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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor

October marks two significant anniversaries in the missional history
of Faith Lutheran Church. Back in 2013, the Faith Chinese Fellowship
met for the first time, and later that evening, the 6TEN service met
following our decision to continue monthly worship after our initial
three month experiment. By March of 2014, 6TEN became part of
our weekly worship life, as did the Mandarin service this past
February.

The October Men of Faith
breakfast will be held at 8:00
AM at Skeeter’s, 5529
Weslayan at Bissonnet. The
plan is simple—show up, look
for some friendly Faith faces,
and share breakfast together.
The breakfast buffet is great
but sharing a table even
better.

MOF

On Sunday, October 18, we
will meet in the Conference
Room at 7:30 PM for a MOF
Draft Party. If you haven’t yet
attended the 6TEN service,
you might do that first.
The plan for the evening is to
take some time to go through
our entire membership roster,
consider every adult male on
the list, and then pray
together about how to make
sure we are all playing on the
same team at church, at
home, at work, and in the
world. Every interested guy is
invited to attend.

So, where are we today? Our newest Chinese members, many newly
baptized, love being part of this congregation. Here they find faith, fellowship, and a
deep sense of extended family. The 6TEN service remains small and intimate, but when
we asked a recent visitor, “How did you find out about 6TEN?” she replied, “I did a
Google search for ‘recovery worship Houston,’ and you were listed at the top.” (I just
did the same thing...she was right.)
What does that tell us? Faith Chinese Fellowship is now a presence on the Chinese
community grapevine. People hear about what is going on. Showing up on the first
couple of pages of Google says the same thing about 6TEN. People are clicking on our
website and then clicking through to 6TEN.
What do these two ministries have in common? In Genesis 2:18a it reads “It is not good
that the man should be alone....” Whether you are a new immigrant, a visiting scholar,
an ethnic minority, an addict/alcoholic or even a friend, child, or spouse of an addict/
alcoholic, your deepest need is relational connectedness. You need a community of
people who understand, who feel your pain, who have walked in your shoes, but more
than that, you need people who help you thrive in your new community. Whether it is
life in a foreign country or life in the foreign country of recovery, you need a plan and
support to help you thrive, not just survive.
Frankly, is there anyone who doesn’t need that? Maybe it is a more powerful, IN
YOUR FACE feeling for some people, but don’t we all need such connectedness? Of
course we do. This is how God wired us. We were created for community.
That is what God wants for us—wholeness in our relationship with God, with one
another, and with the world around us. Sin, violence, human divisions, despair,
addiction, disease, death—all of that threatens the God-intended wholeness of our
lives. God wants more for us.
But community doesn’t just happen. Relational connectedness requires showing up,
sacrifice, service, patience, and love. It takes time, attention, focus, and tools.

During October, and through All Saints’ Sunday, our worship themes will all be about
the tools that God uses to build relational connectedness into our lives. This will be in
the church, but also in the other arenas of our lives. The message series will be called
“Construction Zone” and I’m really looking forward to it.
The Bible says that in Christ we are a new creation—God is building new life in us. We
live in God’s Construction Zone and the tools God uses include radical hospitality,
passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission/service, and
extravagant generosity. I promise you will find this practical, down to earth, and
relevant.

Prayer Corner - “Signs and Promises”
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by Peggy Porter

Read Matthew 12:38-40, Psalm 124
As hard as it is to believe fish tales, it is even harder to listen to
absolute terms condemning you. After all, we are pretty good
people; we mostly stick to our own business.

No sign is given, but the sign of Jonah. We run away from what
the Lord has given us; we flee from sharing it. Words ring out,
yet too often, the word of God is not heeded. Miraculous
resurrections are disregarded so that, as Jesus said another time,
“If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be
convinced if someone should rise from the dead.” Luke 16:31

In our reading, the Pharisees question Jesus’ authority to
condemn them. They ask for a sign as they wait for another way Thanks be to God that one greater than Solomon, and more
to attack Jesus, but Jesus will have none of their games.
steadfast than Jonah, comes to call us to repentance, and to a
new life in God’s promised forgiveness!
By bringing up Jonah, our Lord tells a great tale of a stumbling
prophet, a fish with indigestion, and an abundantly forgiving God Pray: Father, send us your Son, as you send us to
toward the prophet and a very wicked city. While the Pharisees be your servants in word and deed. Amen.
nitpick, Jesus calls to repentance and the gracious promises of
his Father.

Governance: What’s Next?
by Kathy Patrick, Faith Lutheran Church Council President

For those of us on the Council, it was a little like giving birth. Nine months ago, we started dreaming
about an updated governance structure that would reflect both our relationship with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and how we actually do things around here. We started
with an idea, the ELCA Model Constitution for Congregations, and then got underway. We began
with a Council retreat, then we planned, debated, discussed, wrote, revised, planned, debated,
discussed, wrote, revised, held forums, drafted FAQs, got Synodical approval, etc. After what
sometimes seemed to be an endless process, it was suddenly a reality: the congregation met, and
by a very large vote, approved our new Constitution and our Amended and Restated Bylaws.
We are so grateful for all of the time the Council leaders spent on this important project. We are also grateful that
all of you took the time to pay attention, to think, to pray, to ask questions, and then to support this effort.
Governance is a matter of mission. Now, thanks to all of you, we have a structure that will take us into the future as
we live out our mission to “follow Jesus in blessing the world with faith, hope, and love.”
So, now we’re done with that, right?
Uh, not exactly. As is true with the birth of a child, there is still much planning and structure to be provided as we
grow into our governance. In our case, the next task on our list is the creation of a “Board Policy Manual.” This will
centralize, in one place, the governance calendars for each of our congregational boards as well as the general
policies (safe haven, property use, wedding policies, communications policies) that apply to how we “do church”
together. This will be a longer process, but in the end, it will help drive all of us to continue to keep the mission of
the church front and center in all that we do.
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Bayou la Batre
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation

If you keep driving down I-10, past Mississippi, cross the state line, and head toward the Gulf Coast
of Alabama there you will find Bayou la Batre. This town has been dubbed as the Seafood Capital of
Alabama. When Disney launched the Black Pearl from its harbor and the History Channel aired the
Big Shrimpin, it all took place in Bayou la Batre’s bays. Unfortunately, the community is still
experiencing economic pain from Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and the gulf oil spill in 2010, and the
relaxed pace of its daily life has been disrupted. Next summer our students will be traveling to
Bayou La Batre to plan and lead a children’s ministry camp for the kids in the community. Sound familiar? Faith Camp
is one of the primary ministries here at Faith, and after being a part of it this year I saw the talents of our students. I
deliberately chose Bayou la Batre because of its proximity to Houston and it’s a place where our students can give of
themselves by way of their gifts. Having said that I’d like to discuss what this mission trip is not.
It’s not about saving Bayou la Batre. Growing up, I went on a lot of mission trips. One trip in particular that sticks in
my mind is the trip I took for a few months in 2006 to Biloxi, Mississippi. It was similar to Bayou la Batre in that it’s a
town on the Gulf Coast and was devastated by Hurricane Katrina. At the time, I came along with a dozen others to
build roofs, frame homes, and worship with the local church. Many groups came and went and one group came with,
“SAVE BILOXI” shirts. They seemed sincere, but I can only imagine what the people of Biloxi felt. It’s common while
serving disadvantaged populations to get caught up into the mentality that we need to save them. But in all truth, I
know only one Savior of the world and his name is Jesus. Whatever we do in Bayou la Batre is in support of the
challenging work that goes on year-round by the churches we will be serving alongside.
We’re going to meet incredible people who are working daily in their communities to bring hope and healing to their
neighbors and children. They will teach us about faith, about waiting, about serving, and about community and my
hope is that it will help us to further discern how we can do more in our own community. Short-term missions have
been abused and we have gotten it wrong so many times as Christians, but there is a place for short-term missions,
especially within the context of a long-term relationship. I hope our high school students will develop both short and
long term relationships with the individuals in Bayou la Batre.
Summer 2016 seems like a blip on our radars now, but it’s only nine months away. Please be in prayer with those
who plan on going and encourage our high school students.
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Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday, October 1 at 10:00
AM in the Conference Room.
We would love for you to join us for Bible study. Come hungry!
Bring your sack lunch; desserts and drinks are provided. Socializing
with the group is so joyful.
All are welcome!!

October Sacraments Class
On Saturday, October 24, from 9:00 - 11:30 AM, Pastor Nelson and Jason Houlihan will be teaching a Sacraments
Class in the Conference Room. This class is designed for:




Any child who wishes to begin receiving Holy Communion in worship and the parents of those children.
Anyone (young or older) new to the Christian faith who wants to learn more about the Lutheran
understandings of Baptism and Holy Communion.
Those considering being baptized.

We don’t set an arbitrary age when children first receive Holy Communion. So, how do you know when your
child is ready? If they are asking for it, if they walk themselves down to the front, if they can hold out their hands,
say “Amen,” and know what it means to pray, then they are ready to begin receiving Holy Communion. They will
commune for the first time on October 25 or the next time they are in worship.
We will all gather together in the Conference Room, then divide up as
Pastor Nelson will teach the adults and Jason will meet separately with
the children.
If you want to participate in this class, please let the church office know so
that we can make adequate preparations. Call the office at 713-664-3048
or email info@faithbellaire.org.
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The Future of ELCA Worship
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

30th Anniversary of the
Visser-Rowland Pipe Organ

This year we celebrate the
30th anniversary of the VisserRowland pipe organ at Faith
Lutheran Church. We are
commemorating our
wonderful instrument with
two events on Reformation
weekend. On Saturday,
October 24 from 2:00 – 5:00
PM we will host an Organ
Master Class, “Stop and Text,”
with George Mims (Organist
and Director of Music
Emeritus at St. Martin's
Episcopal Church, Houston).
This Master Class on hymnody
is held for the purpose of
sparking creativity on the part
of the organist and will be
open to area musicians. On
Sunday, October 25 at 3:00
PM everyone is invited to
enjoy a hymn festival led by
Marsha Seale (Minister of
Worship and Music at Holy
Comforter Lutheran Church,
Kingwood). Also Pieter Visser,
builder of our organ, will be
joining us and offering
reflections on our beautiful
instrument.

On October 19-21, I will be in Chicago for a trip to the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America’s churchwide offices. It is an honor to be
asked by Rev. Kevin Strickland, Director of Worship for the ELCA, to
participate in the Consultation on the Ongoing Renewal of Worship in
the Church. We will be discerning what the continually unfolding renewal
of worship in our churches might look like in the years ahead. As I
prepare, I have been reflecting on what I long for in my own life and in
my own ministry context. Where do I need to experience growth in my pilgrimage as a
disciple following along the Jesus path? In what ways do I want to see the worship I design
and lead stretched and deepened? Here are three areas I want to discover and grow into
the future – both personally and corporately:
Learn to Worship – I realize that stating a desire to learn to worship can sound bizarre
coming from a professional church musician. Perhaps a better proposition would be that I
desire for all my assumptions about worship to be challenged. Asking the right questions
can peck away at our engrained assumptions about worship. Where is my understanding of
worship one-dimensional when in reality it is three-dimensional? When am I distracted
from truly worshiping in the midst of the assembly? Why don’t I make room for quiet and
stillness? Where is God present when I assume God’s absence? How do I faithfully prepare
my heart for worship before every assembly? Why do I suppose the living, breathing,
moving God of heaven and earth is restricted to my preferences and tastes? What would a
Sunday without music or speech look like? Where have adiaphora taken place of the central
things? Renewing worship means asking critical questions about why our worship is the way
it is.
Learn to Feast – I have long felt that communion is more feast than funeral. Yet we more
often than not connect the weekly Eucharist to Jesus’ last supper, betrayal, and subsequent
execution. What about every other meal Jesus ate? What about the food with tax collectors,
and the miraculously expanding fish and loaves, and the meal with two disciples at Emmaus,
and the post-resurrection fish breakfast tacos? Jesus was doing something significant in
reconstituting the Passover, no doubt. Christ is our Paschal Victim/Victor. But I think there is
something important beneath it all: Jesus ate with people. Our celebrations around God’s
table are connected to every meal Jesus ever ate – including the everlasting meal to come in
God’s eternal Kingdom. What does the ritual action of feasting look like? How can
communion become more feast than funeral?
Learn to Converge – We are trapped by the need to clearly label and categorize our
worship. Using worship as a tool to target a specific group of people produces consumers,
not disciples. Instead of being preoccupied with the copyright date of the songs we sing (as
if church music had an expiration date), we should be singing the best and broadest types of
music from God’s people in all places and times. In doing so our worship becomes
countercultural (perhaps counter to the surrounding culture, perhaps counter to the
prevailing church culture). Liturgical action teaches us self-denial and humility, where the
surrounding culture may teach us to get ahead and have it our way. Through singing broad
types of music we also become cross-cultural and can see God through the artistic offerings
of cultures besides our own. This is the heart of convergent worship. Convergent worship is
not a style. It is a mindset. Convergent worship is the coming together of the historic and
the contemporary at every level of worship (not just the music) to create maximum
opportunities for engaging worshipers with the presence of God. Convergent worship
expresses a willingness to reopen all questions about worship and to learn from the entire
worshipping community. Convergent worship has a healthy respect for the past while
maintaining an absolute commitment to contemporary relevance.
These are the areas where I see a need for growth in my own
personal and corporate worship. What about you – what does
the future of worship look like to you?

Reformation Sunday - October 25
The last Sunday in October is our annual Festival of
Reformation.
Reformation celebrates the basics of the faith and
renewal in the church. On October 31, 1517, Dr. Martin
Luther, an Augustinian monk and teacher, posted his
Ninety-Five Theses on the Castle Church door - the church
bulletin door in Wittenberg, Germany.
On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel
of Christ—the good news—that makes us free! We pray
that the Holy Spirit would continue to unite the church

today in its proclamation and witness to the world. In the 7
waters of baptism we are made one body; we pray for
the day that all Christians will also be one at the Lord’s
table.
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Feed My Sheep
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

Do you know there are 29 Chinese congregations/ministries in the
ELCA? Every year Chinese Lutheran pastors and lay leaders gather for
a four-day retreat. In the past, the retreats were mostly held at Christ
Lutheran Church in Monterey Park, CA. This year’s retreat, however,
was in Houston for the first time from September 14 - 17.

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM
10:50 AM
12:00 PM

Learning
Groups
Worship (FC)
Lunch

Everyone Welcome

One of the blessings of attending the retreat was the fellowship with
old and new Chinese colleagues in the mission field. A new friend I
met at the retreat is Mr. Yu, the new evangelist at the Christ
Lutheran Church in Monterey Park, CA. Mr. Yu worked as a professional singer, a hotel
manager, and then became a church leader. He received extensive church music,
worship, and theological training in Christian colleges and seminaries in Fiji, Hong
Kong, and Singapore. Though he was not officially ordained in China, he pastored two
churches and led a Christian social service agency in the Sichuan Province of China. His
social service organization has worked closely with the ELCA’s Global Mission on
various projects. Two years ago, his American Lutheran friends sponsored him to come
to study Children, Youth, and Family Ministry at the Trinity Lutheran College in Everett,
WA. After completing his program, he was approached by the office of Asian Ministries
of the ELCA and asked to stay in the U.S. and become a church leader. Currently, he is
working with the candidacy committee of the Southwest California synod to become
an ordained Lutheran pastor. I was so intrigued by Mr. Yu’s story and felt blessed to
have him as my new colleague. As I mentioned in my August Mountain Mover article,
more Chinese immigrants are coming to the U.S. and there is a great need for Chinese
evangelists and pastors like Mr. Yu. It is my dream that someday there will be
evangelists and pastors emerging from the Faith Chinese Fellowship.
I also felt blessed by the diversity and ecumenism of this year’s retreat. There were
three main speakers: Rev. Aaron Yap Chuan Ching, the Bishop of the Lutheran Church
in Malaysia; Rev. Peter Leong, a Baptist Pastor from Houston; and Rev. Joseph Kho, a
Presbyterian Pastor from Houston. It was so fascinating to listen to all three speakers,
all of whom have very different backgrounds, life stories, and faith journeys. Bishop
Ching was born into a Chinese family that lived in Malaysia for generations. He was an
engineer for some years and then went to study theology at the Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Hong Kong. He speaks fluent Cantonese, Mandarin, and English (he did
not learn English until college). Rev. Leong grew up in Malaysia and studied theology in
a Baptist Seminary in Hong Kong. He was a pastor in Hong Kong for 15 years before
immigrating to the U.S. Rev. Kho is a native from Taiwan who writes and preaches in
both Taiwanese and Mandarin. I bought two of his books and he gave me a third book
for free. I can only guess the meanings of many words and sentences in that book
because it is written in Taiwanese. Though Mandarin was the spoken language at the
retreat, the mother tongue of many attendees is Cantonese, Taiwanese, or another
Chinese dialect. As I reflect on the four-day retreat, I am struck by the great crosscultural diversity in Chinese Christianity. Who had the power and authority to gather
us together into one fellowship, but Jesus Christ, the Lord and Savior?
“Feed My Sheep” was the theme of this year’s retreat. Jesus says, “And I have other
sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.
So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” John 10:16. I am grateful that Faith has
followed and obeyed the Good Shepherd. Each week Faith Chinese Fellowship extends
an invitation to our Chinese friends and neighbors to come and listen to the story of
the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd will make his tender care and radical love
known to them. The Good Shepherd will bring into his fold those who have heard and
know his voice.
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Women’s Connection
Women's Connection will meet on October 13 inside the lobby by church
office at 9:30 AM. Everyone is welcome! You should join us!
For more information about the Women’s Connection, please contact
Brenda Cauthen at bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

Faith Leadership and Communications Policy
Faith just held a special congregational meeting in September with our regular congregational meeting just around the
corner in November. The “voice of the congregation” speaks at these congregational meetings. Between meetings, the
Church Council conducts the business of the church. The Church Council meets on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:00
PM. To prepare for that meeting, the Executive Board meets the previous Thursday at 6:45 PM.
Every member of Faith has “voice” at both the Executive Board meetings and the Church
Council meetings. It is helpful to let the president of the congregation know that you plan to
attend but you can also just show up as a visitor. You might have a special issue that you
think the Church Council ought to consider or take action on, or you might just be interested
to see how the Church Council operates.
Sometimes, between meetings of the Church Council, people find reasons to offer
constructive criticism or to raise issues they want addressed by the Church Council. To
enable that to happen, the leaders at Faith operate with a Communications Policy.
In short, any member can approach any member of the Church Council (except the
president) with their issue, idea, or criticism. The Church Council member will then remind
the member that they can bring the issue directly to the Church Council. If they are unwilling
to do that, the Church Council member will encourage them to put their ideas in writing,
sign their name, and then the Church Council member will raise the issue on their behalf at
the next Church Council meeting. Anonymous comments or unsigned letters will not be
discussed nor action taken. This policy insures healthy communication, creative conflict, and
transparency.
Every person at Faith matters. Every opinion matters. We all get our say even if we don’t all
get our way. Thank you to all of our leaders at Faith for your great work!
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Parent’s Night Out
October 9 and 23
Faith Center Gym
6:00 - 10:00 PM
Fun activities for kids from ages six months to 12 years old. The cost is
$15 for one child, $10 per each additional child (same household)
with a $45 household max. RSVP via email to PNO@faithbellaire.org
to ensure that we have a spot for your kiddos.

Faith Schools
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools

Hopefully, as you’re reading this, you’re thinking back on the wonderful dinner you had at our most recent Los
Tios Fiesta Night Fundraiser. I am always excited when I see families from the church at this event. Thank you
for coming out to support our schools. When you go to Los Tios during a fundraising event, 20% of your food
purchase is donated back to our schools. Thank you, and we’ll hope to see you at our Spring Fiesta Night
Fundraiser!
Thank you, also, for your support of our Scholastic Book Fair. We appreciate your generous donations and book purchases.
Our Scholastic Book Fairs, started in the past few years, have been especially helpful in allowing us to purchase furniture for
the school and buying new books for our library. The books are often hard cover books, are age-appropriate, and fill areas of
need with regard to our thematic units. We highlight new books each month in our staff room. These new books are also very
useful as we transition to two schools under one umbrella. We now share the library in the Day School with Mother’s Day Out.
MDO teachers are invited to come over and use the classroom and curriculum planning resources available in that library.
With over 5000 catalogued books, a collection of books on tape (which have been transferred to CD), curriculum and activity
guides, and monthly teacher magazines dating back to the early 2000s, we are hopeful that this will be a good resource for
Mother’s Day Out teachers.
Speaking of Mother’s Day Out, the program continues to grow. Our Monday, Wednesday, and Friday classes continue to fill up
with about 43 children attending on those days. That number will increase to about 50 as families finalize their Fall plans and a
few of our anticipated Ducklings start to walk and enroll in school. We continue to revise policies, train our staff, and create a
loving environment for the young children in our community. Many families express their appreciation for our early drop off
program that begins at 8:00 AM and the opportunity to send their children to school for up to five days per week. As MDO
grows, the number of children who come to the Day School from that program increases as well. We currently have 13
children in the Day School who attended Mother’s Day Out. We have several children on the wait list for the Day School who
currently attend Mother’s Day Out, and we have many siblings across the campus.
In late September, we hosted the back to school potluck and the opening of mini-chapel. This “mini-chapel” represents a
change from past potlucks and helps parents in the MDO program to become more familiar with the weekly chapel that their
children attend. While we’ve always invited church leaders into events at the Day School, this is a big step for Mother’s Day
Out. It is always wonderful for parents to meet and spend time with Pastor Kerry, Pastor Tan, Clayton, and others. This
ongoing interaction will also encourage families to learn more about the church and campus activities outside of our weekday
school program.
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Faith Congregational Trust Fund
The Faith Congregational Trust
Fund was established in the
recognition that we have a living
endowment of faithful members
with rich gifts and varied talents.
This trust fund provides a vehicle
for people who love the ministries
of Faith and who seek to continue
giving financial support to ministry both in and through
Faith long after they are gone.

The Trust Fund includes both the Clarence Meyer
Memorial Faith House Fund, and a General Fund which
can be used to generate investment income for a variety
of missional purposes. The Faith Congregational Trust
Fund receives bequests, estates, insurance, memorials,
and other assets.

Members of the Stewardship Board have begun meeting
with the trustees of the Trust Fund to improve its
capacities and encourage its growth. Please watch in the
coming months as you hear more and more about the
wonderful long term benefits of legacy giving and the
Faith Congregational Trust Fund.

Mental Illness Awareness Week October 4 - 10
Early diagnosis is so important because the earlier a mental illness can
be detected, diagnosed and treatment can begin, the better off that
person can be for the rest of his or her life.
Rosalynn Carter

Astoundingly, one in four individuals in the United States today will experience a mental health disorder at some point in their lives.
Many people who suffer with mental health issues will first turn to their faith leaders for support and assistance. Faith communities
include members living with mental illness and their loved ones, often struggling silently.
Mental illnesses are no-fault, biologically based brain disorders which cause disturbances in thinking, feeling, and/or relating. Persons
living with these disorders deserve the dignity of medical treatment and a wide range of supportive services from mental health care
providers and caring congregations.
Though the majority of individuals living with mental illness can successfully be treated, stigma and misinformation continue to be
significant barriers to treatment:




One-third of homeless people in the U.S. experience mental illness.
Ninety percent of persons who die by suicide have had a diagnosable serious mental illness.
*There are more people with serious mental illnesses in jails and prisons than in state mental institutions.

Faith communities can help reduce misinformation, indifference, and ridicule of people living with mental illness by educating both
youth and adults in their congregations. Families affected by mental illness often wonder, “Why is this happening to us?,” which may
lead them to question their faith. Educated faith communities can offer emotional, relational, and spiritual counseling to persons
touched by mental illness, as well as to ensure a place of compassion.
Education and awareness are valuable keys to shattering the silence that surrounds mental illness and the barriers to its treatment.
By dispelling myths, ignorance, and fear, congregations encourage persons touched by mental illness to share their struggles, to
regain hope, to seek treatment, and to benefit from the strength of support.
Recovery is possible. Faith communities play a significant role in the healing process by providing a caring community with spiritual
connections. Learn all you can; do all you can.
*National Institute of Mental Health. (2009). Suicide in the U.S.: Statistics and Prevention. July 14, 2009. https://www.icstucson.org/services/mental-illness-main/mental-illness-resource-kit

Memorial Gifts
2nd and 3rd Quarter
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What’s a Memorial?

A memorial is a special
monetary gift given in
memory of a loved one or
the loved one of a friend.
Memorials are given instead
of flowers at the time of
death. They are a wonderful
way to give a useful and
lasting remembrance at the
time of death.
At Faith, we have a tradition
of giving memorials after the
death of a member or the
loved ones of fellow
members. The gifts go into a
“Memorial Fund” which is
used for special needs at
Faith, or the gifts may be
designated for a certain
ministry. A list of current
needs, approved by our
Church Council, is available
at the information desk.
A notice of the gift is sent to
the family of the deceased
by the Church Office. A
record of the gift is included
on the donor’s quarterly
financial statement if the
donor is a member of Faith.
Finally, the memorials and
other special gifts
contributed in memory of
someone, or in honor of a
person, or a special
occasion, are recognized
quarterly in our Mountain
Mover.

In Memory of Jean Slater
Richard and Betty Anderson
Erette U. Bartay
Henry F. Broesche
Nancy A. and Walter G Cassens
Cliff and Myra Condit
Richard A. Crawford and Becky Evans
Carolyn Da Silva
Carol J. and Arnold E. Ellebracht
Geneva Freels
Hallie and Patricia Gill
Suzanne R. Girouard
Herbert Groot
James Hall and Susan Ashley
Sally Hargrove
Frances B. Haveman
Julie D. and Richard M. Hayes
Esther I. Heinsohn
Don and Barbara Hodde
John and Anita Lacy
Brent Lamb
Robert B. and Rose Lopez
Carol Nan Lueders
Mardi Mayerhoff
Joann Meyer
Lenora Ohlenbusch
Crystal Pflueger
David and Barbara Ray
Diana Rettig
Rebecca Ruth Circle
Doris and Floyd Rosenbaum
Ray and Dorothy Rosenbaum
Carolyn and Donald Springer
William and Shirley Stillman
Carl A and Mary Ann White
Nora Wolff
William D. and Jo Lynn Wray
In Memory of Lisa Griffith
Janis and Jimmie Zunker
In Memory of Melvin Richter
Douglas and Karen Elsen
Janis and Jimmie Zunker
In Memory of Morgan Anderson
James P. Avioli

In Memory of Marilyn Groot
Erette Bartay
Carol Ellebracht
Geneva Freels
Thomas and Marilyn Groot
Joan and Mike Hagan
Sally Hargrove
Kwik Kopy Business Center
PagePath Technologies, Inc.
Diana Rettig
Mike Johnson, Paula School, and Teri
Watson
Dorothy and Gene Stanford
In Memory of Gene Ellison Sr.
Brookstone Construction
Douglas and Karen Elsen
JoAnn and Robert Fry
Roxy Funchess
Sally Hargrove
In Memory of Betty Dossey and Linda
West's Brother
Diana Rettig
Sally Hargrove
In Memory of Peggy Porter's Brother
Sally Hargrove
In Memory of LaRae Nelson's Father
Douglas and Karen Elsen
In Memory of Wendy Farner's Mother
Douglas and Karen Elsen
Sally Hargrove
In Memory of James McNamara
Suzanne Girouard
In Memory of Dianna Gottula
Mardi Mayerhoff
In Memory of Tracy Ridenour (CCSC
Sunshine Shop)
Diana Rettig
Erette Bartay
In Memory of Kathy Patrick's Uncle
Sally Hargrove
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Did you miss September’s Portrait Sessions?

Photography sessions will be in 10-minute slots available on:
2:00 PM - 8:40 PM
Don’t worry, you still have the opportunity to be a part of our Thursday, Nov. 5, 2015
2:00 PM - 8:40 PM
new church family directory . We need YOU to make our new Friday, Nov. 6, 2015
Saturday,
Nov.
7,
2015
10:00 AM - 4:40 PM
family album complete!
You are invited to schedule your photography session today.
Professional photography will be provided by Lifetouch in
November. Each family will receive a complimentary 8x10
portrait and free directory for participating!

Call the church office or go online to www.faithbellaire.org to
schedule a time for your family.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month
Let’s Talk Facts

Break The Silence:
UNITE to Face Addiction



One in eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer
in their lifetime.



Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in
women.



Breast cancer is the second leading cause of death among
women.



Each year it is estimated that over 220,000 women in the
United States will be diagnosed with breast cancer and
more than 40,000 will die.



On October 4, 2015 in Washington, DC
more than 600 organizations from
around the world will gather in a show
of solidarity and collective force.
Together they will help the 22 million
Americans with addiction, stand up for
the 23 million more in recovery, and
urgently act to save the 350 lives lost
each day.

Regardless of the paths people choose
to achieve recovery, their lives and the
lives of their families, friends,
neighbors,
Although breast cancer in men is rare, an estimated 2,150
co-workers and communities are vastly improved. People in
men will be diagnosed with breast cancer and
recovery and their allies are the living proof that there are real
approximately 410 will die each year.
solutions to the devastation of addiction.
What can YOU do now?

Find out about early detection and the signs and symptoms!
Visit www.nationalbreastcancer.org for more information.

Join us on October 4 at 6:10 PM for a special 6TEN
Worship Service to break the silence.
See more at: http://attcniatx.blogspot.com/2015/06/break-silenceunite-to-face-addiction.html#sthash.9kuOf9Kg.dpuf
and https://www.facingaddiction.org/
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Upcoming Events


High School Mission Trip Meeting
Sunday, October 4, 12:15 PM - TBA
Conference Room

Every Sunday
at 6:10 PM.
A service of
healing and
recovery.



Meals to the Street
Sunday, October 18, 12:15 – 2:30 PM
Downtown Houston
Bring $10 for food.



Sacraments Class
Saturday, October 24, 9:00 – 11:30 AM
Conference Room

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org



5th Annual Pre-Halloween Bash
Friday, October 30, 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Faith Center
No scary costumes.

Questions?
Please contact Jason Houlihan jhoulihan@faithbellaire.org.
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—October 2015
8:30 AM

October 4

October 11

October 18

October 25

Acolyte

Sabrina Schlather

Nicholas Groenewold

Dylan McGouldrick

Matt Schawe

Crucifer

Joshua Boihem

Sam Kennedy

Annika Becker

Andrew Strickland

Lector

Carol Strawn

Sharon Richter

Doug Elsen

Carl Watson

Communion
Assistants

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Sara Karow
Tom Dorman

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

LaRae & Cory
Nelson

Asst Minister

Don Hodde

Myra Condit

Myra Condit

Carol Strawn

Ushers

LaRae & Cory
Nelson

LaRae & Cory
Nelson

Troy Becker
Randy Schawe

Troy Becker
Randy Schawe

Altar Guild

Doris Williams
Sharon Richter

Mary Ruden
Joann Welton

Mary Ruden
Joann Welton

Suzanne Fisbeck
Susan Tallman

10:50 AM

October 4

October 11

October 18

October 25

Acolytes

Ying Stock-Bordnick
JD Jones

Audrey DeKunder
Ella DeKunder

Zach Michaud
Nate Michaud

Lisa Rollinson
Lyle Jares

Communion
Assistants

David Farner
Daniel Farner

Kelly Keller
Helen Hecht

Nancy & Jon
Holmes

Michael Farner
David Farner

Asst Minister

Michael Farner

Eric Lerch

Eric Lerch

Daniel Farner

Ushers

Mary Jane McBride
Susan Tallman

Wendy & Dave
Farner

The Parkan
Family

The Lerch Family
Jim Rollinson

Common Grounds

Worship

Worship

Worship

Worship

Altar Guild

Doris Williams
Sharon Richter

Mary Ruden
Joann Welton

Mary Ruden
Joann Welton

Suzanne Fisbeck
Susan Tallman

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alexandria DeCuire
Alan Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian

Mon

5
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
7:00 PM AA (300)

12
All Day Columbus Day
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym)
6:30 PM ESL (308)

19
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM ESL (308)

26
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford

Sun

4
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:15 PM Board of Worship Meeting
)
(201)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:15 PM High School Night (400, 401)

11
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

18
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:15 PM High School Night (400, 401)

25
All Day Reformation Sunday
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch
3:00 PM Hymn Festival (Sanc, FH)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FC 300)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:15 PM High School Night (400, 401)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

27

20
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM DS/MDO Board Meeting (101)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)
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9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection (lobby)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting(101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

6
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (108)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board (108)
2:30 PM Cornerstone “2nd stage” Teen
Support Group (FC)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Tue

28
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
7:00 PM Pastor Kerry’s Learning
Group (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

21
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
7:00 PM Pastor Kerry’s Learning
Group (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

14
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
6:45 PM Bellaire Mom pf Multiples
(309)
7:00 PM Pastor Kerry’s Learning
Group (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

7
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:15 PM Social Ministry Board
Meeting (101)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Wed

Thu

29
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Houston Girl’s Chorus
Concert (Sanc)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

22
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
1:30 PM Palmer Drug Abuse
Program Meeting (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

15
All Day Mountain Mover Article Due
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
1:30 PM Palmer Drug Abuse
Program Meeting (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

8
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
1:30 PM Palmer Drug Abuse
Program Meeting (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

1
9:30 AM ESL (200)
10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
1:30 PM Palmer Drug Abuse
Program Meeting (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:00 PM Choir Retirement Party (FH)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

October 2015 - Calendar of Events
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9

2

30
6:30 PM Pre-Halloween Bash (FC,
FH)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

23
6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Fri

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
9:00 AM Sacraments Class (101)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:30 AM CCSC Food Pantry
(St. Luke’s UMC)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast (offcampus)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat

31

24

17

10

3
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