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Scattered Thoughts
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by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
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October 2017
Message Series
“500: Freed and Renewed
in Christ”
This year marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation
that began with the 95 theses
that Martin Luther first made
public on Oct. 31, 1517. In “The
Freedom of a Christian” (1520)
Martin Luther famously wrote,
“A Christian is lord of all,
completely free of everything; a
Christian is a servant,
completely attentive to the
needs of all.” Join us for our
messages in October as we
explore the foundations of the
Reformation, our faith’s
freedom, and a renewed life of
service to others.
October 1 - Sola Fide, Sola Gratia
October 8 - For the People
October 15 - By the People
October 22 - Sola Scriptura
October 29 - Risk It All

One of the big takeaways from our recovery from Hurricane
Harvey has been the amazing partnership between the
response of the “professional first responders” and the local
networks of neighbors helping neighbors. From the Cajun Navy,
to the volunteers in shelters, to the “neighbors across the
street,” we have seen an outpouring of generosity and
sacrifice. This has really been a model for the nation and a sign
of how things ought to work.
We see this all the time in the life of our congregation. We are blessed with a
gifted, creative, hard-working paid staff – but what we accomplish in mission is
entirely dependent on the time, talents, and treasures of our congregational
members. It really is a working partnership. A mutual sharing of gifts, all
dedicated to the same mission, to follow Jesus in blessing the world with faith,
hope, and love.
On October 1 we will have a special congregational meeting to consider passing
revisions to our constitution and by-laws that will finish this stage of our
transition to a governance/ministry (GM) model of church organization. We
have tested this model all year and it is working very well. If you took advantage
of one of the five learning opportunities that the Executive Board made
available to the congregation in anticipation of this decision, then you better
understand how the GM model will work.
Basically, the Church Council will consist of nine voting members rather than 24.
We will have one Church Council instead of an Executive Board meeting one
week followed by the Church Council meeting the following week. And the
board structure we have known will be replaced by a network of Ministry Teams
led by program staff members working in partnership with selected Leaders and
Co-Leaders. Our hope is that this change will free people from time spent in
meetings so they can better use their time in providing ministry.
On October 8 we will be saying goodbye to Charles Wilson as a member of our
staff. Charles has been working most recently as our interim Director of Youth
and Family Ministries after first serving as our shared staff position with Faith
Schools. I think Charles has been doing a wonderful job, above and beyond the
call of duty. His heart is in the right place and he has been a pleasure to work
with. Charles is leaving to take a position with Abiding Presence Lutheran
Church in San Antonio.
On October 15 we will welcome John and Kelsey
Vickery to Faith. John will become our new
Director of Youth and Family Ministries and
Kelsey will become our new Children’s Ministry
Coordinator. John and Kelsey are newlyweds, life
-long Lutherans, and will be moving to Houston
from Waverly, Iowa. Both have extensive
experience in youth and family ministry,
including several years working together at
Lutherwood Bible Camp in Washington state.
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I eagerly look forward to welcoming the Vickery’s
to Houston and I hope that our families do too.
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Prayer Corner - His Known Location
3 Porter
by Peggy

Read Acts 17:24-28 and Psalm 139:7-12
“From one ancestor he made all nations to
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the
times of their existence and the boundaries
of the places where they would live.”
Acts 17:26

The Father planned exactly when we would place our feet
on this earth. God placed us in the exact dwelling God
desired. God wanted us to meet the people whose paths
crossed ours so that we might reflect God’s shining light to
them. God granted us the opportunities to listen to their
concerns and their needs. God prepared our hearts to
share the source of our hope in Christ’s love through the
cross and resurrection. God did it in the hope that they
would yearn to learn more of God. What a comfort! What
a blessing! And because we are God’s, we know there is
no place we can go that God is not there to strengthen and
encourage us.

Jesus loves enough to redeem us. He loves us enough to
place the Holy Spirit in us through baptism. He loves us
enough to be our friend. He loves us enough to provide for
our daily needs and feed our inner being. He loves us
Pray: Dear Father, thank you for beautifully planning my
enough to prepare a place in heaven for us. But there is so life so that I might serve you wherever and whenever you
much more.
need me. For Jesus’ sake, prepare my heart to serve your
purposes on earth. Amen.

Faith Lutheran Helps after Hurricane Harvey
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Women’s
Connection
4
Women's Connection will
meet on October 3 inside the
lobby by the church office at 9:30 AM.
Everyone is welcome!
For more information about the Women’s
Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on
Thursday, October 5 at 10:00 AM in the
Conference Room.
We would love for you to join us for Bible
study. Come hungry! Bring your sack
lunch; desserts and drinks are provided.
Socializing with the group is so joyful. All
are welcome!

Faith Schools
by Kendolyn Pope, Faith Schools Director

After a rocky (and somewhat delayed) start to the school year, we are all excited to finally get back to
our regular routines. While Hurricane Harvey did not flood the school, many in our community were
impacted. Several Day School and MDO families lost their homes and cars and are still working to gut
homes and rebuild. Some of our children are living in hotels, rental homes, and apartments or with
family or friends. Due to a delayed start for HISD, several students joined us for one to three additional
weeks of school. The staff works hard to provide comfort to children who have experienced a variety of
transitions. Even if it doesn’t seem like a big deal, slight changes in living arrangements, routines, and
the home environment may have a significant impact on a young child’s behavior. As we look forward to October, we
are hoping to return even more to a sense of normalcy within our community.
Over the past two months, we have tried to find ways to help others in our
community that might be meaningful to children. We hosted a gift card drive
and children’s book drive to benefit Kolter ES and the JCC. Both schools lost their
libraries during flooding. Children understand the idea of giving books away to
children who might not have any. As an added incentive, we invited families to
purge their book collections to make room for the books that they’ll purchase at
the upcoming Scholastic Book Fair. Faith Schools families have been extremely
generous through all of these efforts.
Speaking of our Scholastic Book Fair, our fall fair will run from October 8 through
October 15. We work with Scholastic to make special arrangements so that the
fair can be available for Church members and visitors to purchase books on Sundays. Our Scholastic Book Fairs, started
in the past few years, have been especially helpful is allowing us to purchase furniture for the schools and buying new
books for our libraries. The books are often hard cover books, are age-appropriate, and fill areas of need with regard to
our thematic units. Feel free to come out and shop for holiday gifts or purchase books to donate to a Faith Schools
classroom. We appreciate your ongoing support of this fundraiser.
Typically at this time of year, I am inviting you to our Los Tios Fiesta Night Fundraiser. This is one of my family’s favorite
events of the year. Unfortunately, our October Los Tios Fiesta Night Fundraiser has been cancelled because the
restaurant remains closed due to flooding. We will look forward to an even larger event in the spring when the
4
restaurant reopens.
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We Need Volunteers
Friday, October 27
6:30 - 8:00 PM
Faith Center Gym

5

Adults are needed to help run activities. We need families to decorate their trunks for the Trunk or Treat Alley and
win the Best Decorated Trunk Contest.
We will also have a Family Costume Contest, where the family with the best costume wins. We need cakes for the
cake walk. We need lots, lots, and lots of candy donations.
Sign up this Sunday on the back of the Connection Card to volunteer for this fun-filled community event. Candy can
be dropped off in the bins in the Narthex or in the church office. This is an opportunity to invite your family, friends,
and neighbors to a fun event on our campus.

This year’s Tiny - Trick or Treat will be held in the Day School wing for children ages 1 - 4 years old at the same time.

Parent’s Night Out
Friday, October 13
6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym
Fun activities for kids from ages 12 months to 12 years old.
The cost is $15 per child . You may pay in cash at the door or online in advance at www.faithbellaire.org/give and
select Parent's Night Out. Please cancel reservations anytime prior to the event by email or text message.
Pass this information to ALL of your friends, family, and neighbors for a safe and inexpensive place for your child to
go when you need a parent’s night out!
5 Dates:
Upcoming
November 10 and December 8

The Awakening
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by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor
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Around 2 o’clock in the morning of July 24, I woke up with sharp pain in
my lower back. Every time I made a small movement in bed, the pain
became unbearable. For the next four hours I laid in bed, replaying the
accident scene in my head again and again.
It was about 9 o’clock Sunday night (July 23). My two boys and I were
going home from nearby Gail Reeves Park. We decided to have a race on
the empty street. John was pedaling his bicycle fast and hard and was immediately
taking the lead. I was running after him, pulling Joseph on his scooter with my right
hand. Suddenly we entered a dark area. I stumbled over an uneven surface and fell on
my left side. Blood oozed from the scrapes on my left knee, elbow, and wrist.
Fortunately, Joseph was not hurt. I felt dull pain in my lower back, but managed to walk
home and took care of the wounds. I thought the back pain would get better the next
day. Much to my dismay, the pain got worse.

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM

FCF Bible Study

10:50 AM

Worship (FC)

12:00 PM

Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

I sat still by the table Monday morning, fearing the worst. Many thoughts went
through my mind: what if I injured my spine? What if a surgical procedure is needed to
fix the problem? I remembered a seminar I attended when I was a senior in the
seminary. The seminar was conducted by a representative from the Aid Association for
Lutherans (AAL). The rep told us that some of us would have to face the possibility of a
short or long period of disability in the parish. He wanted us to be aware of and
prepared for it. He even mentioned the percentage of disability among parish pastors,
which surprised me. That seminar took place 15 years ago. Now I was asking myself,
“What if I have to stay home for weeks or even months to recover and heal? What if I
become disabled?” These disturbing thoughts and emotions could only be calmed
down by prayer and meditation. So, I took out a book that I read before, Wellsprings: A
book of Spiritual Exercises by the late Jesuit Anthony de Mello. I read and
contemplated these words of de Mello:
“I make believe that I am paralyzed from the shoulders down. I vividly imagine my
surroundings and notice what my thoughts and feelings are. I see the changes paralysis
has brought about in my work and my profession, my relationships, my self-image, my
attitudes to self, my life of prayer, my relationship with God, my views on life…At night,
I dedicate some minutes to thanksgiving. I am thankful for the gift of speech….and
hearing…and sight...I am full of gratitude for taste and smell and touch, for thought and
memory and fantasy and feeling. And now the time has come to be grateful for
paralysis itself. I look at the blessings it has brought till I can see it as a gift. If I can bring
myself to do this, I will have tasted a moment of purest mysticism, namely, of an
acceptance of everything that is. I now reflect on something in my life that I resent,
resist: a physical defect, an illness, an unavoidable situation, a circumstance I live in, a
happening of the past, a person. And, step by step, I do with it what I did with my
“paralysis.” So that, without relinquishing my desire and my efforts to get rid of it if
possible, I bring myself to gratitude for it, for everything, for every single thing.” (p. 120
-122)
These words created a space of quietness and peacefulness in my heart. I began to pray
to God for healing and hope. I sensed God’s loving and healing presence. By the
evening the pain had eased off significantly. Tuesday morning I returned to normal
activity. Two months later, I am still grateful for de Mello’s spiritual exercise. The title of
that mediation is The Awakening. Sometimes it takes a painful experience to be
awakened to the mystery and wonder of life, and to the healing power of faith,
gratitude, and hope. (I wrote this article in mid-August. I hope the message is helpful to
6
those who have suffered
loss and difficulties in the wake of Hurricane Harvey. JT)
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Breast Cancer Awareness Month - Let’s Talk Facts
•
•
•
•
•

One in eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer in their lifetime.
Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in women.
Breast cancer is the second leading cause of death among women.
Each year it is estimated that over 220,000 women in the United States will be
diagnosed with breast cancer and more than 40,000 will die.
Although breast cancer in men is rare, an estimated 2,150 men will be diagnosed
with breast cancer and approximately 410 will die each year.

What can YOU do now?
Find out about early detection and the signs and symptoms! Visit www.nationalbreastcancer.org
for more information.

•

Mental Health Awareness Week October 1 - 7

There are more people with serious mental illnesses in
jails and prisons than in state mental institutions.

“Early diagnosis is so important because the earlier a mental
illness can be detected, diagnosed and treatment can begin,
the better off that person can be for the rest of his or her
life.”
Rosalynn Carter

Faith communities can help reduce misinformation,
indifference, and ridicule of people living with mental illness
by educating both youth and adults in their congregations.
Families affected by mental illness often wonder, “Why is
this happening to us?” which may lead them to question
Astoundingly, one in four individuals in the United States
their faith. Educated faith communities can offer emotional,
today will experience a mental health disorder at some point
relational, and spiritual counseling to persons touched by
in their lives. Many people who suffer with mental health
mental illness, as well as to ensure a place of compassion.
issues will first turn to their faith leaders for support and
assistance. Faith communities include members living with
Education and awareness are valuable keys to shattering the
mental illness and their loved ones, often struggling silently. silence that surrounds mental illness and the barriers to its
Mental illnesses are no-fault, biologically based brain
disorders which cause disturbances in thinking, feeling, and/
or relating. Persons living with these disorders deserve the
dignity of medical treatment and a wide range of supportive
services from mental health care providers and caring
congregations.
Though the majority of individuals living with mental illness
can successfully be treated, stigma and misinformation
continue to be significant barriers to treatment:
•

One-third of homeless people in the U.S. experience
mental illness.

•

90% of persons who die by suicide have had a
diagnosable serious mental illness.

treatment. By dispelling myths, ignorance, and fear,
congregations encourage persons touched by mental illness
to share their struggles, to regain hope, to seek treatment,
and to benefit from the strength of support.

Recovery is possible. Faith communities play a significant role
in the healing process by providing a caring community with
spiritual connections. Learn all you can; do all you can.
National Institute of Mental Health (2009). Suicide in the
U.S.: Statistics and Prevention (July 14, 2009). https://
www.icstucson.org/services/mental-illness-main/mentalillness-resource-kit
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Commemorating 1517 without Dressing Up as Luther with a Hammer
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
8

Congregational
Forums on
2018 Financial
Mission Plan
Sunday, October 29
12:15-1:15 PM
Conference Room
Sunday, November 5
9:45-10:30 AM
Conference Room
12:15-1:15 PM
Conference Room
Sunday, November 12
Congregational Meeting
12:15 PM
Faith Center Gym

One interpretative proposal for 2017 that might overload cyberspace is
that Lutherans are to use this time to celebrate the achievements of
Martin Luther. I foresee a parish member dressed up as Luther carrying a
hammer and joining the Sunday morning’s liturgical procession or the
pastor dressed as a friar and waving his hammer in the pulpit. Let me urge
caution about this plan. I fear that any such staging will embody
exaggerated and inaccurate historical fragments and may serve to
reinforce out of-date prejudices.
Persons who are contemplating this option need to be made aware of the following:
• that much of what is popularly believed and taught about the events of 1517 is
historically inaccurate;
• that Reformation historians are telling us that perhaps Luther only posted, that is, sent
in the mail to his bishop, the Ninety-Five Theses, rather than affixing them to any
church door;
• that if he did post them on a public bulletin board (or church door), he used wax, not
nails;
• that during the early years of the Reformation, the Ninety-Five Theses were never
translated into German for the general population to read;
• that the earliest artistic image of Luther with a hammer in his hand appeared in the
mid-nineteenth century, a time of militant antagonism between Lutherans and Roman
Catholics;
• that the Lutheran comic book I was given as a child, which showed the monastic library
as having chained up the Bible to keep it from the people, totally misrepresented the
intention of the medieval church to keep rare and valuable Bibles safely available to
those who could read.

Despite all this, I note with regret that materials being currently published for 2017 feature
Luther and an often-huge hammer as cover art. (Am I the only one for whom “hammer” has
negative connotations?) So please do not dress up as Luther with a hammer.
I now describe my preferred option: that Lutherans use 2017 not primarily to celebrate
Luther, but rather to commemorate, with Lutherans and Roman Catholics together, our
common understanding of the past, our collaboration in the present, and our hopes for the
future. I hope we Lutherans can worship throughout 2017 as the time that it is: a time of
international ecumenical conversation between Lutherans and Roman Catholics, a time of
joint resolve to erase errors and to design collaborative projects. Recall that in 1999 the
dialogue between Lutherans and Roman Catholics released the Joint Declaration on the
Doctrine of Justification, which stated that the differing denominational emphases did not
invalidate the commonalities between the churches on this central theological issue. This
Declaration is available as a PDF file online (http://bit.ly/1QtQEa8). It is a time to forgive
each other for past offenses, to rejoice in our common baptism, and to walk together into
God’s future.
I admit that it might be easier to plan congregational events of “rah-rah-Luther” than to
collaborate with the Roman Catholics down the street to schedule ecumenical events,
especially since many Lutherans may need to be informed about accurate history and the
current interchurch situation. We know that it is not the Lutheran church that saves, but
Christ, and our conduct during 2017 gives us the occasion to tell everyone that two onceoppositional communities are now standing side by side, praising God for their common
baptism, offering their joint repentance, and committing themselves to an ecumenically
informed mission.
(These are excerpts from an essay by Gail Ramshaw that appear in The Reformation 500
Sourcebook, Augsburg8 Fortress, 2016.)

9
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Shop
at the Reformation Bookstore during the month of October.

Check out the many Reformation themed books that will be on display in
the Narthex starting Sunday, October 1.

Upcoming Youth and Family Events
Date

Event

Location

Time

Ages

Oct. 1

Faith Camp: Manager and
Assistant Manager Job
Opening

Online

N/A

High School / College

Oct. 1

High School
Hangouts

TBD

6:00 PM

9th -12th Grade

Oct. 8

Young Adults @ Faith

Eureka Heights

1:00 PM

21 -35

Oct. 8

Confirmation

Fellowship Hall

4:00 PM

6th – 8th Grade

Oct. 15

Confirmation

Fellowship Hall

4:00 PM

6th – 8th Grade

Oct. 15

High School
Hangouts

TBD

6:00 PM

9th -12th Grade

Oct. 22

Young Adults @ Faith

Youth Room

1:00 PM

18 – 35

Oct. 22

Confirmation

Fellowship Hall

4:00 PM

6th – 8th Grade

Oct. 27

Pre-Halloween Bash

Campus Wide

6:00 PM

All Ages

Oct 31

Faith Camp: Manager and
Assistant Manager Job
Application Closed

Online

N/A

High School / College

9

For more information contact the Youth and Family Ministry Staff
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Faith Camp by the Numbers

Faith
Camp 2017
10
Look Back

2014

2015

2016

2017

190

245

270

257

Week 1

76

89

96

87

Week 2

67

73

88

90

Week 3

47

83

86

80

# Campers
by weeks

Income
Expenses

$ 22,821

$ 28,262

$ 33,302

$ 30,720

$ (29,750)

$ (26,882)

$ (25,125)

$ (29,625)

Disciple training
Net
Scholarships Given

$ (8,800)
$ (6,929)

$ 1,380

$ (623)

$ 1,095

$ (2,360.00)

$ (7,755.00)

$ (4,450.00)

$ (4,127.00)

He Restores My Soul
by Charles Wilson, Youth and Family Coordinator

It always amazes me when people are skeptical of unconditional acceptance. Isn’t that the call of Christ?
Aren’t we, his followers, called to welcome all into the community? Well I guess the skepticism is
understandable, especially in times like these. We live in a world where the terms “open doors” and
“open hearts” seem to carry a disclaimer. There are too many communities where people are eager to
welcome you in as long as you look and act like they do. There are too many communities that turn up
their noses at those who are socially quirky, fiscally strained, and not the same shade of brown as they
are. This sadly is a world where a mother will abandon her only son because of who he loves, where a
husband will leave his spouse because of what she believes, and where those in seats of power will stretch a worker to
their limit then throw them away like yesterday’s trash. Of course people don’t believe in radical, unconditional
welcome because society has shown them that their “flaws” have made them truly outcasts; society doesn’t want to
see them, and seemingly God doesn’t want to hear them.
Radical, unconditional welcome was the ministry that Christ taught. From birth to death Christ was surrounded by
those who society would have thought less of. Born in a stable, Christ was worshiped not by those high in society, but
by mere shepherds. He ate with tax collectors, drank with a woman society would have considered “loose,” and he
hung amongst criminals on a rugged cross. Jesus didn’t care then, and doesn’t care now what society thinks of you. No
matter what labels society gives you, hyper, awkward, anxious, poor, stupid, lazy, or any other variety of titles, Jesus
has just one for you: Child of God. Christ welcomes you to come as you truly are and sit with him. Christ sees every
aspect of your personality and still beckons you closer. Just as you are, Christ loves and accepts you.
Our call is to do the very same. We must love and welcome those whom society may cast out. Paul says it best in the
Romans 14, “Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another, but resolve instead never to put a stumbling
block or hindrance in the way of another.” Our call isn’t to label or judge, but to open the door to the love of God and
to set a place at the table for all to enjoy the great feast of abundance. Jesus didn’t die so that we can decide who
deserves salvation and forgiveness. He died so that all can live in the liberty of God’s amazing grace and because he
lives, we must share that grace with all whom we encounter. It does matter if they’re rich or poor, gay or straight, loud
or quiet. They deserve the free and abundant love and grace of God.
So, to those skeptical of God’s welcome, I first apologize. Too often, we as Christians forget how difficult it was for us to
understand and accept the unconditional love of God. I hope that here in this place we both talk the talk and walk the
walk. Here in this place we hope to show you that God knows you, warts and all, and yet God still loves you. Here in
this place we don’t care if you’re inked, pierced, divorced, 10
depressed, financially burdened, or diagnosed with ADHD.
Here you are welcome. Here you are loved. Here you can live in God’s grace.

Upcoming Lutherhill Ministry Camps
11

Camps for Families
Fall Family Retreat
October 13-15, 2017
Escape to the Hill for a fun-filled family weekend

Camps for Elementary
Advent Elementary Retreat
December 1-2, 2017
A gathering for 1st-6th grade youth to explore the joy of advent

Camps for Junior High
Converge
November 10-12, 2017
A gathering for 6th-8th grade youth to laugh and learn

Camps for Mothers & Daughters
Mother Daughter Retreat
January 26-28, 2018
Create incredible memories with your daughters, mothers and
grandmothers!

Camps for High School
Worship. Lead. Serve.
February 9-11, 2018
A gathering for 9th-12th grade youth to...you guessed it...worship,
lead, and serve

For more information and registration, go to
www.lutherhill.org or call 888-266-4613.

Faith Camp
July 9-13, 2018
July 16-20, 2018
July 23-27, 2018
Cost: $130

11
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New Member Information Session
12
Sunday,
October 15 @ Noon
Community Room





Everyone is welcome - new and long-time members!
Thinking about calling Faith home?
Want to learn more about Faith?
Want to connect with the ministries and with other new
members?

Then this is the fellowship event for you; join us for lunch. Childcare provided.
New members will be received on Sunday, October 22, during all worship services. Sign up
on the back of the connection card.

InFellowship is our secure and easy to use online tool that allows our members and guests to
connect to what’s happening at Faith. Through your online accounts, you will be able to:
1) Access and update your contact information.
a. Our Privacy Settings - allows individuals to
determine which pieces of personal information can
be viewed by others.
2) Search and manage group involvement.
a. This allows group leaders to manage groups and
contact members of their group and prospects to find
and inquire about joining a group.
3) Use the church directory.
a. Allows users to opt in to have their information 12
displayed in an online directory. All access to
information is controlled by the user by configuring
your privacy settings.

4) View your contribution statements.
a. Once enrolled, the church office will approve the
user profile and contributions will be posted to the
head of household’s profile. This is a great way to
make sure you are on track with your 1% challenge.
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2017 Memorial Gifts and Special Contributions
Second and Third Quarter
13

In Memory of Josephine Addicks
Ruth Anderson
Suzanne Girouard
Mardi Mayerhoff
Diana Rettig
Carl and Helen Watson

In Memory of Joann Meyer
Julia Balius
Linda and Chuck Ball
Glenda and Sammy Chambless
Robert and Ida Medlen
Donald and Carolyn Springer

In Memory of Joseph Bement
Tim and Luetta Allen
Doug and Karen Elsen
Geneva Freels
Sara Karow
Carol Strawn
Carol Strickland
Carl and Helen Watson

In Memory of Allen Rode
Doug and Karen Elsen

In Memory of William J. (Lucky) Hardy Jr.
Doug and Karen Elsen
Geneva Freels
In Memory of Nancy Holmes' Mother
Robert and Jo Ann Fry
In Memory of Allen Rode
Doug and Karen Elsen
In Memory of Marian Ives
Donald & Carolyn Springer
In Memory of Clarence Meyer
Doug and Karen Elsen
Robert and Ida Medlen

In Memory of Rev. Marlin Wogstad
Dolores S. Andrews
Clyde Muske
Marcelle Rey
Jon, Amelia, and Judd Shannon
Annie and Karen Schroder
Martha Stoerner, SCLA
Special Gift to Faith House
Kenneth and Alice Caughron
Julian Jones
Eric and Courtney Lerch
Judith Sadler
Special Gift to Harvey Faith Camp
Kenneth and Alice Caughron
Geneva Freels
William and Diana Freeman
Maria’s Dye in Style Full Service Salon
Shien-Wei Wang

2017 Baptisms and New Members
Second and Third Quarter
Baptisms
Kathy Kan, baptism
Yan Li, baptism
Malcolm Mathis, baptism
Jianguo Qi, baptism
(anonymous), baptism
Huibo Su, child baptism
Parents: Jianzhong Su, Jingyuan Fu
Sponsors: Karen Elsen, Bill Puryear
Henry Wesson Daoust, infant baptism
Parents: Wes and Heather Daoust
Sponsors: Matt Armand, Melissa Tung
Cox, Mikayla Leatherwood
Natalie Elizabeth Kolosseus, infant
baptism
Parents: Mike Kolosseus, Silvina Rana
Sponsors: Robert Charles Kolosseus,
Marie Mendoza, Jan Kolosseus,
Ray Kolosseus

Confirmed by
Affirmation of Baptism
Nicholas Groenewold
Julian Daniel Jones
Alice Yuxuan Tian

New Members
Hannah Anderson and Alex Dyson
Grace Boyhen and Gagabo Mohammed
Caleb Davis
Matt, Stacy, and Elliot Grunke
Mike Kolosseus, Silvina Rana, and
Natalie Elizabeth Kolosseus
Kimberly Sauke
Eric, Kim, and Jackson Underwood
Rilla Vieregg
13
Charles Wilson

What’s a Memorial?
A memorial is a special
monetary gift given in memory
of a loved one or the loved one
of a friend. Memorials are
given instead of flowers at the
time of death. They are a
wonderful way to give a useful
and lasting remembrance at
the time of death.
At Faith, we have a tradition of
giving memorials after the
death of a member or the
loved ones of fellow members.
The gifts go into a “Memorial
Fund” which is used for special
needs at Faith, or the gifts may
be designated for a certain
ministry. A list of current
needs, approved by our Church
Council, is available at the
information desk.
A notice of the gift is sent to
the family of the deceased by
the Church Office. A record of
the gift is included on the
donor’s quarterly financial
statement if the donor is a
member of Faith. Finally, the
memorials and other special
gifts contributed in memory of
someone, or in honor of a
person, or a special occasion,
are recognized quarterly in our
Mountain Mover.
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Online Resources @ Faith
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There are lots of ways we use technology at Faith. When we are using technology
at its best it helps us connect to one another. Here are some of the best ways you
can connect to the people and ministry of Faith using the internet and technology:

Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or class has
been scheduled on the
calendar, all doors to our
facilities are locked during office
hours.

Faithbook on Facebook Group Page (http://www.facebook.com/
groups/52277379112/) – We have about 240 friends and members of Faith
Lutheran Church connected on this group page. Any group member can post
announcements and topics to discuss for everyone to see. Many pictures from
events and service projects get posted here too!
“Like” us too! (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Faith-LutheranChurch/119430678067685) – We have a second Facebook organization page for
the church. If you click “Like” it will help spread our news and stories online.

We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and
intercom system at the office
doors to the administrative
wing. The office staff will buzz
you in if the office doors are
locked. Please park in the
parking lot behind the church
designated for Faith.

Live Stream (http://live.faithbellaire.org) – Every Sunday at 8:30 AM and 10:50 AM
Central Time you can tune in to this page to hear and see our services from
anywhere around the world. We’re also able to share weddings, funerals, and
other special events with friends and family that can’t be there.

You may wonder why the doors
are locked during the week. It’s
a matter of security for staff,
visitors, the Day School, and
Mother’s Day Out. The facility is
large, and if all the doors are
unlocked, it’s hard to know
when someone comes in. Thank
you in advance for
understanding and for using the
office entrance during office
hours.

Podcast (http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/faithbellaire/id448541129) – We
podcast our weekly sermons through iTunes. That means you can subscribe to our
podcast on your favorite mobile device or computer through iTunes and get the
latest messages delivered automatically to you. This is great for listening while you
exercise or commute to work.

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

Message Archive (http://faithbellaire.org/watch/messages/) – This is the place to
go if you missed a Sunday service or want to hear or watch part of the service
again. We have archives all the way back to 2011. Audio or video options are
available for most services.

Email subscription (http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?
llr=4nfh5neab&p=oi&m=1104274494911) – Use this link to subscribe to our email
distribution list. You’ll receive emails about once a week from the office with
announcements from the church. Also at the beginning of the month we email our
monthly newsletter in PDF format.
Subscribe to posts at Faithbellaire.org (http://faithbellaire.org/) – If you go to our
website and look on the right sidebar there is a section called “Subscribe via
email.” Click the “Sign me up!” button to follow our church blog and receive
automatic email notifications every time we make a new post to FaithBellaire.org.
Online Giving (http://faithbellaire.org/give/) - Set up your charitable donations to
Faith online, just like you pay your bills!
#FaithBellaire – Any time you share a picture, tweet, or check-in on social media,
use our official hashtag: #FaithBellaire.
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Acolyte

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule - October 2017
October 1

Alice Tian

Crucifer

October 8

October 15

Trevor Groenewold

Andy Allen

October 22

October 29

Nicholas Walker

Zach Michaud

Nicholas Groenewold Trevor Groenewold

William Walker

Nate Michaud

Lector

Doug Elsen

Carl Watson

Bryan Ives

Sharon Richter

Sara Karow

Communion
Assistants

Doug Elsen

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Sara Karow
Sharon Koch

Sara Karow
Sharon Koch

Asst Minister

Annika Becker

Doug Elsen

Doug Elsen

Joann Welton

Joann Welton

Ushers

Bill Freeman
Art Grove

Jeff Addicks
Scott Ramsey

Jeff Addicks
Scott Ramsey

Bill Puryear
Carl Watson

Bill Puryear
Carl Watson

Altar Guild

Melinda McGouldrick Bob and Ida Medlen
Susan Tallman

Bob and Ida Medlen

Bob and Ida Medlen

Bob and Ida Medlen

10:50 AM

October 1

October 8

October 15

October 22

October 29

Acolytes

Taylor Schugart
Audrey DeKunder

Zach Michaud
Nate Michaud

Taylor Schugart
Emma Voosen

Alice Tian
Dillon Williams

Trevor Groenewold
Nicholas Groenewold

Communion
Assistants

Ella DeKunder
Staci DeKunder

Kelley Keller
Susan Tallman

Dave Farner
Wendy Farner

Karen Ellison
Diana Boihem

Beth Bruce
Lauren Apollo

Asst Minister

Lyle Jares

James Cross

James Cross

Daniel Farner

Daniel Farner

Ushers

Roxy Funchess
Susan Tallman

Lerch Family

DeKunder Family

Holmes Family

Parkan Family

Altar Guild

Melinda McGouldrick Bob and Ida Medlen
Susan Tallman

Bob and Ida Medlen

Bob and Ida Medlen

Bob and Ida Medlen

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Charles Wilson
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Avier Whitfield
Alan Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas15
Darrell Glenn

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Youth and Family Coordinator
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian
Facility Services

Sun
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Special Congregational
Meeting (Sanc)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:15 PM Worship Team Meeting
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

1

8

29

Mon
2
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
6:00 PM SW Radio Control
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

9
All Day Columbus Day
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

16
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

23
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

30
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
7:00 PM AA Buffalo Group(306)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

3
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection (Lobby)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting
(108)
6:30 PM Cornerstone “2nd Stage” (400,
401)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

11
8:00 AM Faith Schools Fall Book Fair
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (201)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

4
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:00 PM Social Ministry Meeting (101)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (201)
7:00 PM AA (300)

Wed

Thu
5

26
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM MDO Family Potluck (FC)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

19

12
8:00 AM Faith Schools Fall Book Fair
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting
(101)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

October 2017 - Calendar of Events

10
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Tue

17

18
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (201)
7:00 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship Coworkers Meeting
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

24

31

25
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (201)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Fri

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6

27

20

13
8:00 AM Faith Schools Fall Book Fair
6:00 PM PNO (Gym)
7:00 PM Chinese Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:30 PM Pre-Halloween Bash (FC)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat

8:30 AM CCSC Food Pantry - St.
Luke UMC
9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:30 AM Faith House Budget
Meeting - (101)
9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

16

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:00 PM Young Adults @ Faith
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

16

22

15
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:00 PM New Member Mixer (300)
12:15 PM Parish Ed Team Meeting (201)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
6:00 PM HS Night (Off-campus)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:00 PM Young Adults @ Faith
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:30 AM Music Rehearsal
10:00 AM Reformation 500th
Anniversary Celebration
11:30 AM Lunch
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

16

7

14

21

28

