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Our middle school students showed us how to “be a blessing” by creating
sweet treats for our Faith House guests on August 28!
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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
2

September Message Series:
Taking Faith Home
God’s plan for blessing children
with the gift of faith begins in the
home. Parents, and those who
assume the role of parents, are the
first and most important
messengers of the Christian faith in
the lives of young people. This has
been proven, time and again, in
every study ever done.
Kind of scary, isn’t it?
This is especially scary for parents
who were raised without the kind
of caring environment where their
own parents were focused on
sharing the faith within their own
family. Where do they start? What
do they do?
This September we are going to be
talking in very basic and simple
terms about the four invaluable
faith practices that help shape the
kind of faith that makes a real lifelong difference in young people.
These practices are listed in every
“Taking Faith Home” bulletin insert
we receive each week.
Sept 4 - Caring Conversations
Sept 11 - Devotions
Sept 18 - Service
Sept 25 - Rituals and Traditions

Parent or not, we can all learn
something new as we dig deeper
into the basics.

Roots, wings, and how we see the world. That’s what I’m thinking
about today. Have you ever noticed that, beyond the birth
narratives, Joseph seems to have disappeared from Jesus’ life? Mary
shows up at a wedding, in a crowded house where the relatives are
questioning Jesus’ sanity, and at the cross. As invaluable as they
were, Jesus’ life was not about his birth parents and that is as it
should be.
We can trust that they did the three things God designed parents to do. They gave
Jesus life, cared for him as he grew up, and then sent him off with roots and wings.
I’ve got roots and wings on my mind as we move into September because Kelley and I
now find ourselves one step closer to a brand new stage in our lives. Emma is now
away in Waco, discovering herself at Baylor. Like every other transitional moment in
parenting, it is an emotional roller coaster. We are seeing life with new eyes.
I bring those new eyes as I stand in front of the congregation. This has happened
before. When I stood there as an expectant father I saw all of the other fathers who
had been there ahead of me. Later, as a new father, I gained a new appreciation for
the weight of responsibility and the realization that naps weren’t just good for infants.
I felt the blessing of being part of a wider community through all of the “oohs” and
“aahs” and words of encouragement that came our way.
When I was divorced…in front of the congregation was the last place on earth I
wanted to stand. I wanted to dig a hole and curl up and hide from everyone except my
children during the times they were with me. But I had no choice. A letter announcing
my divorce was mailed to every household in our congregation. Can you imagine? And
the following Sunday I fought back the shame as I said “good morning” as best I could.
And I was greeted, not with the shame and rejection that I expected but with
empathy, compassion, and grace. I felt, as perhaps never before, both how hard and
how beautiful walking through the doors of a church could be.
My father died first. Then three years later, my mother. The new eyes I brought to the
front of the church now saw through a prism of grief, gratitude, and still healing
memories. My parents were buried in the ground from which I had been given roots.
Ashes to ashes. And suddenly I felt I was flying alone in a way that I really wasn’t.
Now Emma is off to college. Kelley and I talk much about what we will do to fill the
time that she has spent waiting and staying up for Emma over the past several years. I
look out at the congregation and I see those who are ahead of us and those who are
just now tasting what it feels like to watch our kids fly off with their yet untested
wings.
Christian congregations do many good things in the world. Few things are more
important than raising up children with deep roots of faith, a deep sense of their
uniqueness, giftedness, and identity. Then they are sent forth into the world, flying
with the wings of possibility, opportunity, and responsibility. What a privilege we have
to be part of such a community!
Can you imagine the scene? Joseph and Mary, walking with Jesus down the dusty
street leading out of Nazareth, knowing only that he was leaving and not knowing
what that might mean. Then turning around, reaching for the security of the other as
they joined hands for the walk back home. In my imagination, Joseph speaks first.
“You done good babe.” “As did you” she says. And only then did it dawn on them that
they had been given a wonderfully new set of eyes, still flying on the wings once given
to them.
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Prayer Corner - Teaching God?

Humility is the realization that we do not know it all. We
need to be taught by God! How? We listen to God’s
word, just like Mary, who “sat at the Lord’s feet and
listened to his teaching.” (Luke 10:39) Jesus called this
the one thing that is necessary.

by Peggy
3 Porter
Read Isaiah 40:12-15 and Psalm 25
“Will any teach God knowledge?” (Job 21:22)

As we take to heart God’s written word, we listen to
Jesus and allow him to teach us. We learn to trust him
even when we do not understand his ways. We learn
from him that he has saved us and not we ourselves. We
learn that forgiveness of our sins is by his grace through
faith in Jesus! We will never exhaust what we can learn
from the Bible.

What can we teach God that God does not
already know? Absolutely nothing! What can
God teach us that we do not already know?
Everything! God knows perfectly the past, the
present, and the future. God knows what is in
our thoughts and on our hearts. God’s knowledge is vast
and infinite; there is nothing we could add to it.

Pray: “Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me
Are there times when we think that we know better
your paths. Lead me in your truth and teach
than God? Have we ever tried to tell God how to run our
me...” (Psalm 25:4-5) Amen.
lives or answer our prayers? It’s the height of pride to
think that we could teach God anything!

address the needs of a changing world, setting new goals for
how to carry out ministry, and for how to meet the ministry
needs of people in their lives today?

President’s Page
by Don Hodde, Faith Lutheran Church Council President

By now, many of you have put Summer 2016
behind you and are back in a routine driven by
school schedules, work schedules, and everyone
else’s schedule, it seems like sometimes. The lazy
days of Summer passed way too quickly.

Bishop Jakes’ words indicate that sometimes we have to
“move on,” leaving behind old ways of working, things we
used to do well in order to do new things; new things that
matter more. Maybe we need to do things differently because
what use to work doesn’t work so well anymore. Just as bread
was meant to spoil, we have to remind ourselves that we
constantly have to look at today. We have to be relevant for
today. To focus on the ministry needed in God’s world…today!
Give us THIS day our daily bread. What was needed yesterday
may no longer be relevant or valued today. We have to let it
go, recognizing that doing so is part of God’s master plan.

We are all busy people, but we should never get
so busy that we don’t take time out for important things. In
August, several church council members and our Pastors
attended a leadership summit put on by Willow Creek Church
in Chicago. It is an excellent event that has been hosted for
over 20 years. Each year a faculty of leaders from churches,
government, businesses, and academia are assembled to
teach and help people grow their leadership skills. This year
did not disappoint!

One thing is clear: life for all of us is very different than it was
for people of our same age and background 20, 30, and 40
years ago. Lives are busier, made ‘better’ by all kinds of
gadgets, toys, events, time, and resource suckers
One speaker, Bishop T.D. Jakes, gave a talk that included some
unimaginable in those years gone by. Which has left less time
points that really resonated with me:
for God, less times for nurturing key relationships, less time for
service, to our church, our family, and for helping others.
 What are you willing to leave behind to reach a new goal?
 We can't save bread that was meant to spoil. Jesus prayed
The Executive Board has been studying church governance and
“Give us this day our daily bread.”
ministry models over the past nine months or so. It seems
 We cannot hang on to yesterday's bread. Worms are here
appropriate to think about our current council structure in
for a reason.
light of Bishop Jakes’ points. Our church council structure has
not been revised for many decades, despite a lot of change in
These lines remind us that time moves on and with time
the world, in the ministry we do, in how we live our lives, and
comes much change. Is our church changing as required to
in the demands life puts on us!
Continued on page 4
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Women’s
Connection
4

Synod WELCA Annual Convention

Women's Connection will meet
on September 13 inside the
lobby by the church office at
9:30 AM. Everyone is welcome!

Our synod's Women of the ELCA will
be holding their annual convention
on September 16 - 18 at Memorial
in Texas City, with a keynote
speaker from Water to Thrive.
Registration is $75 if done by September 1.

For more information about the Women’s
Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

For more information or any questions, email Kim
Holle at kholle@pfenniglaw.com.

Continued from page 3

Could we be managing our church and carrying
out ministry more effectively? Can we do better at
maximizing the value created from the limited
time people can commit to executing church
ministry, in the context of their spiritual gifts, even
those with the spiritual gift of administration?
In the coming weeks, you will begin to hear about
and be provided the opportunity to learn more
about alternative approaches to church
governance and ministry execution. Perhaps this
can improve our efficiency at managing the
fiduciary responsibilities of the church as well as
carrying out church ministries, maximizing value
from the time people can commit to church.
Perhaps you are feeling called to serve on the
church council or to provide leadership in an area
of ministry you have passion for! Maybe you are
blessed with administrative leadership capabilities
that you leverage in the workplace, but perhaps
God may be calling you to leverage those skills for
the church as well!
Please reach out to Wendy Farner, any current
council member, or staff member to discuss your
interests! We would love to see you join the leadership team! And as with most things that require taking on a challenge, the
rewards you reap will be worth the investment!
See you in church!
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Word and Service. The accompanying constitutional
amendments related to the roster were also considered and
approved by the assembly.

ELCA Churchwide Assembly Key Actions
5 members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Voting
America (ELCA) approved a number of key actions
during the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly held in
New Orleans Aug. 8-13. The assembly is the highest
legislative authority of the church.



Approved the 2017-2019 budget proposal. The budget includes a
2017 current fund spending authorization of $65,296,005 and a
2017 ELCA World Hunger spending authorization of $24.8
million; a 2018 current fund income proposal of $64,057,220 and
a 2018 ELCA World Hunger income proposal of $25 million; a
2019 current fund income proposal of $64,151,175 and a 2019
ELCA World Hunger income proposal of $25 million; and
authorizes the Church Council to establish a spending
authorization after periodic review of revised income estimates.



Approved various memorials – or proposals – from the ELCA's 65
synods. In addition to memorials considered "en bloc," the
assembly separately approved the following: deepening
relationships with historic Black churches; toward a responsible
energy future; repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery; peace
with justice in the Holy Land; justice for the Holy Land through

The 945 voting members:



Elected William B. Horne II of St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
Clearwater, Fla., vice president of the ELCA. Horne was installed
during closing worship Aug. 13.



Accepted the "Declaration on the Way," a unique ecumenical
document that marks a path toward greater unity between
Catholics and Lutherans. At the heart of the document are 32
"Statements of Agreement" that state where Lutherans and
Catholics do not have church-dividing differences on topics
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Faith Choir is Looking For More Singers!
Are you interested in making music and serving God with some fun-loving folks? Faith Choir hopes so!
We're beginning our 71st year of praising God together. If you are ninth
grade and up, we invite you to audition us at any Thursday night 7:30 PM
rehearsal.

If you have young children, we'll arrange for child care. If you can only
commit for a few months, that's fine with us. If you need a ride to Faith,
we can make that happen.
Come join Faith Choir and sing great music with us! We have a place for
you!

responsible investment; African Descent Lutherans; call to
discernment on U.S. foreign and military policy; welcoming
refugees; and supporting military personnel, veterans and their
families.

about church, ministry and the Eucharist. The document also
presents the differences that remain.





Approved AMMPARO – the ELCA's strategy to Accompany
Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and
Opportunities. The ELCA developed this strategy based on
commitments to uphold and guarantee the basic human rights
and safety of migrant children and their families; to address the
root causes of migration in countries from Central America's
Northern Triangle and Mexico and the treatment of migrants in
transit; to work toward just and humane policies affecting
migrants in and outside the U.S.; to engage as a church with all
of its companions, affiliates and partners to respond to the
migration situation and its causes; and to advocate for migrant
children and their families.
Approved the Ministry of Word and Service roster. Beginning
Jan. 1, 2017, ELCA associates in ministry, deaconesses and
diaconal ministers will be a single, unified roster of Ministry of



Elected members to serve on: Church Council, Portico Benefits
Services, Mission Investment Fund, Augsburg Fortress,
Committee on Appeals, Committee on Discipline and Nominating
Committee.



Adopted amendments to the ELCA Constitution, Bylaws and
Continuing Resolutions.

Legislative updates are available at
www.download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/
5Legislative_Updates_for_the_2016_Churchwide_Assembly.pdf?
_ga=1.19708861.489591942.1471285661
See more at: www.elca.org/News-and-Events/7852

6

Greater than Gold
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor
6

The Rio Olympics lowered its curtains on August 21, 2016. I still
feel the warmth in my heart as I read about the huge ovation that
the refugee team received at the opening ceremony on August 5.
For the first time in the history of the Olympics, there was a team
of 10 athletes representing 60 million refugees around the world.
The leader of the team is Tegla Loroupe who was the winner of the
New York City Marathon in 1994 and 1995 and the first black African woman to
win a major marathon. She went to Rio not as a runner, but as a peace
ambassador to bring attention and compassion to the global refugee crisis. She
said the refugee Olympians would not win gold medals, “but they will not
disappoint.”

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM

FCF Bible Study

10:50 AM

Worship (FC)

12:00 PM

Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

Athletes go to the Olympic games for all sorts of reasons. Many compete for
gold, silver, or bronze medals for their country, but for others the reward
cannot be measure by gold or silver. Eric Liddell was the famous gold medalist
of the 400-meter race in the 1924 Paris Game. One of his biographies is entitled
“Eric Liddell, Something Greater Than Gold.” His story was made into an
Academy Award winning movie called “Chariots of Fire.”
Eric Liddell was born into a missionary family in Tianjin, China. His parents sent
young Liddell to England to receive education, but while in college, he became
a terrific short distance runner. There is a famous line in the movie where Eric's
sister was arguing with him about his plans to attend the Olympic games in
Paris instead of immediately going to the mission field in China. Eric's response
was memorable, "God has made me to be a missionary, aye, but he has made
me fast, and when I run, I feel God's pleasure." He realized that he had been
given an athletic gift from God and it was not his to take way.
At the 1924 Olympics in Paris, Eric Liddell refused to run in the 100-meter
sprint, the event he trained long and hard to win. The reason? Because it took
place on Sunday and as a devout Christian, he decided to obey God’s
commandment to “remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.” It was God first
and everything second. Instead of running to win the 100-meter dash on
Sunday, he took on the grueling 400-meter race on another day. He had never
trained for this race and so no one expected him to win, but miracles do
happen. He not only won the gold, but also broke the 400-meter record. The
movie, “Chariots of Fire,” ends its story there in 1924 which became the most
famous and glorious year for Eric Liddell from a worldly perspective, but from a
spiritual perspective, his most fruitful years were actually to come.
Within a year of his Olympic success, Eric Liddell deliberately walked away from
fame and glory that could have been his in Britain. He responded to God’s call
and went back to the country of his birth as a missionary. For a number of
Continued on page 7
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Stockholder’s Dinner
Sunday, September 18 @ 6:00 PM
Fellowship Hall
This Stockholder’s Dinner is to thank all of the Stockholders that made a real
difference in the lives of the students here at Faith! Because of your
generosity this year, Faith’s students got to work with over 75 children in
Bayou La Batre, help fix homes, and build relationships.
We can't wait to share our experiences with you. This event will be for
Stockholders only.

Continued from page 6

years, he taught science at the Anglo-Chinese College in Tianjin. Then he became an ordained minister and often
traveled many miles in rugged conditions by foot and bicycle to preach the gospel to families in the country.
During World War II, Eric took a great risk to rescue two wounded Chinese soldiers. When Tianjin fell under
Japanese control, he was sent to an internment camp in March 1943. In the camp he pastored, taught the word of
God, and loved his fellow inmates. He even taught fellow inmates to pray for the Japanese. In February 1945, he
became suddenly ill and died from a brain tumor just a few months before the liberation of the camp.
In 2008, just before the Beijing Olympics, Chinese authorities revealed that when the British government, with
Winston Churchill’s approval, managed to secure Liddell’s freedom in a prisoner exchange, Liddell declined and
instead offered his place to a pregnant woman. To honor the God-given talent and win a gold medal in the Paris
Olympic games was indeed a glorious day in Eric Liddell’s life, but more glorious was the day when he went to be
with the Lord and receive the heavenly prize.
Jesus made such a promise to all who follow him, “Be faithful until
death, and I will give you the crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10) May
we all run the race of faith with perseverance, patience, and
faithfulness, “press on to reach the end of the race and receive the
heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling
us.” (Philippians 3:14) Two questions to reflect on. First, what
talents and gifts has God given you to fulfill the particular calling
God has for you in church and in the world? Second, how earnest
are you to anticipate the heavenly prize, the crown of life?
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Chinese Worship Gets New Communion Vessels
8

by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

One of the goals that the Board of Worship set for 2016 was to
commission the creation of new communion vessels for our Chinese
Worship service. Our Chinese Worship service has been gathering in
the Faith Center Gym for over a year now. Since they began, they have
been using the purple ceramic communion vessels that were made for
The Gathering service. There is certainly nothing wrong with using
these older vessels, but we felt like an opportunity was being missed.

Faith Handbell Choir
Resumes Sunday
Rehearsals!

Not everyone who loves
praising God with music is a
singer; some are ringers!
For the 19th consecutive year,
Faith's intergenerational
Handbell Choir is starting its
nine month season with the
first 1:30 PM rehearsal
on Sunday, September 11. We
play at the Heritage and
Gathering worship services and
will be playing at Faith Chinese
Fellowship for the first time this
Fall!
We welcome couples, parents
and children, empty-nesters,
and those who have played
before who have missed it.
We have three octaves of both
Schulmerich bells and Malmark
chimes. We're known for our
ice cream breaks (Blue Bell, of
course) and laughing
together. We learn from our
mistakes and seek to play our
best for God.
Come join us on September 11
or any Sunday from 1:30 to 2:30
PM!

The table is at the center of our worshipping assemblies at Faith. We celebrate the
Meal of God’s love every Sunday at every service we have. The vessels we use to
celebrate the Meal can provide an added sense of mystery and the divine presence of
God. Our Chinese Worship community is so unique and diverse that we felt they
needed their own communion vessels to reflect who they are. Our hope was that with
their own vessels for communion, our Chinese worshipers would strengthen their
identity as a part of Faith Lutheran Church.
Here is the process of how these wonderful communion vessels came to be:










This goal of enriching Chinese Worship was actually discussed by the Board of
Worship in 2015. The first thing we did was to write a request for proposals that
described what we were looking for. It included a description of our Chinese
Worship service, what the space they worship in is like, and what type of vessels
we needed. We requested proposals for a paten (large plate that holds the loaf of
bread), chalice (cup for wine), and flagon (large container in which liquid is served,
typically with a handle and spout).
Next, the request for proposals was posted on ArtsHound.com, a service of
Houston Arts Alliance. Organizations can submit classifieds here for projects that
they would like an artist to work on. Our request was posted toward the end of
2015 with a deadline for proposals to be submitted by January 1, 2016.
Several artists expressed interest in creating communion vessels. After the Board
of Worship, Pastor Tan, and the leadership of Chinese Worship reviewed the
proposals, we decided to ask Thomas Perry to create our communion vessels.
Thomas is an accomplished local artist, you
can see more of his work here:
thomasperrypottery.com. We were happy to
support a local artist with this project.
I met with Thomas Perry in April to discuss
the details for designing our vessels. Together
with Pastor Tan, we discussed what colors,
motifs, and sizes would be appropriate for
these pieces. The red color was selected for
its prominence in Chinese culture. Grapes are
also a popular motif in Chinese artwork. The
words “spiritual food” were selected by Pastor
Tan to be depicted in Chinese characters on
the sides of the paten.
The communion vessels were delivered by
Thomas Perry the first week of August and
were blessed and used in Chinese Worship on
August 7, 2016. Thomas Perry was invited and
attended that morning to see their inaugural
use.
8
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Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday,
September 1 at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room.
We would love for you to join us for Bible study. Come
hungry! Bring your sack lunch; desserts and drinks are
provided. Socializing with the group is so joyful. All are
welcome!

First Place 4 Health
Tuesday, September 20 @ 7:00 PM
Room 306 (Faith Center)
A new session of First Place 4 Health begins on Tuesday, September 20 at 7:00 PM in the Faith Center, Room
306. Our small group is open to men and women seeking to improve their spiritual and physical health.
The Bible Study for the Fall session Training for Success includes the following introduction:
“Do you want to master lasting changes in your life? Changes that others will notice and that will change you
from the inside out? All of us want to be stronger and more physically fit, but if we have any experience with diet
and health programs, we know changes that stick over the months and years have to begin with character
transformation. In Training for Success you will study about Jesus Christ, the ultimate personal trainer. Each
week you will study a characteristic of Christ, such as faithfulness and devotion, and will be challenged to
become more like him.”
Come for an introduction to the program on Tuesday, September 6 and to ask
questions. If you decide to join the group, you can pay for your materials and
receive them at the first weekly meeting on Tuesday, September 20 at 7:00 PM
in the Faith Center, Room 306.

The session is 12 weeks and will end on December 6.
Participant’s Cost:
Member Kit
Bible Study
Total Cost

$100.00
$ 20.00
$120.00

A weekly payment plan will be available to participants who want to use it. Past participants pay $20.00 for the
Bible study. If you have any questions, contact Mardi Mayerhoff at 713-203-1875 or by email at
mgmayerhoff@juno.com.
9
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anyone who wants to experience this 1,828pipe treasure on the second Sunday of each
month (starting September 11) after the
Heritage and Gathering worship services. The
For years, folks of all
only rules: You can touch anything except the
sizes and ages have
asked if they can see our pipes, and kids under 12 need a grown-up to
join them (it's pretty steep in the choir loft).
1985 Visser-Rowland
organ, usually after
We'll limit the visits to 15 minutes, but you
worship. When there's
can come as often as you like! I'm hoping that
time, Alan is delighted to show the organ
we'll all gain a new appreciation for this
console, chests and pipes, to young and old,
beautiful and fascinating gift with which we
even allowing anyone to play it.
praise God every Sunday!

Second
Sunday Organ Tours
10
Begins September 11!

We've decided to make this available to

Parenting Beyond Your Capacity
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation

The parents I have come in contact with
are generally good at setting basic
boundaries for their teenagers.
However, research has shown that less
than half set boundaries with their
teenagers in relation to their use of
technology. The reason for this is that today’s
parents didn’t grow up needing “technology”
boundaries, other than not watching R-rated videos.
In my lifetime, I have gone from having one old
Macintosh computer for a family of five to having five
devices just for me. Technology is changing and
consequences for not helping young people manage
their online and digital lifestyles go well beyond just
losing sleep. Issues of being responsible digital
citizens, protecting their identity and reputation,
appropriate disclosure, sexting, pornography, cyberbullying, and stalking are just some of the reasons
that teenagers need mature guides in this area of
their lives.

be referencing from, “Boundaries with Teens,” is to
“be connected to other adults in meaningful
relationships. The sooner the better. A parent who
does not have some relationships at deep and
significant levels is in jeopardy of not being able to
set, keep, and enforce loving boundaries. So get
connected – not only for yourself but also for your
teenager.” This group is a way for you to connect
with other adults working through the same
challenges in meaningful ways.

In the past few years, there has been a bit of hysteria
about messaging apps. Parents, I encourage you to
not only come and join the Parenting Beyond Your
Capacity learning group, but also to talk to your
teenager calmly about things like Snapchat,
WhatsApp, and Kik. Ask if they have the app and
what they use it for. Talk about their understanding
of and assumptions about online apps, outline the
dangers, and stress that they can come to you if
things get uncomfortable or out of control. The key
Setting boundaries and appropriate behavior belongs message is that nothing is private in the online digital
in the domain of the family. So it is up to parents and space, think twice before you send or participate, and
guardians to actually decide how they will help their report what you know is wrong.
teenagers and what limits they will set. Facilitated by
Betty Becker and Staci DeKunder, Faith is launching
the Parenting Beyond Your Capacity learning group to
10
discuss emerging challenges like the ones discussed
above. One of the key insights of the book they will

instrumental tracks were divided by specific 11
area (worship leader, acoustic guitar, electric
guitar, bass guitar, keyboard, drums, vocals,
sound tech, and video tech). Conceptual track
offerings included sessions on music theory,
collaborative worship design, making worship contextual, live
streaming, and a web tool called Planning Center Online. During the
“Coaching for Bands” session a volunteer church band from Messiah
Lutheran in Cypress received feedback and help with their music
from a panel of track leaders.

TUNE UP Worship Band Gathering Recap
On Saturday, August 20, 2016, the TUNE UP
11
worship band gathering was held. Over 60
worship musicians, pastors, sound techs, and
video techs assembled on the campus of Faith
Lutheran Church in Bellaire, TX for a multidenominational training event. Continuing in its fourth year, the
event was organized by the Worship Excellence Team of the TX-LA
Gulf Coast Synod (ELCA) to improve the quality of band-led worship
in smaller churches.

One of our special guests for the event was
Brian Hehn, Director of The Center for
Congregational Song at The Hymn Society in
the U.S. and Canada. Brian, who joined the
house band on percussion, had this to say:
“Great event. Thanks for doing this important work. The overall spirit
The gathering began with opening worship and a panel discussion
of the event and people who attended/led was very joyful and kindabout the intersection of worship and culture. Then everyone divided spirited.” Watch the website for details on upcoming events:
into instrumental/vocal/tech tracks, and conceptual tracks. The
TuneUpGathering.org
The assembled musicians and techs represented 14 congregations
including Lutheran, Presbyterian, Baptist, and United Methodist
churches. Participants traveled from as far as Austin, Texas and
DeRidder, Louisiana to attend the training event.

Faith Camp 2016
Look Back

Faith Camp by the Numbers
2014

2015

2016

190

245

270

Week 1

76

89

96

Week 2

67

73

88

Week 3

47

83

86

Income

$ 22,821

$ 28,262

$ 33,302

$ (29,750)

$ (26,882)

$ (25,125)

# Campers
by weeks

Expenses

$ (8,800)
Net

Scholarships Given

$ (6,929)

$ 1,380

$ (623)

$ (2,360.00)

$ (7,755.00)

$ (4,450.00)

TLU Disciple
Training

May, and the program was offered to clients living in 33 zip
codes. The majority of registered clients reside in Gulfton
(77081) or Sharpstown area (77036/77074).

CCSC Back to School was a Success!

Faith Lutheran Church successfully hosted CCSC’s back to School
event on August 5 and 6. With tremendous gratitude to volunteers,
 As available, families were able to obtain valuable "bonus items"
donors, and other supporters, Christian Community Service Center
such as gently used clothing and shoes.
(CCSC) is pleased to report that we achieved our Back To School 2016
goal: 6,603 students enrolled in Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth
Grade received a new, grade-specific package of school supplies and  92% of clients who pre-registered attended the event.
a voucher for new uniforms/shoes. Through numerous donations
Thank you to the CCSC Community! Your support made an amazing
and notable time spent in event preparation, local students are
difference in the lives of these children!
better prepared for their first day of school and academic success!
Here are some highlights from Back to School 2016:
 6,603 students received a new, grade-specific package of school
supplies and a voucher for new uniforms/shoes.


2,416 of these children were assisted at our community event at
Faith Lutheran. These students were pre-registered in April and
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Faith House 30th Birthday Luncheon
12
Sunday, September
25 @ 12:00 PM
Faith Center Gym
Faith House Ministry turns 30 next
month and will be throwing a
birthday luncheon for the
congregation! This year our goal is
to raise $30,000 in birthday gifts to
renovate the last three guest
rooms; we will also have a “Gift Registry” of household
items that are needed. If you give by check, write “FH
Gift” in the memo line. You can view and purchase gifts
in the lobby on Sundays, September 11, 18, and at the
birthday luncheon on Sunday, September 25.

This is how it works:
1. You select the items that you would like to give to
Faith House,
2. donate to Faith House the amount of money needed
to purchase that item,
3. and then Faith House does the shopping for you. We
will purchase the item during the renovation process.
Faith House thanks you in advance for your birthday
gifts, but most important, please plan to celebrate with
the Faith House for it’s 30th birthday!

Parent’s Night Out
Friday, September 9 and 23 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym
Fun activities for kids from ages six months to 12 years old.
The cost is $15 for one child, $10 per each additional child (same household)
with a $45 household max. You may pay in cash at the door or online in
advance at www.faithbellaire.org/give and select Parent's Night Out. Please cancel reservations anytime prior
to the event by email or text message.
Pass this information to ALL of your friends, family, and neighbors for a safe and inexpensive place for your child
to go when you need a parent’s night out!

Lutherhill Ministries 10th Annual
S'mores & Champagne Gala
Please join us Saturday, September 10 to celebrate Lutherhill Ministries at the 10th Annual
S’mores & Champagne Gala. The event begins at 6:00 PM with cocktails and time to socialize. It
will also feature an opportunity to bid on items in our popular silent auction, check out the
Lutherhill Wishing Wall, and join in the fun and play the Wine Wall all to benefit Lutherhill
Ministries. Dress is cocktail attire.
For information about the event, underwriting opportunities or donating to the silent or live auctions, please
visit www.lutherhill.org/support/gala. A room block has been set up at the Gala location.
Please contact the hotel directly to make reservations:
The Woodlands Waterway Marriott (location of the Gala)
1601 Lake Robbins Drive,12The Woodlands, TX 77380
800-262-1509
Lutherhill Ministries rate: $187/night + tax
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2016 Memorial Gifts and Special Contributions
13
2nd Quarter
In Memory of Herbert Groot
Joan D. Hagan
In Memory of Harvey Haveman
Frances B. Haveman

In Memory of Linda West
Barbara P. Murff
Joe and Betty Dossey and Tina Wood

In Memory of Jane McBride
Rebecca Ruth Circle
Suzanne Girouard
John and Anita Lacy
Mardi Mayerhoff

Special Gift to Day School
Bike-A-Thon
Rebecca Grove
Mardi Mayerhoff
LaRae Nelson
Williams Family
Bill and Coralynn Wilson

In Memory of Jean Slater
Karen S. Kelly

Special Gift to Faith House
Rebecca Gonchar

In Memory of Joseph Pope
LaRae Nelson

2016 Baptisms and New Members
2nd Quarter
April
Elliot Grunke, infant baptism
Parents: Matthew and Stacy Grunke
Emily Long, infant baptism
Parents: James and Rebecca Long
Sponsors: Bill and Courtney Fast

May
Annika Becker, affirmation
Joshua Boihem, affirmation
Lyle Jares, affirmation
Sam Kennedy, affirmation
Nathaniel Michaud, affirmation
Harper Nelson, infant baptism
Parents: Michael Nelson and Amy Stinson
Sponsors: Kate Mitsakis and Micah Stinson
Michael Nelson, transferred from Zion Lutheran Church, Houston, TX
Sabrina Schlater, affirmation
Caleb Seitz, affirmation
Amy Stinson, transferred from Lord of Life Church, Kingwood, TX
Dillion Williams, affirmation
No report for June
13

What’s a Memorial?
A memorial is a special
monetary gift given in memory
of a loved one or the loved one
of a friend. Memorials are
given instead of flowers at the
time of death. They are a
wonderful way to give a useful
and lasting remembrance at
the time of death.

At Faith, we have a tradition of
giving memorials after the
death of a member or the
loved ones of fellow members.
The gifts go into a “Memorial
Fund” which is used for special
needs at Faith, or the gifts may
be designated for a certain
ministry. A list of current
needs, approved by our Church
Council, is available at the
information desk.
A notice of the gift is sent to
the family of the deceased by
the Church Office. A record of
the gift is included on the
donor’s quarterly financial
statement if the donor is a
member of Faith. Finally, the
memorials and other special
gifts contributed in memory of
someone, or in honor of a
person, or a special occasion,
are recognized quarterly in our
Mountain Mover.
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Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or class has
been scheduled on the
calendar, all doors to our
facilities are locked during office
hours.
We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and
intercom system at the office
doors to the administrative
wing. The office staff will buzz
you in if the office doors are
locked. Please park in the
parking lot behind the church
designated for Faith.
You may wonder why the doors
are locked during the week. It’s
a matter of security for staff,
visitors, the Day School, and
Mother’s Day Out. The facility is
large, and if all the doors are
unlocked, it’s hard to know
when someone comes in. Thank
you in advance for
understanding and for using the
office entrance during office
hours.

Upcoming Events
Worship

Leader Gathering
Saturday, September 10 @ 9:00 - 11:00 AM
Fellowship Hall

Altar

Guild Fall Meeting
Saturday, September 10 @ 10:00 AM
Conference Room

Lutherhill

S’mores & Champagne Gala
Saturday, September 10 @ 6:00 PM
1601 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands, TX 77380

New

Member Mixer
Sunday, September 18 @ 12:00 PM
Community Room (Faith Center)

Stockholder’s

Dinner
Sunday, September 18 @ 6:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

First

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

Place 4 Health
Tuesday, September 20 @ 7:00 PM
Room 306 (Faith Center)

Faith

House’s 30th Birthday Luncheon
Sunday, September 25 @ 12:00 PM
Faith Center Gym

Questions?
Please email the church office at info@faithbellaire.org.
14

15
15
8:30 AM
Acolyte

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule - September 2016
September 4
Alice Tian

Crucifer

September 11

September 18

September 25

Caleb Seitz

Alice Tian

Zach Michaud

Josh Boihem

Nicholas Groenewold

Nate Michaud

Lector

Doug Elsen

Carl Watson

Bryan Ives

Janice Kolosseus

Communion
Assistants

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

Asst Minister

Doug Elsen

Don Hodde

Don Hodde

Karen Elsen

Ushers

Art Grove
Carl Watson

Carl Watson
Bill Freeman

Chris Jones
Scott Ramsey

Cory and LaRae Nelson

Altar Guild

Bob and Ida Medlen

Anna Stock
Diana Freeman

Anna Stock
Diana Freeman

Joann Welton
Beverly Sones

10:50 AM

September 4

September 11

September 18

September 25

Acolytes

Dillon Williams
Dylan McGouldrick

JD Jones
Andrew Strickland

Zach Michaud
Nate Michaud

Dylan McGouldrick
Lyle Jares

Communion
Assistants

Karen Ellison
Diana Boihem

Kelley Keller
Susan Tallman

Dave and Wendy Farner

Jon and Nancy Holmes

Asst Minister

Sam Kennedy

Daniel Farner

Daniel Farner

Wendy Farner

Ushers

Lerch Family

Dave and Wendy Farner

Susan Tallman
Roxy Funchess

Cross Family

Altar Guild

Bob and Ida Medlen

Anna Stock
Diana Freeman

Anna Stock
Diana Freeman

Joann Welton
Beverly Sones

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alexandria DeCuire
Alan Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas15
Darrell Glenn

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian
Facility Services

4

11

18

Mon

All Day Labor Day
All Day Church Office and Schools
Closed
8:00 PM AA (300)

5

Tue

7

Thu
1

8

29
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

22
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM Day School Open House
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

15
All Day Mountain Mover Due
8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair (FH)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM MDO Family Potluck (FC)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

10:00 AM ESL Meet & Greet (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:45 PM Exec. Board Meeting (101)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Women Only (305)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

September 2016 - Calendar of Events
Wed

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Social Ministries Board
Meeting (101)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

13
8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair (FH)
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection (Lobby)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

21
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting
(108)
6:30 PM Cornerstone “2nd Stage” (400,
401)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

12
8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair (FH)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

20
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Board Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

14
8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair (FH)
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

19
8:00 AM LEAD Board Meeting (300)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

27

26
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

28
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Fri

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:00 PM PNO (FH)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

2

9

30

23

16
8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair (FH)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:00 PM PNO (FH)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Altar Guild Fall Meeting
(101)
9:00 AM Worship Leaders
Gathering (FH)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair
(FH)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 AM CCSC Food Pantry
(St Luke’s UMCGC)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
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Sun

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

All Day Jazz Sunday
8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair (FH)
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Adult Learning Groups
9:45 AM MOVE
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (200)
7:00 PM HS Night (Off-campus)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

16

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Adult Learning Groups
9:45 AM MOVE
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM New Member Mixer (300)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (200)
6:00 PM Stockholder’s Dinner (FH)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
25
All Day New Member Sunday
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Adult Learning Groups
9:45 AM MOVE
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Faith House B-Day Party (FC)
12:15 PM Board of Worship Meeting
(201)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (200)
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10

17

24

