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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
2

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11
Do you ever get the feeling that somehow you just don’t get it? I do.
Often. And certainly this time of year.
I don’t get the annual fuss over the ridiculous idea that “Christianity is
Under Attack!” because of holiday themed coffee cups or debates over manger displays
on public property. I just don’t get it. Maybe it’s because, coffee drinker though I be, I
seldom buy over-priced designer coffee from tiny little coffee shops. And I couldn’t care
less about the cups they use because I always bring my own refillable mug. Or the idea
that saying “Merry Christmas” or not is a big deal. As far as manger scenes go, I would
rather public workers focus on potholes than putting up any kind of holiday displays.

The Christmas season is a
wonderful time in our culture.
Amidst all the craziness, the
shopping, the planning, and the
parties, there is still an
atmosphere of generosity,
community, and love. And, of
course, an annual public
controversy about something or
other. Let’s talk about that.
Let’s talk about how to
celebrate the witness of
Christmas in the complicated
public square of our culture.
December 3 - Christmas Greetings
December 10 - Lessons and Carols
December 17 - Christmas Presence
December 24 - Christmas Characters
Christmas Eve - Tidings of Comfort and Joy

This year the first news I read was outrage over a bakery in Germany that used a
manger scene featuring the sausage they were trying to sell in the manger where the
baby Jesus was supposed to be. I do get that. It is kind of dumb. It certainly wouldn’t
inspire me to buy their sausage but I don’t see the Christian faith under attack by such a
silly ad. Besides, I have never seen a manger scene that gets the story right according to
the Bible. The wise guys certainly did not show up with the shepherds but there they
are in every display. Go figure.
Only then did I get the word that the coffee cup frenzy was on again. The BIG DEAL this
year that is supposed to be ATTACKING CHRISTIANITY is an ad campaign that
encourages people to “Give Good” this holiday season and features a commercial that
begins with the message that “Holidays Mean Something Different to Everyone.” Well…
that is true. And the various characters that flash through the ad feature lots of different
combinations of people and families. The real uproar is that two women are pictured on
the cup itself. They could be friends sharing a cup of over-priced designer coffee or a
same-sex couple.
Again, that is a simple observation about the way life really is. It is neither an attack on
the Christian faith, nor will it influence any heterosexual young girls to try on
homosexuality, nor will it inspire me to buy over-priced designer coffee from a tiny little
shop. What it does do is to publicly recognize the reality of life for some people rather
than resorting to shaming them with silence or ostracizing them because they challenge
how other people think the world ought to be.
If the Christian faith has anything to say about the way that the world ought to be then
we ought to focus on the sorts of things that Jesus pointed out – care of the poor, the
outcast, the stranger, the sick, the imprisoned. We should concern ourselves with
avoiding debt, sharing what we have, being content with what we have left, and
contributing toward the common good.
Christmas, at least in our corner of the Christian world, is preceded by Advent for some
very good reasons. While we celebrate the incarnation, the first coming, of Jesus at his
birth on Christmas, we anticipate his final coming, the culmination of creation, for the
four weeks prior to Christmas. We make room for more worship, more focus on our
faith, as we hear the voices of the prophets and prepare ourselves for seeing Jesus in
and around us.
Let’s not get distracted by coffee cups and manger scenes. Let’s not go overboard
buying stuff that we can’t afford for people who already have too much stuff. Let’s focus
on loving one another
2 and the world around us – in all the shapes, sizes, and diversity
that fills this world with beauty.
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our severed relationship to God. God’s mysterious
revelations are unfolded over many generations in the Bible
to lead us to find the true Messiah.

Prayer Corner - House of Bread
by Peggy
Porter
3
Read Micah 5:1-4 and Psalm 130

Today, Bethlehem is under Palestinian control. That does not
John 7:42 “Has not the Scripture said that the Christ erase its biblical importance or its historical role. If you visit, look
comes from the offspring of David, and comes from beyond the commercialism in the trinkets and souvenirs. See, in
this obscure place, the birth of the Lamb of God, who redeems us.
Bethlehem, the village where David was?”

The history of Bethlehem (house of bread) is filled with takeovers
by numerous regimes and religions. The building and destruction
over the millennia leaves the casual observer to wonder why this
small area, six miles south of Jerusalem, would warrant all the
strategic attention. This was the City of David. He was crowned
King of Israel here.

Maybe you need a fresh perspective to see how much God loves
us. This house of bread was home to the Bread of Life, who gives
life-strengthening sustenance each time we come to the Lord’s
Table. Remember the great things God has done for us, and
rejoice.
Pray: Lord, please help me see anew your plan for our
salvation. Amen.

From little Bethlehem in Judah, Micah declared, the Messiah
would come. This is just one of many messianic prophesies
that boldly reveal the truth of God’s plan and purpose to restore

Faith Schools
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools

As we look back on the month of November, we think of all that we have to be thankful for. Midmonth,
we celebrated with our 34th annual Thanksgiving Feast. Our staff, especially Ms. Tonia and Ms. Denise,
prepped for and served over 250 guests. All of the tables and chairs had to be removed from the school to
get ready for the Feast. The menu included turkey, mashed potatoes, green beans, fruit, cranberry sauce,
and pumpkin pie.
Ms. Tonia even called in her daughter to help her on the day of the event. The teachers created
personalized place settings for each guest and helped the children to create costumes that represented American Indians
and Pilgrims. As with all that we do, teachers worked age-appropriate concepts into the curriculum. Children learned
about the raw ingredients to make the foods served at the feast, and they also learned about sharing what we have with
those who are less fortunate.
At Chapel on November 21, children brought canned goods in support of families who may have to visit a food pantry
during this holiday season. These simple, developmentally appropriate opportunities to give will be incorporated into our
expanding chapel projects curriculum that will further bridge the gap between Church and School.
We also received an exciting surprise this November. Our neighbor, David Jenkins, came by to rebuild the playhouse on
our playground. Mr. Jenkins spent several days hauling away the pieces of our old playhouse and bringing in and
assembling the pieces of our new playhouse. Mr. Jenkins had donated the old playhouse after his children outgrew it.
When we called to say that we were in the market for a new one, he said that he’d come by and get started. The children
were thrilled to sit outside and watch him work. The children were able to witness demolition of the old house and the
construction of the new house from the ground up. When children are able to see this entire process, they are more
likely to care for the items they’ve seen built. Mr. Jenkins donated all of the materials and the labor for the playhouse.
We are appreciative of his kindness and generosity.
As we look ahead to December, we prepare ourselves for a marathon that will end in a well-deserved two week break.
We will study and celebrate winter holidays around the world. We will honor our staff with a Christmas party. We will
make gifts for parents. We will enjoy a classic Christmas Party for the whole Day School. We will enjoy classroom
Christmas celebrations at MDO. We will tell and retell the story of Jesus’ birth. We will sing at Advent Services. And we
will welcome family and friends to our Christmas Program on December 21.
3

Merry Christmas to all, and Happy New Year!
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Faith Day School Thanksgiving Feast

Annual Community Thanksgiving Day Feast
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Christmas Poinsettias
5

It is a tradition at Faith to celebrate Christmas with poinsettias in the chancel area for the glory of
God and in honor of loved ones. This year we will be ordering poinsettias from Brookwood to give
our support to this community.
“The Brookwood Community provides an educational environment that creates meaniful jobs,
builds a sense of belonging, and provides meaning and purpose for adults with disabilities.”
Poinsettias will be displayed at all services on Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve. They may be purchased for $9.00 (checks
payable to Faith Lutheran Church) with “poinsettias” in the memo line. Please place checks in the offering plate or the church
office. A sign-up table will be available in the lobby.
Deadline to Order: Sunday, December 17
Poinsettias may be picked up after the 7:30 PM Christmas Eve service through Sunday, December 31. Those that are not picked up
will be donated.

2018 Church Council
Wendy Farner, President

Eric Lerch, Member At Large

George Amundson, Vice President

Brian Taylor, Member At Large

Yvonne Moody, 2nd Vice President

Joann Welton, Recording Secretary

Mayra Marshall, Member At Large

Women’s Connection

Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on
Thursday, December 7 at 10:00 AM in
the Conference Room.

Women's Connection will meet on December
13 to help prepare for Advent Lunch which
begins at 12:30 PM. Everyone is welcome!

We would love for you to join us for Bible
study. Come hungry! Bring your sack
lunch; desserts and drinks are provided.
Socializing with the group is so joyful. All
are welcome!

For more information about the Women’s
Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.
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Quarter Angel
6

by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

If you go shopping at Aldi, you have to pay a quarter to get a shopping
cart. Your quarter is returned once you put the cart back. Once in a
while, I go shopping at Aldi at the corner of Beechnut and Bissonnet.
Since I rarely bring coins with me, my legs, hands, and arms become
my shopping cart. Several weeks ago, I did not have to do so because I
met a quarter angel.
As I approached the entrance of Aldi that day, a gentlemen in his seventies (I’m
assuming) turned to me and said, “You can use this cart. The quarter is yours to
keep.” “Are you sure?” was my automatic response. “Sure,” he said, “I come to this
store often and I give people quarters all the time.” “It is very kind of you. But why
do you do this?” “When I was a boy my mom told me to be nice to strangers. If you
do it often you may someday entertain angels unknowingly. I still believe it to be
true.” I should have asked him, “Do you think I am the angel you are waiting for?”
However, I know for sure he was my quarter angel. Before I left the parking lot, I
passed the cart and quarter to another shopper.

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM

FCF Bible Study

10:50 AM

Worship (FC)

12:00 PM

Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

Teaming up with Freewheels Houston and Refugee Services of Texas, Faith
Lutheran hosted a “Bicycles For Refugees Picnic ” on November 11. 25 adults and
children from seven resettled refugee families were transported by Faith volunteers
to the Faith campus. They recently arrived at Houston from three countries:
Afghanistan, Congo, and Eritrea. We shared food and stories together under the
warm sun and blue sky. When our guests left, 18 bicycles went with them. I gave
rides to two gentlemen from Afghanistan. Both are single and in their thirties. One
is an electrical engineer, the other is an electrician. They told me that they feel
blessed to be able to come to America. But finding a decent job is a big concern and
challenge to them. I could sense their loneliness and anxiety. I hope the time they
had spent with us that afternoon helped ease their sense of isolation. I hope the
bicycles they received made them feel at home in their adopted city and country.
Dr. Zhen Zhou and I attended an Inter-faith Thanksgiving Service in the evening of
November 19 at Rothko Chapel. Representatives from nine religious traditions
reflected on the theme of “Helping One Another.” It was a humbling experience to
listen to what other spiritual representatives had to teach us about being kind and
helpful toward others. I also felt honored to share the Christian perspective on the
topic. Dr. Zhou read the story of the Good Samaritan in Mandarin Chinese. I gave a
three-minute talk on the meaning of this story. According to Jesus, I said,
compassion and kindness toward others, especially strangers and aliens, is at the
heart of true religion. Everyone near and afar are our neighbor and therefore
deserve our compassion and sympathy, regardless of that neighbor’s religious and
cultural backgrounds or economic, social, or immigration status.
Christmas is just around the corner. We often hear stories of generosity and
kindness on TV or the radio during this season. Let us remember that the Savior
and Lord of the world came into the world as a needy, helpless, and vulnerable
baby. Let us remember Mary and Joseph’s loving care for baby Jesus. Let us
remember the shepherds’ joy over baby Jesus. Let us remember the Wiseman’s
devotion to baby Jesus. Let us remember the magic of the Christmas season is
inseparable from divine love and human hospitality. Let us remember, “Not all of us
can do great things.6But we can do small things with great love.” (Mother Teresa)
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Parent’s
Night Out
7
Friday, December 8 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym
Fun activities for kids from ages six months to 12 years old.
The cost is $15 for one child, $10 per each additional child
(same household) with a $45 household max. You may pay
in cash at the door or online in advance at www.faithbellaire.org/give and select Parent's
Night Out. Please cancel reservations anytime prior to the event by email to
pno@faithbellaire.org or text message to 713-314-6738.
Pass this information to ALL of your friends, family, and neighbors for a safe and inexpensive
place for your child to go when you need a parent’s night out!

Jingle Bell Express is coming to town!
Jingle Bell Express was created in 1980 by CCSC to
provide Christmas joy to families who might otherwise be
unable to celebrate the holidays.
How can you help?
• Return the cradle by Sunday, December 3 to the
lobby. Including a baby doll would make a perfect
gift!
• Volunteer during the sort, set-up, and distribution
phases. This is a great way for your children to help
you and be a blessing themselves!
• New toys and books are needed for donation for
children ages 0-15 years. The highest needs are for
quality infant/toddler toys, as well as for teenagers.

Hanging of the Greens
Saturday, December 2
9:00 AM - Noon
The best way to get in the Christmas spirit is by
hanging ornaments on a tree, snacking on
something sweet, and humming along to holiday
classics!
The whole family is able to help us with this
event. We need lots of hands because we have
lots of decorations.

Where to go?
Faith will serve on Tuesday, December 5 from 6–8 PM at
Bellaire United Methodist Church.
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Two Sides of Advent
8

The Advent Wreath

One of the best-known
customs for the season is the
Advent wreath. The wreath
and winter candle-lighting in
the midst of shorter days
strengthen some of the
Advent images found in the
Bible.
The unbroken circle of greens
is clearly an image of
everlasting life, a victory
wreath, the crown of Christ,
or the wheel of time itself.
Christians use the wreath as
a sign that Christ reaches into
our time to lead us to the
light of everlasting life. The
four candles mark the
progress of the four weeks of
Advent and the growth of
light. Sometimes the wreath
is embellished with natural
dried flowers of fruit.
Its evergreen branches lead
the household and the
assembly to the evergreen
Christmas tree. In many
homes, the family gathers for
prayer around the wreath.

by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Everyone can slow down and take a minute. We are in the
season of Advent. It is time to wait. We intentionally don’t
jump into Christmas at the beginning of December (or
Thanksgiving, or Halloween if you’re in the retail world).
Advent is the season of waiting. It is rich with symbolism. The
season is marked by the color blue, which represents the color
of the sky, just before the hopeful light of dawn breaks. You might notice
the appearance of a poinsettia on the paraments in the chancel. The plant's
association with Christmas began in 16th-century Mexico, where legend
tells of a girl, commonly called Pepita or Maria, who was too poor to
provide a gift for the celebration of Jesus' birthday and was inspired by an
angel to gather weeds from the roadside and place them in front of the
church altar. Crimson blossoms sprouted from the weeds and became
poinsettias. From the 17th century, Franciscan friars in Mexico included the
plants in their Christmas celebrations. The star-shaped leaf pattern is said to
symbolize the Star of Bethlehem, and the red color represents the blood
shed by Jesus at the crucifixion (from Wikipedia).
There is also the Advent wreath, its circular nature, with no beginning and
no end, is reminiscent of God’s infinite nature and the eternal life found
through faith in Christ. The branches of the evergreen are symbolic of the
promise of new life that comes with the spring. The color of each of the
candles holds special meaning as well. Purple symbolizes expectation,
royalty, and penitence. On the third Sunday we light the pink candle, which
symbolizes joy. The central candle is the Christ candle, which is not lit until
Christmas Eve. White symbolizes the purity of Christ’s light to the world.
Advent begins with the end of all things. It is also the season of “already, but
not yet.” Call it a paradox, or an oxymoron, or whatever, but Advent tells us
simultaneously that we are both “there” and “not quite there.” We are
preparing for the arrival of a baby that already came and saved the world.
We experience the “already” because Bethlehem happened; Jesus has
already been born. But we simultaneously experience the “not yet” because
we await his coming again and the consummation of history. Through faith
in Christ we experience the “already” because we are claimed as children of
God. But we simultaneously experience the “not yet” because we are still
bound to an existence scarred by sin. We experience the “already” because
Christ established his kingdom with his first advent. But we wait in the “not
yet” for Christ to return to complete his promise and make us heirs of the
new heaven and new earth.
Advent is the season when we reflect on living between the first incarnation
of Christ and his second coming. We remember his first coming into the
world as a baby. God showed up in the most unlikely of places. As we
8 the coming of the infant Jesus, we are actually
prepare to celebrate
preparing for his second coming as the ruler for all eternity.
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WELCA Offering
Thank you women of Faith Lutheran for giving generously to the annual
WELCA Thankoffering in the amount of $1,197.00. We have been
blessed in so many ways and have responded to those blessings with
your gifts.
Since the collection from Faith and other churches represents a large portion of the revenue of the
WELCA organization, our gifts will be received with appreciation. Each year we receive a letter of
acknowledgment for our gift and words of gratitude from Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America.

Thank you again with God’s blessing on you!

Midweek Advent Worship
December 6, 13, and 20
at 11:45 AM
Lunch will be served afterwards in the Faith
Center.
7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer

Day School Christmas Program
December 21
at 7:00 PM in Faith Center
Sunday, December 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00 AM Combined Worship
10:50 AM Chinese Worship

Lessons and Carols for Advent
December 10
at 8:30 AM and 10:50 AM
Join us during both worship services for
special Advent music!
Children’s Christmas Pageant
December 17
at 9:45 AM in Fellowship Hall

Christmas Eve Services
4:00 PM
Heritage (Children’s Message)
6:00 PM
Heritage
7:30 PM
Heritage
9

Sunday, December 31
10:00 AM Combined Worship

10

Family Caroling, Crafts and Cocoa!
Friday, December 15
7:00–8:30 PM

10

On Friday, December 15, the whole family is
welcome to join us on this fun event that brings
such cheer and joy! Please contact John Vickery at
jvickery@faithbellaire.org with any questions. We
will meet in the Faith Center Gym.

The Impact of Church Camp
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family

Over the past couple of days I have found myself to be reminiscing about my time at Camp Lutherwood in
Bellingham, Washington. Perhaps I have been thinking about camp since yesterday (November 14), which was
“National Wear a Camp Shirt Day,” or as a result of the fond memories that I have from those experiences.
When I first attended church camp back when I was in first grade, it was my first time being away from home
for any measurable period of time, and I was a nervous wreck. However, there was something special that
kept me coming back year after year all the way through high school. Each summer I got to experience a
community of kids my age, from all across the area. This was a really powerful idea for me as I was growing up,
the realization that there are believers just like me, that are my age, beyond who I see on Sunday mornings. As time went on,
and the older I got I was able to take part in different activities such as wake boarding, rock climbing, archery, and other camp
activities. I also got to connect with college age students who served as counselors who had rather odd names. Camp
Lutherwood’s summer staff went by “camp names” instead of their given names for fun, and it worked because I remember
most of my counselor’s names from throughout the years: Lupae, Batman, Aaud, Scuba, Goat, and the list could continue.
Even from my very first day at camp I knew I wanted to grow up and be a camp counselor to bring that same joy and
experience to kids as well.
Fast forward several years, I accomplished that dream. I became a camp counselor and was given the camp name “Shrek.” The
staff decided that I would be called that since I shared some similar traits to the character. Shrek is one who is tall in stature,
which can be frightening at times, but once you get to know him he can be a best friend. This was something that was
astounding to me; the friendships that I built at camp are ones that have lasted a lifetime. Kelsey and I met at camp and are
now married, and in fact 90% of our wedding party were friends that we had made at camp throughout the years.
Everything that I learned at camp both as a camper and as a staff person shaped exactly who I am today. Without those
experiences I do not believe that I would have had the courage to go out on a limb and move to Houston, Texas. I love being
able to provide youth with opportunities to experience the same love, joy, and growth that I did at camp; and we are so
blessed to have Lutherhill Bible Camp nearby. They are hosting their High School Retreat on February 9-11 for 9th-12th
graders, and I hope that some of our youth would take the opportunity to experience camp for that action-packed weekendlong retreat. There are so many other amazing opportunities as well, that span all ages, and if you can’t already tell I’ll talk
about this particular topic for quite a while. So, if your kids are interested in going to a retreat or going to summer camp just let
me know! I would love to get them connected.
So, perhaps the off beat holiday may have played a role in my 10
reflections today, but I think that it is much more plausible that
all of the experiences that I had now drive me to be the best that I can be, and to now share that experience with Faith
Lutheran Church.

11
11

Upcoming Lutherhill Ministry Camps
11

Camps for Elementary
Advent Elementary Retreat
December 1-2, 2017
A gathering for 1st-6th grade youth to explore the joy of Advent.

Camps for Mothers & Daughters
Mother Daughter Retreat
January 26-28, 2018
Create incredible memories with your daughters, mothers and
grandmothers!

You Shop!
Amazon Gives!

Camps for High School
Worship. Lead. Serve.
February 9-11, 2018
A gathering for 9th-12th grade youth to...you guessed it...worship,
lead, and serve.

Camps for Elementary
Faith Goes to Camp
June 10-15, 2018
Join friends from church for a fun week at camp!

Camps for Junior High
Confirmation Camp
June 17-22, 2018
A week of learning and growing at camp for confirmation students.

For more information and registration, go to
www.lutherhill.org or call 888-266-4613.
Additional questions contact John Vickery at
jvickery@faithbellaire.org or
Kelsey Vickery at kvickery@faithbellaire.org.

Faith Camp
July 9-13, 2018
July 16-20, 2018
July 23-27, 2018
Cost: $130
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Faith American Lutheran
Church is now a charitable
organization on the Amazon
Smile program.
This program will give back to
Faith 0.5% of all eligible
purchases you make on
Amazon.
The key to this working:
You must always start on
AmazonSmile’s webpage to
make your purchases.
Here's a link to the page so
you don't have to search for
Faith.
https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/74-1383286
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Tis’ The Season
by Kelsey Vickery, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
12

Ready or not, the Christmas season is upon us once again! In the midst of all the tree
decorating, cookie baking, present shopping, and holiday fun, let’s not forget the real reason we
celebrate this season...the birth of Jesus! Emmanuel, God with us. If you are looking for some
Christmas fun make sure to add Cocoa and Caroling on December 15 to your list.
Also, don’t forget the Children’s Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 17 between services.
With all the hustle and bustle this season can bring, I really encourage you to stop and thank
God for the greatest present ever, Jesus, the Son! Take some time with your family to slow down and
appreciate what the birth of Christ means to you.
I pray that you all have a blessed and joyful Christmas season. Peace and Blessings

InFellowship is our secure and easy to use online tool that allows our members and guests to
connect to what’s happening at Faith. Through your online accounts, you will be able to:
1) Access and update your contact information.
a. Our Privacy Settings - allows individuals to
determine which pieces of personal information can
be viewed by others.
2) Search and manage group involvement.
a. This allows group leaders to manage groups and
contact members of their group and prospects to find
and inquire about joining a group.
3) Use the church directory.
a. Allows users to opt in to have their information 12
displayed in an online directory. All access to
information is controlled by the user by configuring
your privacy settings.

4) View your contribution statements.
a. Once enrolled, the church office will approve the
user profile and contributions will be posted to the
head of household’s profile. This is a great way to
make sure you are on track with your 1% challenge.
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Bicycles
for Refugees Picnic

Organ Tours
December 17
For years, folks of all sizes
and ages have asked if they
can see our 1985 VisserRowland organ, usually after
worship. When there's time,
Alan is delighted to show the
organ console, chests and
pipes, to young and old, even
allowing anyone to play it.
If you want to experience
the 1,828-pipe treasure on
December 17 after the
Heritage and Gathering
worship services, there are
only two rules: you can touch
anything except the pipes,
and kids under 12 need a
grown-up to join them (it's
pretty steep in the choir loft).
We'll limit the visits to 15
minutes, but you can come
as often as you like! We think
that everyone will appreciate
this beautiful and fascinating
gift with which we praise
God every Sunday!
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Online Resources @ Faith

14

There are lots of ways we use technology at Faith. When we are using technology
at its best it helps us connect to one another. Here are some of the best ways you
can connect to the people and ministry of Faith using the internet and technology:

Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or class has
been scheduled on the
calendar, all doors to our
facilities are locked during office
hours.

Faithbook on Facebook Group Page (http://www.facebook.com/
groups/52277379112/) – We have about 240 friends and members of Faith
Lutheran Church connected on this group page. Any group member can post
announcements and topics to discuss for everyone to see. Many pictures from
events and service projects get posted here too!
“Like” us too! (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Faith-LutheranChurch/119430678067685) – We have a second Facebook organization page for
the church. If you click “Like” it will help spread our news and stories online.

We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and
intercom system at the office
doors to the administrative
wing. The office staff will buzz
you in if the office doors are
locked. Please park in the
parking lot behind the church
designated for Faith.

Live Stream (http://live.faithbellaire.org) – Every Sunday at 8:30 AM and 10:50 AM
Central Time you can tune in to this page to hear and see our services from
anywhere around the world. We’re also able to share weddings, funerals, and
other special events with friends and family that can’t be there.

You may wonder why the doors
are locked during the week. It’s
a matter of security for staff,
visitors, the Day School, and
Mother’s Day Out. The facility is
large, and if all the doors are
unlocked, it’s hard to know
when someone comes in. Thank
you in advance for
understanding and for using the
office entrance during office
hours.

Podcast (http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/faithbellaire/id448541129) – We
podcast our weekly sermons through iTunes. That means you can subscribe to our
podcast on your favorite mobile device or computer through iTunes and get the
latest messages delivered automatically to you. This is great for listening while you
exercise or commute to work.

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

Message Archive (http://faithbellaire.org/watch/messages/) – This is the place to
go if you missed a Sunday service or want to hear or watch part of the service
again. We have archives all the way back to 2011. Audio or video options are
available for most services.

Email subscription (http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?
llr=4nfh5neab&p=oi&m=1104274494911) – Use this link to subscribe to our email
distribution list. You’ll receive emails about once a week from the office with
announcements from the church. Also at the beginning of the month we email our
monthly newsletter in PDF format.
Subscribe to posts at Faithbellaire.org (http://faithbellaire.org/) – If you go to our
website and look on the right sidebar there is a section called “Subscribe via
email.” Click the “Sign me up!” button to follow our church blog and receive
automatic email notifications every time we make a new post to FaithBellaire.org.
Online Giving (http://faithbellaire.org/give/) - Set up your charitable donations to
Faith online, just like you pay your bills!
#FaithBellaire – Any time you share a picture, tweet, or check-in on social media,
use our official hashtag: #FaithBellaire.
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15
8:30 AM

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule - December 2017
December 3

December 10
Lessons and Carols

December 17

December 24
10:00 AM

December 31
10:00 AM

Acolyte

Emma Voosen

Zach Michaud

Aaron Allen

Crucifer

Alice Tian

Nate Michaud

Andy Allen

Lector

Janice Kolosseus

Carol Strawn

Sharon Richter

Doug Elsen

Communion
Assistants

Jeff Addicks
Tom Dorman

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Asst Minister

Sharon Richter

Carol Strawn

Carol Strawn

Annika Becker

Ushers

Art Grove
Bill Freeman

Earl Thompson
Jeff Addicks

Earl Thompson
Jeff Addicks

Scott Ramsey
Troy Becker

Altar Guild

Bob and Ida Medlen

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

10:50 AM

December 3

Art Grove
Bill Freeman

December 10
Lessons and Carols
Ava Cauley
Audrey DeKunder

December 17

Acolytes

Christian Georgi
Dillon Williams

Communion
Assistants

Dave Farner
Wendy Farner

Jon Holmes
Nancy Holmes

Asst Minister

Eric Lerch

Susan Tallman

Ushers

DeKunder Family

Altar Guild

Bob and Ida Medlen

Holmes Family

Andres Baerenwald
Taylor Schugart

Parkan Family
Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond to the Planning
Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and
advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org
FaithDaySchool.org
FaithHouseHouston.org
info@faithbellaire.org

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
John Vickery
Kelsey Vickery
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Avier Whitfield
Alan Balius
15
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas
Darrell Glenn

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Director of Youth and Family
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian
Facility Services

Sun

16

3

10

17

24

31

Mon

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (Gym)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Group (101)

4

11
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

25

18
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

CHRISTMAS DAY
OFFICE AND SCHOOLS CLOSED
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

Tue

December 2017 - Calendar of Events
Wed

Thu

9:30 AM ESL (201)
10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

7

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Advent Worship (Sanc)
12:30 PM Advent Lunch (FC Gym)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:00 PM Social Ministry Board
Meeting (101)
7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer (FH)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

14
9:30 AM ESL (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

6

13
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Advent Worship (Sanc)
12:30 PM Advent Lunch (FC Gym)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer (FH)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

5

12
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:30 PM Church Council Meeting (101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting
(108)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

19

8:00 PM AA Men Only

OFFICE AND SCHOOLS CLOSED

28

21
9:30 AM ESL (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
7:00 PM Day School Christmas
Program (FC Gym)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

20
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Advent Worship (Sanc)
12:30 PM Advent Lunch (FC Gym)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM Holden Evening Prayer (FH)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Board Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

27

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

OFFICE AND SCHOOLS CLOSED

26
OFFICE AND SCHOOLS CLOSED
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Fri

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

1

Sat

7:00 AM FCF Discipleship Meeting
9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
9:00 AM Hanging of the Greens
(Sanc & FC Gym)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

2

15

16
7:00 AM FCF Discipleship Meeting
9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
9:00 AM Church Council
Orientation
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9

22

23
7:00 AM FCF Discipleship Meeting
9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
9:30 AM HOPE meeting
Cornerstone (Gym)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

7:00 AM FCF Discipleship Meeting
9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

29

8
6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Chinese Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

7:00 PM Faith Family Caroling and
Cocoa (FC Gym)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

OFFICE AND SCHOOLS CLOSED

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

30
7:00 AM FCF Discipleship Meeting
9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

16

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM High School Hangout (FC Youth
Room)

8:30 AM Lesson and Carols (Sanc)
10:50 AM Lessons and Carols (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM High School Hangout (FC Youth
Room)

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Children’s Pageant (FH)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

CHRISTMAS EVE
10:00 AM Combined Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Chinese Worship (FC)
4:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship (Sanc)
6:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship (Sanc)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:30 PM Christmas Eve Worship (Sanc)

NEW YEAR’s EVE
10:00 AM Combined Worship (Sanc)
6:30 PM Al-Anon
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