Mountain
Mover
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | APRIL 2018

In This Issue
Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, p. 2

President’s Page
by Wendy Farner, p. 4

Happy Endings Are For Those Who
Believe
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, p. 5

Keeping Time

Holy Week Worship Services

by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, p. 6

Prayer Corner

March 29 Maundy Thursday Worship
11:45 AM and 7:00 PM

by Peggy Porter, p. 7

He is Risen, Indeed!

March 30 Good Friday Worship
7:00 PM

by John Vickery, p. 8

The Body Of Christ

March 31
8:00 PM

Saturday Easter Vigil

by Kelsey Vickery, p. 12

Faith Schools’
by Kendolyn Pope, p. 13

April 1
Easter Sunday Worship
8:30 AM Heritage
10:50 AM Heritage
10:50 AM Chinese

2

Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
There are two little literary lines
that bookend the Jesus story as it
comes to us in the gospel
according to Mark.
In Mark 1:10, as Jesus comes out
of the water at his baptism when he sees the
“heavens torn apart...” And then, at the end of
the story, as Jesus dies, it says in Mark 15:38,
“And the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom.”
I think the gospel writer wrote those lines on
purpose. He used the same Greek words in each
place. He wants us to notice them. He wants us
to see the violent imagery of “tearing open” and
he wants us to see what that tells us about Jesus.
I smile every time I remember those scenes from
“Talladega Nights” when Ricky Bobby prays to
the little baby infant Jesus. Yes, it is disrespectful
and irreverent. But, like all humor, what makes it
funny isn’t how far it is from the norm but how
close it is.
We all, whether we are aware of it or not, have
our own private boxes into which we put Jesus.
We have areas of our lives into which we
welcome our faith and other areas which we
cordon off and do our own thing.
My favorite parts of our Lenten focus on Faith5
were those moments in worship where we were
invited to connect with the people around us
and how it felt to do Faith5 with Kelley at home.
Those moments stretched us. They made us
aware of those around us in fresh, new,
revealing, and scary ways.
Isn’t that the point that Mark wants to make in
telling the Jesus story? In Jesus, the heavens are
opened and God is unleashed into the world.
Continued on next page...

The Easter Season is
“Stewardship Season”
at Faith
It’s that time of year when the Stewardship
Team points out all the great things that
happen here at Faith.
This year we are trying to get people involved
by building relationships among members.
We want to kick off the Season of Stewardship
with dinners in people’s homes.
It will be done a little different than in the
past. This year you will sign up for the date
that will work for you and your family. Two
weeks before your scheduled dinner, you will
receive notice of your host. Childcare will be
provided at the church on all of the dates if
needed.

What: Faith Connection Dinners
When: April 28, May 5, and May 18
Please look at your calendars and see which of
these dates work for you and sign up.
There will be signup sheets in the lobby, on the
back of the Connection Card, or Online.
We look forward to seeing you for dinner.
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The mission of Faith Lutheran Church is
to follow Jesus in blessing the world
with faith, hope, and love.

Continued...
The Pharisees and the crowds all had expectations of the Messiah that proved Jesus to be a real disappointment. He
didn’t deliver the goods. He didn’t fix life for them. But what they intended for good—removing Jesus—God ultimately
worked for the greater good of all. GONE is the idea that God can be controlled and kept safely behind a curtain in the
temple. GONE is the notion that the heavens are “up there” while we figure out life on our own “down here.”

In his resurrection, Jesus demonstrates his power over all that would divide us from God and from one another. Now we
no longer have to fool ourselves (or protect ourselves) by believing that God is “out there” somewhere, accessible only
by a chosen few via a carefully constructed liturgical calendar. Now we have to deal with reality. That God is in, around,
and with us—in, around and with the whole world—all the time. Everywhere. If only we have the eyes to see.
This changes everything. At lease, this potentially changes everything. Because we still have the capacity to imagine God
in a box. We still can hold on to images of Jesus from childhood that no longer work for us. We can even hold on to our
own sense of sin, shame, and guilt. None of this will work for us. None of this will help us. None of this will be good for
the world. Because only by letting go can we let God have God’s way with us.
If God is no longer confined to heaven “up there,” if God is no longer held captive behind the curtain “back there,” then
God can be found anywhere and everywhere. God can find us, anywhere and everywhere. God is on the loose. That’s
the whole point of the story.
Then Mark abruptly brings the story to an end. The angel tells the women to go tell the disciples to meet Jesus in Galilee
but “they say nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” So it was then, and so it is now. What holds us back is fear. It is
always fear. Fear of what the neighbors will think. Fear of measuring up. Fear that too much depends on us. Fear that
God is untrustworthy. Fear that God isn't real. Fear that we’ll lose what we have or never get what we want.
So it is that later translators couldn’t handle Mark’s ending. So they added what shows up in our Bibles as a “shorter”
ending and a “longer” ending to the story. Mark’s ending wasn’t good enough for them. Is it good enough for you?
Is fear holding you back from letting go and letting God? Is fear building walls within you, that then become walls to
keep others out? Can we trust God enough to go where he tells us, to do what he tells us to do, or are we too afraid?
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President’s Page
by Wendy Farner, Faith’s 2018 Council President
Easter brings so much joy! After the somber and penitent time of Lent, Easter always bursts forth for me
with much exuberance. It celebrates the essence of our faith, the risen Lord. There is so much good news to
share – He is risen indeed!

The Easter season is also a time when we will hear from our stewardship team about re-committing our time
and treasure to our church home at Faith. I appreciate the work of the stewardship team and the leadership
they provide. Many times their efforts have reminded Dave and me that we need to prioritize our financial
giving to Faith, to stretch our financial commitment beyond what we might have initially intended. I have appreciated the
shift of Faith’s financial stewardship focus from the fall to the spring, where I think the joy of Easter encourages abundant
giving. For me, joy engenders thankfulness, and thankfulness engenders a desire to give back. That has a nice sense of
connection. And so, this spring I encourage each of you to reflect and pray on what resources you can commit to support the
ministries of Faith that we all hold so dear. Just like we need to stretch our bodies to foster and maintain physical health, so a
stretch of our financial resources in favor of the church will help us each foster our spiritual health and growth. After all, if we
let our financial commitments stagnate rather than grow, how can we expect our spiritual health not to atrophy as a result?
But this year I am also especially mindful of our other commitments to church. We all know that financial resources are
foundational for our church life and ministries. But so is our personal commitment to expand our ministries and invite others
into Christian life with us. We have set a congregational goal this year of increasing first time visitors at Faith, and we all need
to play a part in reaching this goal. That can seem so formidable at first blush, but I have come to see it as really quite simple.
It all starts with an invitation, an extended hand, a warm and welcoming heart. Might all of that seem uncomfortable and
unfamiliar at first? Well yeah, we’re Lutherans. Can we overcome it and move outside our comfort zone? Can we stretch
those comfort zones and make room for others, maybe even those who look or act differently than we do? I know the answer
to that question every time I see the wonderful growth of our Faith Chinese ministry. Yes, yes we can.
So join me this Easter season and stretch. Stretch your love for God and show Him by stretching your financial commitment
to Faith as well. Equally importantly, stretch your comfort zone and exercise some radical hospitality. Invite someone to come
and see what God is up to at Faith. Welcome someone you see at Faith who is unfamiliar to you, maybe even become a
greeter. Encourage someone to work with you on a ministry team, or join a ministry team if you are not currently involved.
Engage on your ministry team to actively support the work of your team and the congregation. In short, open your heart and
stretch it wide. And then #comeandsee what the risen Lord might do with all that.

Happy Endings Are For Those Who Believe
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor
I am writing this article on March 19, Monday of the fifth week in Lent. I am looking forward to the
celebration of the glorious Easter. I am also aware that the road to Easter has to pass through the
desert of darkness and despair.
One of the news headlines I read this morning is about the fourth bomb explosion in Austin, which
injured two men. The first three explosions in the past three weeks left two people dead and two
others injured. The police now believe that a “serial bomber” is on the loose. What is going to
happen next? Austin is on the edge. I can understand why so many people in Austin feel frightened. I am deeply
saddened by so much senseless violence in the country in recent months.
On February 14, 2018, a gunman opened fire on a high school in Parkland, Florida, killing 17 people.
On November 5, 2017, 26 people were killed in a mass shooting during a church service in Sutherland Springs,
Texas.
The Las Vegas shooting of October 1, 2017, left 58 people dead and 851 injured.
We grieve with the families of the victims. We lament the loss of innocent lives.
I can imagine some victim’s families may have prayed with the very words that Martha and Mary said to Jesus
when they lost their brother Lazarus: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” The
poignancy of these words must have pierced the heart of the Son of Man. Jesus began to weep with Mary and
Martha. God became a human being in the person of Jesus and lived a fully human life. His heart was broken as
he saw what sin and evil did to hurt, distort, and to destroy life. At last, he even experienced death himself in
order to swallow death and defeat sin.
“Your brother will rise again…I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” The Lord asked Martha
and Mary. Today he asks you and me whether we believe his words or not. Those who have been wounded and
broken in body and spirit yearn for healing and new beginning. Those who have been sitting through the dark
night of agony and sorrow long for the daybreak.
Hope becomes the strongest when despair is tempered with faith in Jesus, who won the decisive battle against
sin and death on Easter. Easter is the foundation of our faith and hope. How can we know the joys of Easter
without crying out with the Son of Man, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” How can we have hope
in the midst of death and despair without believing, trusting, and loving God? Rumi, a great Persian poet and
mystic of 13th century, said well,
God’s Eternal Grace always, in the end, transforms agony into remedy, grief into healing, and destruction into
prosperity.
… In the end, we know that He will turn this poison into sugar, that He will transform these tormented shadows
into the purest spring sunlight, and that He will, with His own careful hands, piece together our shattered destiny.
… In the end it is the lovers [of God], not cynics, who understand fate; everything they said comes to pass. Happy
endings are for those who believe and go on and on believing. The Lovers [of God] were victorious, the help of
God did arrive; in exchange for each grief and humiliation, each mockery and misery, they received a hundred
thousand fertile and extravagant tenderness. In return for each separation they found a thousand unions. In the
dung of Ruin flowered the Rose of Fruition.
Happy Easter!
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Keeping Time
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Throughout the journey of First Steps @ Faith, our catechumenate (kind of like confirmation for
adults), I have reminded the participants of what time it is. One of the ways that we practice being
together is by observing what time of the year it is in the church's way of marking time. During Holy
Week we remember that we are entering the most important week in the life of the church.
Holy Week offers us a chance to put ourselves on the pathway beside Jesus. We walk through the
last supper, the betrayal, the crucifixion, and the glorious resurrection. We have the chance to pattern our time in
the same flow of Jesus' last earthly days. We call our observance of Holy Week the Three Days.
Maundy Thursday. The name comes from the Latin word mandatum, from which we get the English word
mandate. We remember the last supper where Jesus reinterpreted the Passover feast. We remember Jesus
washing the disciples feet, taking the place of a servant. We remember the new commandment (or mandate) that
Jesus gave. Love one another, just as I have loved you. People will know you by how you love.
Good Friday. The name is somewhat oxymoronic. How can such a dark, devastating event be labeled good? We
remember the betrayal. We remember the arrest. We remember how all of the disciples deserted Jesus,
abandoning him and denying his acquaintance. We remember the crucifixion, the horrible, shameful, cursed
execution. We remember the burial and Jesus’ end.
Easter Vigil. The Vigil begins outside, around a fire. We gather around a fire because people have gathered around
fires since the beginning. The fire is a sign of how we have survived as long as we have as a species. The fire is the
place of gathering and sharing stories and memories about the way things used to be. The fire is also a subtle nod
to where Peter found himself as he uttered the very words he swore he would never say. The Easter Vigil takes
the stories of creation, renewal, rebirth, and resurrection, and, at the font, pours them over the baptismal
candidates, immersing them in water and the word. We reflect on and give thanks for our own baptism and
connection to the death and resurrection of Christ.
And then comes Easter and the glorious resurrection and victory of Jesus Christ. The surprise is revealed. When
God appeared to be defeated and Jesus was at his weakest, God’s true power was on display. When Jesus was at
his humanly weakest
point, God was providing
the strength to recreate
the entire world. The news
is so good and so
surprising that we need 50
days to celebrate. It took
40 days to prepare for this,
and now we need even
more time to rejoice in it.
Welcome to the surprising
season of Easter, more
than one day can contain.
And then comes the
Ascension. And Pentecost.
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Easter Message Series:
Tell Them What You’ve Seen and Heard
The Easter season provides 50 days of reflection on the meaning and the power of Jesus’
resurrection. We see that power in the lives of real people as timid disciples become bold
witnesses to the living, loving God in their midst. We are those disciples today. We too have
stories to tell and people to bless because of what God continues to do among and through us.
April 8

Sharing is Caring

April 29

Each One Reach One

April 15

It’s Not About Us

May 6

God Chose You

April 22

Salvation

May 13

Letting Go and Letting God

Prayer Corner - Grace On Us
by Peggy Porter
Read Acts 4:32-37 and Psalm 2

“And with great power the apostles were giving
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.”
Acts 4:33

when we put our trust more in worldly things than in God’s
awesome power.
But the disciples did finally “get” it after Pentecost. They
untangled themselves from the ways of their own minds and
the world and preached of Jesus’ resurrection with great
power. As they were filled with hope in Christ through the
Gospel, they proclaimed this “great grace” to others.

Jesus forgave the disciples, and he forgives us of our sin of
At times, we can see where the disciples struggled with Jesus’ doubt, so we can with confidence know that God’s power is
teaching about the kingdom of God. They doubted Jesus could with us now as we tell others of the Gospel and that his grace
will be on us then as people accept this message.
feed a multitude of people from just a little bit of food. Peter
didn’t believe he could walk on water to Jesus’ outstretched
Pray: Dear Jesus, we do not always believe in your great
hand, and they didn’t believe that Jesus could rise from the
power. Please forgive us and empower us to share the good
dead.
news of the Gospel with others. Amen.
Not to embarrass the disciples, but there are more than
several examples where they didn’t “get” the power of God.
And not to embarrass us, but we must say that we have times

8

He is Risen, Indeed!
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family
He has risen, indeed! Alleluia! It feels so good to be able to use that word again. The time of
waiting is over, and Jesus is victorious over death, and in turn we are given new life. This is news
that I can hardly contain, and feel like needs to be shared with everyone!
Today (March 15), I spent time reading through all of the entries that were written for this year’s
Easter Devotional. All of the entries utilize text from the book of Acts, and we asked members of
the congregation to look at their assigned scripture through the lens of the command, “tell them what you have
seen and heard.” In putting together the booklet, I am so excited to be able to share the collection of
reflections with all of you. I think that you will find that you can grow in your own faith exponentially through
the experiences of others. That is the opportunity that is presented by reading this devotional. Easter is a time
of celebration, so why not celebrate with your neighbor.
Sometimes I like to put myself in the position of being the first person to the tomb, seeing the stone rolled
away, the clothes neatly folded, and most importantly the absence of the body. As I reflect on that notion, it is
hard to imagine the emotions that I would be feeling. At first I imagine that I would feel extreme confusion as a
result of what I see does not line up with what I was expecting. The second thing would probably be fear,
because in today’s context one of the only places that the dead are raised is on “The Walking Dead.” But then I
think I would be able to take a step back and remember what I had been taught, that on the third day the Son
of Man would be raised up. After that realization, I think I would be overcome with awe, wonder, amazement,
and joy.
So, as we move through this season of Easter, I hope that all of you would take the time to read the reflections
written by the members of our church, learn from them, and remember that you too can be a witness to the
good news that he is risen! He has risen, indeed! Alleluia!
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Faith Camp 2018 - The Great Adventure
Registration now open!
Week 1
Week 2
Week 3

July 9-13
July 16-20
July 23-27

Set Your Compass
Pack Your Bags
Start YOUR Adventure

Save the date and get ready for a great adventure! Faith Camp is an awesome
opportunity for children ages 5 through grade 6 to hear Bible stories and play games
along with their peers. Be sure to go to www.faithbellaire.org/faith-camp to get more
information and to sign up. If you have any questions contact our Youth and Family
Director, John Vickery (jvickery@faithbellaire.org).

Parent’s Night Out
Friday, April 6 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym
An evening full of activities for kids from ages 6 months to 12 years old. Please RSVP via
email to PNO@faithbellaire.org to ensure that we have a spot for your kiddo. The cost is $15 per child. You may
pay in cash at the door or online in advance at faithbellaire.org/give and select PNO.

BBQ, Bubbles, and Bounce

Sunday, April 22
Worship @ 10:50AM
Picnic @ 12:00 PM
You are invited to worship with us and stay for the fun!
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Rebecca Ruth Circle

Women’s Connection

The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday,
April 5 at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room.

Women's Connection will meet on Tuesday, April 10
at 9:30 AM outside the church office. Everyone is
welcome! You should join us!

We would love for you to join us for Bible study.
Come hungry! Bring your sack lunch. Desserts and
drinks will be provided. Socializing with the group
is so joyful.

For more information about the Women’s Connection,
please contact Brenda
Cauthen at 281-630-8088 or
bcauthen1@gmail.com.

All are welcome!!

2018 National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Walks Greater Houston 5k Walk
Sam Houston Park/Allen Parkway
Saturday, May 5, 2018
Meet at 8:00 AM, walk at 8:30 AM
NAMI Walks is the largest and most successful mental health awareness and fundraising event in America.
Through NAMIWalks, we are supporting the NAMI organization which is helping change how Americans view
persons with a mental illness.
Please join us as we improve lives and our community one step at a time on Saturday, May 5. We can register as
a team (the Faith Candle Lighters) at 8:00 AM on the day of the walk. If you would like to register online in
advance of the walk, you can do that. There are prizes for $100, $250 and higher levels of giving for individuals.
Just “search” for NAMIWalks Houston or go to namiwalks.org and then select Houston.
For three weeks in April (starting April 8) we will have a sign up in the church narthex, so we will know who is
coming to join the walk and, perhaps, get a carpool together. If you have questions, please email
lorah.gough@gmail.com.

CCSC Receives ELCA Hunger Grant

Easter Devotions 2018

Kelly Finkenbinder, Development Director for the
Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) is
pleased to announce that CCSC has received a $2000
grant from the ELCA Hunger Appeal in support of the
CCSC Emergency Services program. The ELCA Hunger
Appeal supports basic programs serving the poor
around our country and the world. Grants such as
these demonstrate the care that the ELCA
demonstrates in choosing which programs to
support and are reminders of
how our ELCA mission support
dollars bless people in
practical, down to earth, ways
that matter.

Please pick up a free copy of our Easter Devotions
booklet at the visitor center today. This book of
daily devotions was written by members of Faith
Lutheran Church and follows along with the
message series in the season of Easter, "Tell Them
What You've Seen and Heard." You can also
subscribe to have them delivered by email at
RevKerry.com.
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Why is the Christian Community Service Center’s (CCSC) Azalea Dinner worth my time and money?
Faith is one of 42 area Christian churches working together
through CCSC to reduce the effects of poverty in our
community. CCSC helps families in crisis through its food
pantry, where clients can turn for food, clothing, and financial
assistance. CCSC helps get people back to work through its
JobNet and Martha’s Way programs. And CCSC helps our
community’s most vulnerable population through its Back to
School program, Jingle Bell Express, and Vision Care program
for underprivileged students. The following is CCSC “by the
numbers” for 2017:
28,816
Clients supplied with nutritious food packages.
772
Households received electricity, water, natural
gas, or rent assistance
7,606
Persons were provided with gently-used
clothing.
455
Job seekers gained valuable skills through
workshops, computer training, and
personalized coaching with 32% gaining
employment
6,573
Students started the academic year with new
school supplies and clothing
2,662
Children received new toys, books, and family
food packages for Christmas

1,109
Students received vision screening,
588 were provided professional eye
exams, with 539 receiving new
prescription glasses.
In addition, 237 persons received medical assistance for
eyeglasses, dental services, or prescription medication; 6,975
pounds of produce was harvested for clients at the CCSC
garden; and 269 motivated entrepreneurs participated in a 42hour vocational training program.
To accomplish its ministry—Faith’s ministry as a CCSC member
church—CCSC relies on volunteerism, in-kind donations, and
cash donations. CCSC’s primary fundraiser is the Azalea
Dinner. This year, the event will be held April 26, 2018, at the
Post Oak Hilton. The evening is a fun night of fellowship (as we
enjoy a meal together), learning (as we hear from CCSC staff
and volunteers), and shopping (silent and live auctions). Please
help Faith fill tables at this event. Watch for the CCSC table in
the narthex in April before and after services where volunteers
will be selling seats or tables to the event.
If you are unable to attend the dinner, you can still help CCSC
in other ways. Please consider supporting the ministry by
paying for one of Faith’s staff members to attend (and their
partner if you can) or giving directly to CCSC to help underwrite
the event (please check https://www.ccschouston.org/azalea/
for CCSC’s wish list for the dinner).
Go to www.ccschouston.org to learn more about CCSC or
contact Kelley Keller, Faith’s liaison to CCSC, at
kelley.keller@wtllaw.com.

Join us on Sunday, April 1, as we will be gathering for three services to celebrate the risen Savior!
We will have a community breakfast at 9:45 AM, free pictures with the Easter bunny, and an
Easter egg hunt for the kids. Come out and worship with us!
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The Body of Christ
by Kelsey Vickery, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
With everything that is going on in this crazy world from the school shootings, packages exploding in
Austin, and just general world news, I have found myself reflecting and turning to Christ to help me
find some answers and some peace in the storm. I use this amazing app on my phone called
YouVersion Bible, that provides bible studies and one stood out to me lately and I wanted to share it
with you all.
Something to think about is how the church is a body, not a building, not an organism, nor an organization. For
the organs of the body to fulfill their purpose, they must be connected to the body. The same is true for you as a
part of Christ's Body! You are created for a specific role, but you will miss out on it if you're not attached to a
living, local church. You will discover your role in life though your relationship with others.
The Bible tells us, "Each part gets its meaning from the body, not the other way around. The body we're talking
about is Christ's body of chosen people. Each of us find our meaning and function as a part of his body. But as a
chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn't amount to much would we? " (Romans 12:4-5).
If an organ is somehow severed from its body it will shrivel and die. It cannot exist on its own and neither can
you. Disconnected and cut off from the lifeblood of a local body of believers your spiritual life will wither and
eventually cease to exist (Ephesians 4:16).
The Bible says, "Love your spiritual family” (1 Peter 2:17). Membership in the family of God is neither
inconsequential nor something to be casually ignored.” The church is God's agenda for the world. Jesus says, “I
will build my church and all the powers of hell will not conquer it" (Matthew 16: 18)!
I have been praying, reflecting, and thinking about all the chaos of this world; I am so beyond grateful for the
love of Jesus, and that he has placed me and John into this amazing body of believers here at Faith. The people
here at Faith have welcomed John and I with open arms, they have walked with us, and have been our biggest
cheerleaders as we look towards the future. We are one big family who are all called to work as one body that
trusts each other and works towards our common goal of learning and loving Jesus.

Rebuilding Together Houston
Repair a Home, Revitalize the Neighborhood
Rebuilding Together Houston Brings volunteers and communities
together to provide free repair and renovation programs for elderly
low-income, disabled and service-veteran homeowners in need.
The Social Ministry Team and Youth and Family Ministry Team would like to invite you to participate in a service
project of Rebuilding Together Houston. We will paint a house and do some minor repair work for an elderly lady
in South Houston. Anyone 12 years old and up are welcome to join. It would be greatly appreciated if you are
willing to provide lunch and water for the crew.
For more information, contact Pastor Tan (832-540-6802) or John Vickery (281-753-3756).
Please sign up on Sundays, April 8, 15, and 22 on the connection card or in narthex.
Date and Time: Saturday, April 28, starting 8:30 AM until finish.

Faith Schools
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools
Recently, I gave a tour to a parent whose child has been enrolled in another amazing (and very
expensive!) local preschool. She needed to find a summer program for her child. She was so
impressed by our facilities, all that we include in our tuition and the care and education that we
provide to the children. In an email accepting the summer spot, she wrote “I’m still kicking myself for
not having known about you guys earlier!!” I was pleased that she was pleased with what we have to
offer to families in our community. As we continue to give tours daily and to offer spots as quickly as
possible, we look ahead to what we can do to continue to be a place where people want to send their kids. We
don’t want to ever become “the school that used to be great,” so we continue to find ways to improve.
One area that needs work is our use of technology in the classrooms. When I first arrived here in 2012, we
purchased laptops, desktops, Kindle tablets and Nabi tablets for the classrooms. We also gave each teacher an
email address and moved to electronic parent and teacher communications. Each week, parents receive an email
newsletter that includes the upcoming week’s lunch menu and a variety of other reminders. We have also
updated our website with Clayton’s help and have started to collect enrollment information online rather than
on paper. Now, it’s time for another push in this area as we look at the changing technology needs in each
classroom. We never want screen time to replace hands-on activities and teacher-guided lessons, but technology
can certainly enhance the curriculum. Teachers will complete a survey of how they use technology in the
classroom and their dreams for new “tech toys.” After we review the results, along with current information
about best practices related to technology in the preschool classroom, we’ll include some of these items and
trainings on the subject in the upcoming budget.
We are also adding an age-appropriate service component to our curriculum. Ms. Kelsey is working on a Chapel
Projects curriculum for the school year. Projects may include canned food drives at Thanksgiving, coin drives at
Souper Bowl of Caring time, making dog biscuits to give to dogs in shelters and other opportunities that will
allow our children to give to others in need. The key to this curriculum is developing it so that children can
understand how their giving helps others. When Harvey happened, the children donated their books to children
at other schools whose books had been destroyed. This was something that the children could understand and it
didn’t necessarily cost anything for families. This is the type of easy and meaningful project we hope to include in
our Chapel Projects curriculum.
While we look ahead, we will also participate in some of our old favorites this spring. We will have Spring
Planting Day on Friday, April 13. Children
bring plants on this day to plant in the
garden beds on our playgrounds. This
year, we hope to continue the themes of
Spring Planting Day through the summer.
Do you have an interest in gardening? If
so, please feel free to call the Day School
(713.664.3233) and plan to come
participate in this special event. We’d
love to have friends from the church
share their love of gardening with us.
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—April 2018
8:30 AM

April 1
Easter

Acolyte

Andres
Barenwald

Crucifer

April 8

April 22

April 29

Zach Michaud

Aaron Allen

Nicholas Walker

Emma Voosen Audrey DeKunder

Nate Michaud

Andy Allen

William Walker

Lector

Carl Watson

Bryan Ives

Sara Karow

Sharon Koch

Joann Welton

Communion
Assistants

Carl Watson
Sharon
Richter

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Sara Karow
Sharon Koch

Sara Karow
Sharon Koch

Randy and Beverly
Sones

Asst Minister Alice Tian

Annika Becker

Annika Becker

Doug Elsen

Sharon Richter

Ushers

Art Grove
Bill Freeman

Art Grove
Bill Freeman

Brian Taylor
Troy Becker

Brian Taylor
Troy Becker

Bill Puryear
Scott Ramsey

Children’s
Church

Amy McNulty Courtney Fast

Altar Guild

Joann Welton Dorothy Rosenbaum Dorothy Rosenbaum Susan Tallman
Susan Tallman
Diana Rettig
Diana Freeman
Diana Freeman
Melinda McGoudrick Melinda McGoudrick

10:50 AM

April 1
Easter

Christian Georgi

April 15

April 8

Acolytes

Aidan Fidone
Taylor
Schugart

Communion
Assistants

Jon and Nancy Roxy Funchess
Holmes
Lorah Gough

April 15

April 22

Laura Swanson

April 29

Ava Cauley
Dylan McGouldrick

Aidan Fidone
Emma Voosen

Elsa Becker
Audrey DeKunder

Ella DeKunder
Staci DeKunder

Kelley Keller
Susan Tallman

Dave and Wendy
Farner

Asst Minister Wendy Farner Lyle Jares

Lyle Jares

Jim Cross

Jim Cross

Ushers

Jon and Nancy
Holmes

Roxy Funchess
Susan Tallman

Parkan Family

DeKunder Family

Beth Bruce

Kristen Krueger

Jasmine Gabriel

Susan Tallman

Children’s
Church
Altar Guild

Cross Family

Trevor Groenewold
Dillon Williams

Jennifer Blessington Helen Watson

Joann Welton Dorothy Rosenbaum Dorothy Rosenbaum Susan Tallman
Susan Tallman
Diana Rettig
Diana Freeman
Diana Freeman
Melinda McGoudrick Melinda McGoudrick

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond by clicking
“Decline” on the Planning Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with someone else
who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon.

Memorial and Special Gifts
First Quarter of 2018
In Memory of Jean Bunge
Geneva Freels

In Memory of Anita Lacy’s Brother
Diana Rettig

In Memory of Thomas E. Engells
Faye Viola

In Memory of Carl Watson’s Brother
Diana Rettig

In Memory of Polly Ross
Geneva Freels
Rebecca Ruth Circle

Special Gift to Faith House
Kenneth and Alice Caughron
Eric and Courtney Lerch
Judith Sadler
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What’s a Memorial?
A memorial is a special monetary gift given in memory of a loved one or the loved one of a friend.
Memorials are given instead of flowers at the time of death. They are a wonderful way to give a useful and
lasting remembrance at the time of death.
At Faith, we have a tradition of giving memorials after the death of a member or the loved ones of fellow
members. The gifts go into a “Memorial Fund” which is used for special needs at Faith, or the gifts may be
designated for a certain ministry. A list of current needs, approved by our Church Council, is available at
the information desk.
A notice of the gift is sent to the family of the deceased by the Church Office. A record of the gift is included
on the donor’s quarterly financial statement if the donor is a member of Faith. Finally, the memorials and
other special gifts contributed in memory of someone, or in honor of a person, or a special
occasion, are recognized quarterly in our Mountain Mover.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401

Office: 713-664-3048
Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org
FaithDaySchool.org
FaithHouseHouston.org
info@faithbellaire.org

Rev. Kerry Nelson

Senior Pastor

Rev. Junfeng Tan

Associate Pastor

Stacy Williams

Director of Operations

Dr. Clayton Faulkner

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

John Vickery

Director of Youth and Family

Kelsey Vickery

Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Kendolyn Pope

Director of Faith Schools

Yu Cao

Office Coordinator

Avier Whitfield

Office Coordinator

Alan Balius

Organist/Choir Director

Alicia Obando

Building Manager

Ana Rivas

Custodian

Darrell Glenn

Facility Services
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8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
6:30 PM Al– Anon (300)
7:00 PM HS Night (Youth room)

29

8:30 AM Heritage Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM BubblesBounce& BBQ
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM Young Adults @ Faith (400, 401)

22

8:30 AM Heritage Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups/MOVE
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

15

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups/MOVE
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:15 PM Parish Ed Team Meeting (201)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)
6:30PM Young Adults @ Faith

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Community Breakfast and Egg
Hunt (FC Gym)
10:50 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

Easter Sunday

Sun

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

9:30 AM ESL (101, 200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
Parents (401)

9:30 AM ESL (101, 200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
Parents (401)

9:30 AM ESL (101, 200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
Parents (401)

30

23

16

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:00 PM First Place for Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

24

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Board Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Place for Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

17

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Place for Health (306)
8:00 PM AA (Men Only)

10

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting
(108)
7:00 PM First Place for Health (306)
8:00 PM AA (Men Only)

All Day Church Office Closed
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (Gym)
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Tue
2

Mon
4

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (201)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

25

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (201)
8:00 PM AA (300)

18

9:00 AM LWR Quilters
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
8:00 PM AA (300)

11

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith(201)
8:00 PM AA (300)

Wed

Thu
5

9:30 AM ESL (201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

26

9:30 AM ESL (201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

19

9:30 AM ESL (201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

12

9:30 AM ESL (201)
10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

April 2018 - Calendar of Events

7:00 PM HS Lock in (FC)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00PM AA Co-Ed (300)

27

20

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305, 306)

28

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305, 306)

21

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305, 306)

14

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305, 306)

6:00 PM Parents Night Out (FC)
7:00 PM Faith Chinese Gathering
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
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Sat
6

Fri

