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Lent and Holy Week Services
Midweek Lenten Worship continues on Wednesdays
through March 21 at 11:45 AM in the Sanctuary. Lunch
will follow in the Faith Center Gym. Pastor's Lenten Bible
Study meets on Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM in the
conference room.
Maundy Thursday services are on Thursday, March 29 at
11:45 AM and 7:00 PM.
Good Friday service is on Friday, March 30 at 7:00 PM.
Easter Vigil service is on Saturday, March 31 at 8:00 PM.
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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
Every time I come to work I turn
off Cedar into our parking lot. And
every time I turn, I notice the
labyrinth. It really is a beautiful
labyrinth.
The first time I prayed using a
labyrinth I was at a Roman Catholic retreat
center here in town. I was by myself.
Uninterrupted. I started by putting a chair in the
center because I figured I would be there awhile.
Then I went back to the entrance and waited. I
waited for the questions that I wanted to take to
God.
When it felt to me like I had a worthy question to
ask, I began to walk the labyrinth. As I slowly
walked I remembered why labyrinths were first
invented. They were for the sake of pilgrims who
didn’t have the time or the money to make an
actual pilgrimage to Rome, or Jerusalem, or
several other holy places. The labyrinth became
the path they were able to walk. (Like a spiritual
peloton bicycle.)
As I walked toward the center I imagined myself
coming ever closer to the presence of God.
Obviously I was aware that this was a game
being played in my imagination but I was willing
and hungry to play along and such games don’t
hurt anyone.
I would get distracted by thoughts as I made my
way to the center. I treated each distraction, not
as an unwelcome intrusion, but as an invitation
to let these thoughts come and go. To pass
through me, leaving behind whatever lessons
they might want to teach. Sometimes I
stopped...recentered...and walked some more.
When I got to the center, I took my seat and
waited.
Continued on next page...

Faith5 for Lent
Pastor Rich Melheim is our guide through this Lenten season.
Here are some suggestions if you would like to go deeper
and learn more about these spiritual disciplines.
We are drawing our ideas for this series from Pastor
Melheim’s book, “Holding Your Family Together: 5 Simple
Steps to Help Bring Your Family Closer to God and Each
Other.” You can visit https://smile.amazon.com to purchase
a copy on paperback or Kindle.
For more information, including many videos that describe
the disciplines, including testimonies from families who have
been using Faith5, please visit https://www.faith5.org.
I—Pastor Kerry—am interested in how these disciplines are
working in your family. I would LOVE to hear from you.
If you have something to share, or a story to tell, please
write to me at revkerry@gmail.com.
Send me your thoughts. Let me know if you are willing for
me to share them with others. Do that and your joys will be
multipied and your sorrows cut in fractions.
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The mission of Faith Lutheran Church
is to follow Jesus in blessing the world with faith,
hope, and love.

Continued...
As I sat in the center there were no audible voices coming to me, but plenty of voices in my head were clamoring for
attention. I sat intently, letting the thoughts come and go, listening and waiting for God to answer my question. I had
plenty of time. I wasn’t in a hurry. I sat for quite awhile. I remember several answers to my questions coming into my
mind. I remember weighing them, considering them, reflecting on what they were telling me. I don’t remember the
specifics but I do remember coming to a point where I just knew it was time to head back into the world. I headed back
through the circles, back to the entrance, back into the world.
When I got back to the “door” I took a moment to thank God for the experience.
Clearly there are many ways for people to pray. Some styles and disciplines “fit” with us and our personality types.
Sometimes it is good to be jarred awake by a style that we initially might find uncomfortable. There are lessons to be
learned there too. But what is clearly not good for any of us is to ignore the power of prayer. To ignore or neglect
opportunities to create space in our lives to be with God.
Throughout Lent we are learning about the simple disciplines of Faith5. Ending our day with a time set aside to share
our highs and lows, to read scripture, to talk about how our readings might be informing our highs and lows, praying
with and for one another, and then giving and receiving a word/touch of blessing. Even though I am preparing the
sermons each week, I never really know how they will “land” in peoples’ lives. Will they try them? Will they stick with it?
Are they finding these disciplines too challenging or time consuming? Is anyone feeling left out because, as much as they
might want to try them, they don’t have a partner in the house nor are they willing to partner up with a telephone
friend? Such worries accompany all spiritual disciplines—if we seriously and intently seek to follow Jesus, there is a
chance that it will often feel like we’re walking alone if those we love don’t join us.
I’m also intrigued by the prospects of our new Saturday evening “Collaborative” worship experience. This is the first
time in my ministry that people in the congregation have joined together to dream up a new way of praying together
that I’m not involved with planning nor required for conducting. I’m looking forward to just being there. To trying on a
new prayer form, a new way of worshipping, and I’m open-minded that it will be a good experience.
Whatever your experience this Lent, I hope you feel stretched, challenged, and blessed.
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President’s Page
by Wendy Farner, Faith’s 2018 Council President
I did not expect to find inspiration for my president’s message on Facebook. But as I scrolled through earlier
today, I came upon this post from one of my friends (he does not attend Faith):
“I played guitar for an Ash Wednesday service at my church last night. I did not have time for it. I spent the
day running from meeting to meeting, picking up kids and dealing with several legal issues that caught fire
this week. I have a stack of contracts to review on my desk and I’m leaving town for the weekend. I did not
have time for an Ash Wednesday service. It is Valentine's Day. I went because I had agreed to play but I was
stressed out because I did not have time for this. I realized during the service that the reason that the church calendar is so
inconvenient and just doesn’t fit into my schedule is exactly for this moment. This stuff that I think is so important is dust and
so am I. The service shut me down. I have ashes on my forehead and am humbled. I needed to be shut out of my busy worldly
life and to realize that these things are temporary. I’m grateful to be part of a community that has these inconvenient events
that shake me out of my worldly trance and remind me to whom I belong. This world is not my home. I'm just passing
through.”
Wow. I was not expecting that. Does that hit home for you like it does for me? Many times I have raced to something at
church, stressed by the inconvenience of it, not really having time to juggle it all. And yet, when I got there and became
engaged, I realized that church was exactly the place I needed to be. Church centers me and frees me from the demands of
the day. Church reminds me that it’s not about me after all. I find it no coincidence that just today I was adding the Lenten
lunchtime services to my calendar, fretting about whether I would have time to fit them in to my work day. I think that
question has been answered for me. Yes, yes I do.
Can we all do a better job of prioritizing God and making God our center and our focus; of giving God first dibs on our time,
and not the leftover moments in our calendar? I suspect we have all thought at one time or another, “Gees, I don’t want to
get sucked in to that committee, or that responsibility, at church.” But isn’t that the message of my friend’s Facebook post?
Someone had invited (sucked) him into playing guitar at church. It was a responsibility that got him there. And God did the
rest.
I know that I have plenty of room for improvement here. And Lent seems the right time to shift my focus. To commit to
worship, and to prayer as well. To commit to fellowship, and to walking beside those in my Faith family. To commit to inviting
others into this experience with me.
See you in church this Lent.

Save Us From Our Folly
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor
“I do not like Lent. Why so much emphasis on contrition, confession, repentance, fasting? It makes me feel
restricted, uncomfortable, and unhappy. I want freedom; I want free choice. I want self-determination.”
How often have you heard people complaining about Lent like that? Sometimes I catch myself thinking along
the same lines, too. When that happens, I try to convince myself to trust the spiritual wisdom and benefits
that are embedded in the Lenten discipline. To me, the practice of confession and repentance is like wearing
a seatbelt.
I did not drive until I was an intern in a Lutheran parish in South Dakota 18 years ago. I did not learn to appreciate the value
of the seatbelt until I took an EMT (Emergency Medical Technician) class in Sioux Falls eight years ago (I was a pastor of a
rural parish in South Dakota and there was a great need of volunteer EMT in the community). One Saturday morning, the
instructor taught us how to assess the injury that patients suffer as a result of automobile accidents. “Eight out of ten die
after being ejected from car,” he said. If he was correct (I have no reason not to believe him), the death rate for those who
are ejected from a car is 80% . That is an extremely high number. I just could not believe it.
“So, everyone should wear a seatbelt, not just drivers and passengers in the front seat,” I blurted out. “Absolutely,” he
nodded. “Why haven’t the law-makers passed a law that would require everyone to wear a seatbelt? It is a no-brainer,” I
said.
“There is only one explanation I can think of: politics,” he said. I was baffled and surprised by the explanation he gave me.
What kind of politics is it that fails to do something as simple as wearing a seatbelt to save thousands of lives each year in
the country?
My instructor went on to say that there isn’t a motorcycle helmet law in South Dakota, either. Again, politics is a factor. “To
wear or not to wear a helmet is my choice and the choice of the bikers.” Some lawmakers would use free choice as an
argument against motorcycle helmet law. Another factor is money. The motorcycle rally at Sturgis, South Dakota, is the
biggest one in the world. About half a million bikers attend the ten-day rally, which has a significant impact on the economy
of certain areas of the state. Some bikers do not like to wear a helmet. “Why do we have to make it so difficult for bikers to
come to Sturgis? It is their choice; it is their life; it is their money. We do not want to lose any of them or their money.”
Then, the instructor told a story of a man who was a student in his EMT class years ago. This man was a veteran biker. One
day he had a debate with the instructor about the helmet law. “I've never worn a helmet all my life and I will never wear
one.” It seemed nobody could change his mind. Sadly, the story ended up in a motorcycle accident he was involved in
afterwards. He died from a head injury. He died six months after finishing the EMT training.
Lord, save us from our own folly. Lord, have mercy on us and enable us to seek the truth about ourselves wherever we can
find it. Lord, protect us from forces that are bent on killing us.
I know a three-year-old boy who constantly begged his parents to allow him to drive. One day, he grabbed the car key and
sneaked into the car quickly. He locked all four doors and windows and started the engine. Sliding down the seat, he
pressed the gas pedal and switched the gear. The car jerked forward and crashed into the corner of the garage instantly.
Fortunately, no injury. No significant damage. His parents did what they could (you can image what they did) to teach the
boy a lesson. He promised never to touch the car key again before he reached the legal age to drive. I can assure you that
the boy still remembers the accident and the consequence to this day.
What does God do to prevent God’s children from hurting themselves and hurting others? What commandments does God
give us to keep us on the right and safe path? Who is our North Star that shows us the right direction when it is pitch dark?
Lent is the season when we pause to take stock of our lives. It is a time for self-examination and reflection, a time for
spiritual struggle and spiritual growth. Lent gives us the opportunity to confess our sins to God and to one another, and to
ask forgiveness from God and those whom we have hurt. Lenten repentance helps us cleanse our soul, mend our
brokenness, and jump-start our life. It also calls us to deepen and renew our faith in a good, just, and merciful God. Last,
but not the least, during these forty days of Lent, we strive to get ourselves ready for the joyous and glorious Easter
celebration.
Lent is a great gift to us from God and from the church.

May God bless us as we walk our Lenten journey as fellow pilgrims.
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Black Panther: Wakanda Forever
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

(This is a reprint of an article by Lenny Duncan from LivingLutheran.org. Lenny Duncan is a vicar at
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Conshohocken, Pa. He is currently an M.Div. Co-op student at the United
Lutheran Seminary at Philadelphia, graduating this May.)
If you’re an African-descent Lutheran like me, you’ve probably already seen Black Panther, which
opened last weekend—maybe twice. If not, by seeing it you’ll be getting a solid entry in the Marvel
movie series (completing “Phase 3” in the studio’s overall plan for their interconnected cinematic universe), but
you’ll also get to take part in a cultural phenomenon never before seen in film.
A superhero first created in the late 1960s, Black Panther has been a major part of the Marvel Comics universe
since the 1980s. Black Panther, aka King T’Challa, is a member of the Avengers, as well as a diplomat, scientist,
statesman and hero. He rules over the fictional African country of Wakanda, considered the most technologically
advanced nation in the world, but shrouded in secrecy and untouched by colonization or slavery.
The mantle of the Black Panther is passed on from generation to generation in Wakandan society. The heroic
figure is steeped in African spirituality, the veneration of ancestors and the hope of an entire people. And
Wakandan technology makes Iron Man’s high-tech gadgetry look like child’s play—which has been the case in
Marvel comics since I read them as a kid.
I can’t tell you the effect this had on me as a child—and now as an adult—to see a vision of my people in which
their country was never colonized and in which a dream was never deferred. To see traditions stretching back
through untold generations. To see an African king of a country that hasn’t had its resources plundered and
traded like cheap party favors on the big screen gave me chills throughout the entire movie.
Because let’s be frank: That is not the Africa of today and the story of her children. Our Africa has been a
continent at war or cut up by European powers until it had nothing to offer those nations. It had its jewels ripped
from her chest; her lands and very body turned into mockeries of what she once was; her culture diluted with
hate and death; her children sold off to build the foundation of the nation where we dwell today.
Black Panther offers a vision of what Africa could have been without America’s original sin of slavery—an
especially important concept for those of us who are members of the country’s whitest mainline denomination,
the ELCA.
The Black Panther comics gave 11-year-old me a chance to dream about a hero who can be an authentically
African or black person and have something incredible to offer the world. In the comics and in the film, that’s
what Wakanda is: a gift to the entire world; a country that shares its resources with people the world over. The
impact this will have on a generation of kids watching today—seeing an almost-entirely-black cast stand up
against evil with pride and passion, despite what has happened to African-descent people the world over—can’t
be overstated.
Moreover, Black Panther’s characters are complicated, not one-note. The antagonist, Killmonger, who calls for
war against oppressors around the world, is humanized in a way that is breathtaking. I found myself standing with
him at different points in the story. He is me after the Trayvon Martin verdict. He is all of us who have screamed,
“Hands up, don’t shoot” on the street. He is the thousand tiny cuts and micro-aggressions that are being a black
person in this country everyday personified. T’Challa is my elders trying to guide me toward a better way.
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Finally, and most important, black women in the movie are portrayed as they truly are in our communities.
They are a warrior caste. The vanguard. The first in the fray and the last out. They are every black mother.
Every black woman organizer. They are gorgeous in their fury and divine in their wisdom. They are innovators
and creators. They are the ones who help guard, guide and protect an African kingdom and monarchy that
would be lost without them. They walk throughout the movie with grace and love that is deep, holy and abiding. It is perhaps the greatest lesson hidden in the film: the strength of black women is insurmountable.
See Black Panther and dream with me about what shouldn’t have ever been, and what may still come.

Prayer Corner - Jesus Our Perfect Lamb
by Peggy Porter
Read John 1:19-34 and Psalm 73

“The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him,
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)
At first, John the Baptist did not recognize Jesus. “Among you
stands one you do not know,” said John (John 1:26). “I myself
did not know him,” he said (John 1:31)

Baptism is the miraculous “washing of regeneration” (Titus
3:5). For in our Baptism, God gives each one of us, personally
and individually, the perfect sacrifice for all sins, earned for us
by the perfect “Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the
world,” Jesus. What we do not deserve, Christ earns for
us. What we cannot merit, Christ wins it all for us. What we
could not do – atone for our sins – Jesus, the Lamb of God,
does by taking away the sins of the whole world. He takes
away your sin.
With John the Baptist, by faith in Christ, you, too, can say,
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away my sins!”

But the next day, John finally recognized Jesus. Where? At
Pray: Thank You, heavenly Father, for my perfect Lamb,
Jesus’ Baptism. There, he boldly declared: “Behold, the Lamb Jesus. Amen.
of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” Translated
another way, “Behold, the One carrying the sins of the world!”
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What’s Given? It’s a Given!
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family
This month I decided to write my article out by hand with pen and paper before moving to the
computer to type it. There are times that I really enjoy doing things the “old fashion way.” There is
a certain level of personal connection that is made with every stroke of the pen against the paper,
almost as if each idea flows together. By writing in this way, I am reminded that many things in
our life do not require us to reinvent the wheel, instead there are things that are “just givens.” For
example, if you needed to jot down a note, you would grab a scrap of paper and a pen and write
down whatever needed to be remembered. We don’t think about how to do that, it doesn’t require much
thought, we just do it. In the same way, the grace that is extended to us from God is a given. There is nothing
that we can do to earn it, we are simply told to believe and follow. The fact that we are saved by grace through
faith is something that is the same years ago as it is today, much like how our method of taking quick notes
hasn’t changed too much.
Now comes the really cool part. We are perfectly and wonderfully made. We all have our own identities, finger
prints, personalities, and even our own handwriting. But we all receive the same grace.
This Lenten season, I encourage you to take some time; take a paper and a pen to write a prayer of your own.
Thank God for what God is doing in your life, bring God your struggles, and know that the handwriting you see
on the page is written by a beloved child of God who is made in God’s image.

CCSC: More Than A Food Pantry
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by Michelle Shombeck, Executive Director of CCSC
During the past year, we at Christian Community Service Center have learned that many people have only a
partial understanding of our organization, believing it to be limited to the food pantries and two visible youthserving programs: Back To School and Jingle Bell Express. While those efforts are essential, CCSC’s work
includes other services that provide a more comprehensive way to help people in need.
First, the two food pantries offer more than just food. They also provide financial assistance to prevent
homelessness or substandard living; medical assistance (dental, prescription medication, optometry services)
through collaborative partners; and clothing and personal hygiene items. These programs help people navigate their immediate
crises.
Second, we provide two unique employment programs to help people to find work, develop and cultivate skills, increase their
assets, and work toward a higher level of overall security. One of the programs teaches people how to become entrepreneurs.
These services have a long-range impact on the job seeker as well as the children living in the home.

Finally, the Back To School and Jingle Bell Express programs are two outstanding youth-serving activities, but there is a third
program: The Louise J. Moran Vision Care program. Last year, we screened the vision of 1,859 children and put glasses on the
faces of 533 students. These three programs help parents to stretch their limited dollars.
For example, Bob is the father of three children. He and his wife both work, but he was laid off, leaving his family unable to pay
for all their basic needs. We provided Bob food packages, paid a utility bill to keep the electricity connected, connected him to a
temporary job, referred him to another agency for vocational training, and coached him on ways to reduce monthly expenses.
Today he’s back at work in a permanent job. His family did not lose their apartment or go hungry.
When community members like Bob find themselves in need, they often turn to churches for help. Churches want to help – it is
part of our faith’s DNA to care for each other. Yet, churches do not always have ample staff, time, and resources to provide
social services on their campuses. It also makes little business sense for every church on Westheimer or Bellaire Blvd. to
operate its own social services program – that model only creates a duplication of services.
Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) was incorporated in 1980 by six churches with a vision that remains relevant today:
to be an extension of each of its member churches in serving the needy
to pool resources and energy into an efficient, knowledgeable and steady nonprofit
to provide a place in which a person in crisis can receive in-depth assistance
to provide an organized way for people to volunteer together based upon shared values
All programs are run by professional staff who maintain CCSC’s commitment, mission and values. They train and guide the
volunteers to carry out the day-to-day responsibilities. Today, 42 congregations are united in service through CCSC, and dozens
of civic and business partners contribute to its cause. Most importantly, the community member who has lost her job, received
a scary medical diagnosis, or experienced some other life-changing crisis has a faith-based place to reach out to for help.
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National Lutheran Schools Week!
“Loved Beyond Measure”
March 4 - 10
On Sunday, March 4, join us as we celebrate our wonderful school
ministries. Stop by the book fair in the Fellowship Hall until
Sunday, March 4. This is one of their largest fundraisers, come and
support our schools!
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way;
it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 1 Cor. 13:4-7

Welcome Tim Snyder
Visiting Wartburg Seminary Faculty
Tim Snyder, Director of Educational Technology and Instructor of Practical Theology at
Wartburg Theological Seminary is our guest in worship on Sunday, March 4. He is
visiting Faith to learn how the church and the seminary can partner together as a
collaborative learning site. After worship today, everyone is invited to get lunch in the
Faith Center and join Tim in the Community Room for a presentation.

Easter Lilies
In celebration of Easter, lilies will be displayed around the chancel. Lilies may be ordered at a
cost of $9; checks should be made out to Faith Lutheran Church with Easter Lilies on the
memo line. Please place checks in the offering plate or the church office.
Sign up at the display table in the Fellowship Hall starting Sunday, March 11.
Deadline to order: March 25
Lilies may be picked up after Easter Sunday services. Those not picked up will be donated. Any
questions? Contact the church office at info@faithbellaire.org.

Parent’s Night Out
Friday, March 2 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym
An evening full of activities for kids from ages 6 months to 12 years old. Please RSVP via email to
PNO@faithbellaire.org to ensure that we have a spot for your kiddo. The cost is $15 per child. You may pay in
cash at the door or online in advance at faithbellaire.org/give and select PNO.

Why is the Christian Community Service Center’s (CCSC) Azalea Dinner worth my time and money?
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Faith is one of 42 area Christian churches working together
1,109
through CCSC to reduce the effects of poverty in our community.
Students received vision screening,
CCSC helps families in crisis through its food pantry, where clients
588 were provided professional eye
can turn for food, clothing, and financial assistance. CCSC helps
exams, with 539 receiving new
get people back to work through its JobNet and Martha’s Way
prescription glasses.
programs. And CCSC helps our community’s most vulnerable
population through its Back to School program, Jingle Bell Express, In addition, 237 persons received medical assistance for
and Vision Care program for underprivileged students. The eyeglasses, dental services, or prescription medication; 6,975
pounds of produce was harvested for clients at the CCSC garden;
following is CCSC “by the numbers” for 2017:
and 269 motivated entrepreneurs participated in a 42-hour
28,816
vocational training program.
Clients supplied with nutritious food packages.
To accomplish its ministry—Faith’s ministry as a CCSC member
772
church—CCSC relies on volunteerism, in-kind donations, and cash
Households received electricity, water, natural
donations. CCSC’s primary fundraiser is the Azalea Dinner. This
year, the event will be held April 26, 2018, at the Post Oak Hilton.
gas, or rent assistance
The evening is a fun night of fellowship (as we enjoy a meal
7,606
together), learning (as we hear from CCSC staff and volunteers),
Persons were provided with gently-used clothing.
and shopping (silent and live auctions). Please help Faith fill
tables at this event. Watch for the CCSC table in the narthex in
455
April before and after services where volunteers will be selling
Job seekers gained valuable skills through
seats or tables to the event.
workshops, computer training, and personalized
coaching with 32% gaining employment
If you are unable to attend the dinner, you can still help CCSC in
other ways. Please consider supporting the ministry by paying for
6,573
one of Faith’s staff members to attend (and their partner if you
Students started the academic year with new
can) or giving directly to CCSC to help underwrite the event
school supplies and clothing
(please check https://www.ccschouston.org/azalea/ for CCSC’s
wish list for the dinner).
2,662
Children received new toys, books, and family
Go to www.ccschouston.org to learn more about CCSC or contact
food packages for Christmas
Kelley Keller, Faith’s liaison to CCSC, at kelley.keller@wtllaw.com.

CCSC Food Fair
Saturday, March 10 @ 10:00 AM
Could your family use some fresh, nutritious, FREE fruits and vegetables and other
food items? Would you like to learn more about programs that can assist you?
Come to the FOOD FAIR hosted by Christian Community Service Center (CCSC). Please
bring a basket or bag to transport your food. One order per household.
Location: St. Luke’s – Gethsemane Campus
Parking Lot of 6856 Bellaire Blvd
*In the event of severe rain, the food fair will be cancelled.
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Lent
by Kelsey Vickery, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
As a kid, Lent was not my favorite time of year. It meant having to go to Church on more than just
Sunday, having to give something up, and worse than that having to have self-discipline to not mess
up on my goal to give something up. Lent didn't have the outward beauty of Advent with all its pretty
songs, Christmas trees and happiness. Lent was boring or even at times sad, but as I got older I began
to see Lent for what it was, a do-over.
Lent is a season that is set up to be a 6-week, 40-day second chance. We are given this time to think about what
it really means to have a heart that is fully after Christ. One of my all-time favorite worship songs has a line that
says, "my soul devotion, my only focus is to worship you." That is my prayer for Lent. I want to use this time, this
40 days, to reconnect with God and to point my focus back to God.
Lent is a time to reflect on the passion of Jesus and the hugeness of our salvation, that God had a plan, and sent
Jesus to save each of us from our sin. It’s a prayerful time to prepare our hearts and minds for the grace and
forgiveness that comes from the cross. It’s to point us to the gift of salvation and the hope and joy of the
resurrection. So, let us not look at Lent and be sad, let us instead look at Lent and be full of hope. Hope for a
redo, hope for a second chance, and hope for a better tomorrow.

Go TEXAN Sunday!
Sunday, March 18
Sunday, March 18 promises to be an event you don’t want to miss. Wear your boots, cowboy hats, and
jeans as we celebrate our Texas heritage and the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.

We will experience “cowboy church” that will include southern gospel music and a relaxed liturgy.
There will also be BBQ for lunch with all the trimmings at noon.
A special guest musician will be joining us on the steel guitar this year: Will Van Horn!
Giddy up partner! The Lord be with ya’ll!

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
Faith Center
9:45 AM

Bible Study

10:50 AM

Worship

12:00 PM

Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

2018 Chinese New Year Celebration
(over 400 in attendance!)
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—March 2018
8:30 AM

March 4

March 11

March 18

March 25

Acolyte

Christian Georgi

Nicholas Walker

Elsa Becker

Ava Cauley

Crucifer

Alice Tian

William Walker

Alice Tian

Dylan McGouldrick

Lector

Janice Kolosseus

Troy Becker

Sharon Richter

Carol Strawn

Communion
Assistants

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Asst Minister

Bob Medlen

Sharon Richter

Sharon Richter

Carol Strawn

Ushers

Brian Taylor
Troy Becker

Brian Taylor
Troy Becker

Jeff Addicks
Earl Thompson

Jeff Addicks
Earl Thompson

Altar Guild

Doris Williams
Diana Freeman
Dorothy Rosenbaum Betty Dossey

Diana Freeman
Betty Dossey

Joann Welton
Diana Rettig

10:50 AM

March 4

March 11

March 18

March 25
Palm Sunday

Acolytes

Andres Baerenwald

Aidan Fidone
Audrey DeKunder

Zach Michaud
Nate Michaud

Aaron Allen
Andy Allen

Communion
Assistants

Kelley Keller
Susan Tallman

Dave and Wendy
Farner

Karen Ellison
Diana Boihem

Beth Bruce
Lauren Apollo

Asst Minister

Eric Lerch

Susan Tallman

Susan Tallman

Janice Decker

Ushers

Jon and Nancy
Holmes

Parkan Family

Farner Family

Lerch Family

Altar Guild

Doris Williams
Diana Freeman
Dorothy Rosenbaum Betty Dossey

Diana Freeman
Betty Dossey

Joann Welton
Diana Rettig

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond by
clicking “Decline” on the Planning Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change
by Wednesday afternoon.
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Faith Camp 2018 - The Great Adventure
Registration now open!
Week 1
Week 2
Week 3

July 9-13
July 16-20
July 23-27

Set Your Compass
Pack Your Bags
Start YOUR Adventure

Save the date and get ready for a great adventure! Faith Camp is an awesome
opportunity for children ages 5 through grade 6 to hear Bible stories and play games
along with their peers. Be sure to go to www.faithbellaire.org/faith-camp to get more
information and to sign up. If you have any questions contact our Youth and Family
Director, John Vickery (jvickery@faithbellaire.org).

Rev. Kerry Nelson

Senior Pastor

Rev. Junfeng Tan

Associate Pastor

Stacy Williams

Director of Operations

Dr. Clayton Faulkner

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Office: 713-664-3048

John Vickery

Director of Youth and Family

Fax: 713-664-3371

Kelsey Vickery

Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233

Kendolyn Pope

Director of Faith Schools

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726

Yu Cao

Office Coordinator

Avier Whitfield

Office Coordinator

FaithBellaire.org

Alan Balius

Organist/Choir Director

FaithDaySchool.org

Alicia Obando

Building Manager

FaithHouseHouston.org

Ana Rivas

Custodian

info@faithbellaire.org

Darrell Glenn

Facility Services

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401

Sun

Mon

14

9:00 AM LWR Quilters
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Wednesday Worship
LUNCH AFTER SERVICE (FC)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:00 PM Social Ministry Board
Meeting
7:00 PM First Steps @Faith(201)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study
8:00 PM AA (300)

7

Thu

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Maundy Thursday
Worship
2:00 PM At Your Best UHC Senior
Program
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
7:00 PM Maundy Thursday
Worship
7:30 PM Faith Choir
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:00 PM At Your Best UHC Senior
Program
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

2:00 PM At Your Best UHC Senior
Program
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:00 PM At Your Best UHC Senior
Program
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

1

29

22

15

8

8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair
(Gym)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
11:00 AM Praise Dance (300)
2:00 PM At Your Best UHC Senior
Program

March 2018 - Calendar of Events
Tue
Wed

13

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
11:45 AM Lent Wednesday Worship
LUNCH AFTER SERVICE (FC)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @Faith (201)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study
8:00 PM AA (300)

6

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting
7:00 PM First Place for Health(306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

21

5

20

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Wednesday Worship
LUNCH AFTER SERVICE (FC)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @Faith (201)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

4

12

19

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Board
Meeting (101)
7:00 PM First Place for Health(306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

28

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone– Climbers
Parents
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (Gym)

6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
(401)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
(401)

26

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

27

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board
Meeting (108)
7:00 PM First Place for Health(306)
8:00 PM AA (Men Only)

11

18

25
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
(401)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,
305)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health(306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:00 PM Wartburg Faculty Meeting
(300)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
2:30 PM Faith Chinese Choir and Praise
Dance (Gym)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM HS Night (Youth Room 400, 401)

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME STARTS
8:30 AM Heritage Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
(Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
2:30 PM Faith Chinese Choir and Praise
Dance Rehearsal (Gym)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

GO TEXAN SUNDAY
8:30 AM Cowboy Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM Cowboy Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch
1:30 PM Handbell Choir
2:30 PM Faith Chinese Choir & Praise
Dance Rehearsal (Gym)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
(Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir
2:30 PM Faith Chinese Choir & Praise
Dance Rehearsal (Gym)
6:30 PM Al– Anon (300)

Fri

2

9

23

16

8:00 AM Faith Schools Book
Fair (Gym)
6:00 PM Parents Night Out
(FC)
7:00 PM Faith Chinese
Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

7:00 PM Faith Chinese
Fellowship Gathering
8:00PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:30 PM Faith Chinese
Fellowship Gathering
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

7:00 PM Faith Chinese
Fellowship Gathering
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
8:00 PM HS Lock in (FC)

30

7:00 PM Good Friday Worship
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat

3

17

10

7:00 AM FCF Discipleship Meeting
(101 & 201)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305,
306
11:00 AM Wartburg Faculty Meeting

7:00 AM FCF Discipleship Meeting
(101 & 201)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
6:00 PM The Collaborative (Sanc
Lobby)

7:00 AM FCF Discipleship Meeting
(101 & 201)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
12:00 PM Faith Camp Interviews
(Library)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
6:00 PM The Collaborative (Sanc
Lobby)

24

31

7:00 AM FCF Discipleship Meeting
(101 & 201)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
6:00 PM The Collaborative (Sanc
Lobby)
8:00 PM HS Bowling at Emerald Bowl

7:00 AM FCF Discipleship Meeting
(101 & 201)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
8:00 PM Easter Vigil (FH)

