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Bishop Mike Rinehart Joins Us on May 27
Don’t miss worship on Sunday, May 27 as Bishop Mike
Rinehart of the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod will be
preaching and presiding at 8:30 and 10:50 AM. At 9:45 AM in
the Fellowship Hall Bishop Mike will be sharing news and
highlights from the ministry happening throughout the synod.
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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
Last September I had surgery on
my heart. It wasn’t a big deal
really. I didn’t have any blockages
or bypasses or anything like that. I
just needed something that wasn’t
supposed to be there to get
snipped out and a procedure to
get my electrical system working like it is
supposed to.

It’s that time of year when the Stewardship Team points
out all the great things that happen here at Faith.

I learned many lessons from that experience.
None more important than allowing myself to be
cared for by others, especially Kelley, and the
beautiful power of prayer thanks to a pastoral
visit from Pastor Arthur Murphy.

This year we are trying to get people involved by building
relationships among members. We want to kick off the
Season of Stewardship with dinners in people’s homes.

Unfortunately, I have been bothered by some
complications from that operation ever since. So
tomorrow another surgeon will go back in there
and clean some gunk out. Again, no big deal. But
it does mean a surgery and some time for
recovery.
What has been frustrating to me is that I knew
something wasn’t right since October. Had my
doctors done a little more testing back then my
problem could have been taken care of very
quickly and relatively easily. But that didn’t
happen. Maybe I wasn’t clear enough in
describing my symptoms. Maybe they didn’t
listen well enough. The bottom line for me is
that, until they made a correct diagnosis of what
was happening to me, I wasn’t going to get any
better.
Tonight I’m wondering what this is teaching me
about the church and congregational life.
For many years now, at least monthly if not
weekly, I come across another book or another
article or another Facebook post that slams the
Christian church. We are too old fashioned or we
don’t adequately honor the traditions of the
past. We are too political or not political enough.
All we talk about is money but then we don’t use
our money to alleviate the pressing problems of
modern life like hunger, homelessness,
Continued on next page...

Faith Connections Dinner

It will be done a little different than in the past. This year
you will sign up for the date that will work for you and your
family. Two weeks before your scheduled dinner, you will
receive notice of your host. Childcare will be provided at
the church on all of the dates if needed.

What: Faith Connection Dinners
When: May 5, May 18 @ 6:30 PM
*NEW DATE: May 19 @ 4:30 PM
Please look at your calendars and see which of these dates
work for you and sign up. There will be signup sheets in the
lobby, on the back of the Connection Card, or Online.

We look forward to seeing you for dinner.
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The mission of Faith Lutheran Church is
to follow Jesus in blessing the world
with faith, hope, and love.

Continued...
inadequate education, or chronic unemployment. We are losing our young people who no longer connect spirituality
with Christian community. At least the kind of Christian community we see in a congregational life.
Clearly, these voices tell us, something is wrong. The complaints are being voiced. But what is the proper diagnosis that
could take us to a better place?
The purpose of my heart and lungs is to circulate my blood so my body works and I can breathe. That part we know. The
purpose of the church is to love God, to love our neighbor, and to care well for creation. To make disciples who make
disciples. That part we know too.
Here is the scary question: If we were to do surgery on the church, what would we cut out? And what would our postsurgical recovery look like?
I’m also aware that there can’t be a congregation without congregants. It is one thing for people on the outside to take
potshots about what the church does or doesn’t do. That’s easy. Any fool with a sledgehammer can tear down a house.
But it takes skill and effort and work to build one.
There are lots of people who are part of congregational life at Faith – and at every congregation – who will be quick to
say that their congregation works very well. And those people, quite likely, are the ones who make it work. They show
up for worship. They serve on ministry teams. They give generously of their time and their money. They demonstrate
concern for other people. They pray and read and seek to grow in their faith. They are passing down the faith.

Tonight I don’t know how my surgery will work out. I trust everything will be just fine and I’ll heal up quickly. I hope so. I
know I’ll miss some Sundays but I don’t want to miss Confirmation Sunday. For the young people who will be affirming
their faith and for their parents and their congregation who are keeping their baptismal promises to pass the faith down
to the next generation, I want to share their experience.
And then, as May comes to a close, it will be graduation season. I am really going to miss our high school seniors when
they head off to college. They were the youngest kids I worked with when I first came to Faith. I have watched them
grow up and do wonderful things. I do pray God’s very best for them as they round the corner toward this next stage of
their lives. Go with God and stay connected to the church!

4

President’s Page
by Wendy Farner, Faith’s 2018 Council President
I always appreciate and enjoy the daily devotions written by members of Faith. In the past they have been
Lenten devotions; this year they are Easter devotions. They are always thoughtful and give me new ways to
read the Bible verses that they interpret. But in addition, I find these devotions to be filled with insights into
the writer, which I treasure. Maybe the writer shares something personal about himself or herself, or maybe
he or she simply shares his/her interpretation of the Bible verse at hand. But either way, I find that I come
away with a better understanding of both the Bible and my fellow members at Faith.
This year I have been glad to see Pastor Kerry and the staff take the devotions to a new level and ask various Writers to share
during Sunday morning worship something of how the devotion process worked for them. I love the idea of members of Faith
sharing a piece of their personal faith journey with the congregation. Not only does this provide a terrific witness to how
ordinary folks like you and me approach their faith, but it provides those speaking on Sunday morning with the chance to
experience sharing their faith in a somewhat vulnerable position.
It had not occurred to me until I was asked to share my own devotion one Sunday morning what a stretch this would be for
my comfort zone. Honestly, just writing the devotion was a stretch but, after all, I could do that in private and I wouldn’t
actually have to be present when anyone read it. So there was some comfort in that. But reading my devotion in church and
sharing the experience of writing it, well, that was a whole different matter. That felt a bit like exposing a piece of myself in
public. And that was intimidating. As I sat with that uneasiness, suddenly I realized that the devotions this year are all written
about verses from Acts…. Acts of the Apostles. This book of the Bible focuses on the early church, right after the resurrection,
and its growth through the acts of faith demonstrated by the apostles of Jesus. Suddenly it hit me. God was giving me a way
to share and bear witness to my faith, which from the very beginning has been necessary to grow the church. True, I wasn’t
being called in the same way that Peter and Paul were, but still, I would do my part.
Now some of you may not have been asked to write a devotion this year, or to share your devotion in worship on Sunday
morning. But this does not mean you don’t have an important role to play in spreading the gospel and growing the church.
We are all called to this role as Christians. Word of mouth is the only way the church grew in the early days, and it is still the
best way to grow it today. Tell your faith story. Let others be inspired by it. We are all challenged by God to do this every day
– from telling someone at work about the great sermon we heard in church on Sunday, to inviting our neighbors to church or
Faith Camp or the Faith Astros Game. It’s all part of the game plan God sets before us. Will you play?

You Are An Actor On A Stage
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor
It was early morning, April 7. The sky was cloudy. There were showers off and on. I even heard a
few faint thunders. This was the day of the Spring Outing for the Faith Chinese Fellowship. Over
fifty adults and children had signed up for the event. Our original plan was leaving church at 9:00
AM, going to visit the Antique Rose Emporium of Brenham, having a picnic at the Old Baylor Park
at noon, and then going to the La Bahia Antiques Show & Sale in Burton. Around 8:00 AM, I saw
several text messages from the group, asking whether we could still take the trip. Having made
all the preparations, the last thing I wanted was to cancel the event. I checked the weather
forecast on my phone and said to our group, “Let us go. It is not going to rain in Brenham and Burton. We are
going to be OK.” Off we went.
It was not until we arrived at the Rose Emporium that we realized what we got ourselves into. The wind was
howling and whipping relentlessly against flowers and people. Though the temperature hovered around 40
degrees, it felt like a blizzard in South Dakota. We wanted to take shelter and eat lunch in the chapel. But a
wedding was scheduled in the chapel for the day. Just as we entered the chapel, the wedding party also arrived
and started preparation. We were told to leave. Since having the picnic in the nearby Old Baylor Park was out of
the question, we made the quick decision to go to the Visitor Center of Blue Bell in the hopes of having lunch
there and probably a tour of the famous Creamery. When we arrived at Blue Bell, we discovered that the
Visitor Center was closed for the day. We kept running out of luck. It approached noon time. What else could
we do? Several friends and I opened our trunks and started handing out sandwiches, potato chips, cut
watermelon, mulberries, and water. The wind was so strong that several plates were blown out of people’s
hands. Most people took plates and went back to eat inside their cars. The big parking lot of Blue Bell became
our picnic park. We were laughing and joking, “This is the best picnic ever.” We did not get much sightseeing
done that day. But we had a great time hanging out with one another in the high winds. It was cold outside. But
our hearts were not. Many friends said they will remember the 2018 spring outing in years to come.
The following Saturday, April 14, was another cold day. A group of Faith volunteers went to CCSC’s Food Pantry
to work. Among the volunteers were three new Chinese families with five children. Partially due to the cold
weather, no clients showed up for the first hour and a half. To help children pass time and stay warm, a parent
started teaching children to sing “Jesus Loves Me” with voice and hand and body movements. When the first
client entered the building, the children were overjoyed. With great eagerness and enthusiasm, they set out to
pack food and carry food bags for our clients. Before we left the food pantry at noon, I counted the number of
families that received food assistance and said to the kids, “Thank you for coming to help on a cold day like this.
You have helped feed six families this morning. You have made a difference.” The children smiled and cheered.
We cannot predict with great accuracy what kind of weather we will have on any given day. We have no control
over rain and snow, wind and cloud, lighting and thunder, heat and cold. But we can choose how to act and
respond. We can choose how we are going to be affected or not affected by any adverse situation. It is up to us
to make all sorts of decisions based on our beliefs and convictions. We are actors, not spectators or victims.
Environment and life situations are jut the stage on which we act. What role do we choose? What conflicts and
problems do we choose to solve? What crisis do we decide to end? What good causes do we passionately fight
for? What great goals do we want to accomplish? And last but not the least, what kind of person do we decide
to grow into?
Apostle Paul went through so many trials and tribulations on his three missionary journeys. He wrote some of
the most uplifting, encouraging, and profound words in the Bible. Let me conclude with four verses of Paul.
“See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to
everyone. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:15-18)
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The Jewish Festival of Pentecost
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

As we gather for worship on May 20 we will be celebrating Pentecost and the moving of the Holy
Spirit in the life of the church. But Pentecost didn’t begin with the early church.
Often when we hear the word “Pentecost” we immediately jump to the episode with the Holy Spirit
recorded in Acts 2. Pentecost, however, was a Jewish festival before it was a Christian event.
Leviticus 23:15-22 describes the appointed festival: And from the day after the sabbath, from the day on which
you bring the sheaf of the elevation offering, you shall count off seven weeks; they shall be complete. You shall
count until the day after the seventh sabbath, fifty days; then you shall present an offering of new grain to the
Lord. You shall bring from your settlements two loaves of bread as an elevation offering, each made of two-tenths
of an ephah; they shall be of choice flour, baked with leaven, as first fruits to the Lord. You shall present with the
bread seven lambs a year old without blemish, one young bull, and two rams; they shall be a burnt offering to the
Lord, along with their grain offering and their drink offerings, an offering by fire of pleasing odor to the Lord. You
shall also offer one male goat for a sin offering, and two male lambs a year old as a sacrifice of well-being. The
priest shall raise them with the bread of the first fruits as an elevation offering before the Lord, together with the
two lambs; they shall be holy to the Lord for the priest. On that same day you shall make proclamation; you shall
hold a holy convocation; you shall not work at your occupations. This is a statute forever in all your settlements
throughout your generations. When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your
field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and for the alien: I am the Lord
your God.
Pentecost is the Greek name for the Jewish festival known as Shavuot. Shavuot was “one of the three pilgrimage
festivals (along with Pesach [Passover] and Sukkot [Booths]) that attracted many Jews to Jerusalem” (Gary
Gilbert, The Jewish Annotated New Testament, 201). Shavuot, also called the Feast of Weeks because you had to
count seven weeks, took place 50 days after Passover and was a celebration for the wheat harvest. Later it came
to be associated with the giving of God’s covenants: the covenant with Noah, but especially the Torah as given
through Moses.
How is God doing both a new thing and continuing an old thing in the Pentecost scene of Acts 2? Similar to how
Jesus reinterprets Passover at the last supper in the gospel of Luke, now Peter is reinterpreting Shavuot for the
church. Shavuot was meant to foster an attitude of thanksgiving at the time of harvest. “Then you shall keep the
festival of weeks to the Lord your God, contributing a freewill offering in proportion to the blessing that you have
received from the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 16:10). The gratitude for harvest was meant to overflow to the
most vulnerable members of Israel’s society (see Leviticus 23:22 above). Prompted by Peter’s speech at
Pentecost, the new converts fulfill the purpose of Shavuot: “All who believed were together and had all things in
common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need” (Acts 2:44-45). Everyone had enough
because of the just and equitable distribution of goods.
The scene in Acts 2 can also be interpreted in another way connected with
the history of Israel: the reversal of the curse of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9). At
Babel God confused the language of the people because of pride in their
technological advancements. In Acts 2 the people that God scattered are
reunited and able to understand in their own languages. God was doing a
new thing connected to a very old thing.
Photo: “The seven Species of the Land of Israel are listed in the biblical verse Deuteronomy 8:8: a
land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and [date]
honey.” WikiMedia Commons רוליג
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April Events

Day School Bike-a-thon 2018
Azaelea Dinner 2018

Day School Bike-a-thon 2018

Rebuilding Houston Together 2018

Prayer Corner - Grace On Us
by Peggy Porter

Rebuilding Houston Together 2018
choices while also relying on God through those choices. God
does not always work on our preferred timetable, and we grow
weary and impatient with waiting on God.

Read Isaiah 26:1-9 and Psalm 9:9-20

Even our failure to trust is a sin that God forgives. Our ability
“And those who know your name put their trust to trust is a gift from God. When we struggle to trust, we
in you, for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those confess our sin and receive forgiveness. We confess with the
father in Mark 9:24, “I believe; help my unbelief!” and the Lord
who seek you.” (Psalm 9:10)
answers this prayer.
The command to trust the Lord is scattered throughout the
pages of Scripture. The Lord’s trustworthiness is contrasted
with trusting in man or riches. Repeatedly, the Bible reminds
us that God is trustworthy.
At times, these commands accuse our conscience. We
recognize that we do not always trust in God. It is easier to
trust in ourselves, our abilities, or the observable cause and
effect of this physical world. We struggle to reconcile what we
perceive as our natural ability and the responsibility to make

Psalm 9:9 tells us that “the Lord is a stronghold for the
oppressed.” Jesus is our tower of strength when we are faced
with assaults on our faith.
Pray: Lord, give us faith to trust in you always. Amen.
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Ready, Set… Proclaim!
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family
These past several days I have been telling myself, “Ready, Set, GO.” It is such a simple phrase
isn’t it? There is something about the energy and power that those three simple words can make,
that can make you want to get up and get going. Well, that is how I am feeling right now. I am
sitting here at the time of writing (April 11) looking at the calendar seeing that there is a lot that
will be happening through the summer. The start of each month is going to be a, “Ready, set, go”
situation.
In May, there is Confirmation Sunday and Graduation Sunday. We will also be shifting into our summer session
of youth learning, as well as making final preparations for the National Youth Gathering and Faith Camp. Ready,
set, Go! June will be a month full of activity starting with the Faith goes to the Astros game, followed by sending
several of our kids and youth to Lutherhill for camp and making sure that everything is in order for them to
have a good time. Immediately following those two weeks, there is the Faith Camp Staff Training and then the
National Youth Gathering. Ready, set, go!

July is consumed by Faith Camp, and as soon as its three weeks are over, all of a sudden the summer is over
and we will be thinking about going back to school. Ready, set, go! As I think about this upcoming summer and
the busyness that will be coming with it, I got to thinking about my mindset. What if, instead of thinking
“Ready, set, go,” I thought “Ready, set, proclaim?” Everything that we do can be done to the glory of God. We
are told very plainly that others will know that we are Christians by our love, and that love will come through
the actions that we take.
So, I am taking this opportunity to shift my thinking and to focus on how I can proclaim the Gospel through the
busyness of my everyday life, and I think that I will be pleasantly surprised at what joy I will find. I encourage
you too to think in this way. Think about how, even the smallest of things that you do every day, can be giving
glory to God. So, as we start into the summer months; Ready, set, proclaim!

9

Faith Camp 2018 - The Great Adventure
Registration now open!
Week 1
Week 2
Week 3

July 9-13
July 16-20
July 23-27

Join us for the Astros Game!

Set Your Compass
Pack Your Bags
Start YOUR Adventure

Save the date and get ready for a great adventure!
Faith Camp is an awesome opportunity for children
ages 5 through grade 6 to hear Bible stories and play
games along with their peers. Be sure to go to
www.faithbellaire.org/faith-camp to get more
information and to sign up. If you have any questions
contact our Youth and Family Director, John Vickery
(jvickery@faithbellaire.org).

Bubbles, Bounce, and BBQ
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Rebecca Ruth Circle

Women’s Connection

The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday,
May 3, at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room.

Women's Connection will meet on Tuesday, May 8
at 9:30 AM outside the church office. Everyone is
welcome! You should join us!

We would love for you to join us for Bible study.
Come hungry! Bring your sack lunch. Desserts and
drinks will be provided. Socializing with the group
is so joyful.

For more information about the Women’s Connection,
please contact Brenda
Cauthen at 281-630-8088 or
bcauthen1@gmail.com.

All are welcome!!

2018 National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Walks Greater Houston 5k Walk
Sam Houston Park/Allen Parkway
Saturday, May 5, 2018
Meet at 8:00 AM, walk at 8:30 AM
NAMI Walks is the largest and most successful mental health awareness and fundraising event in America.
Through NAMIWalks, we are supporting the NAMI organization which is helping change how Americans view
persons with a mental illness.
Please join us as we improve lives and our community one step at a time on Saturday, May 5. We can register as
a team (the Faith Candle Lighters) at 8:00 AM on the day of the walk. If you would like to register online in
advance of the walk, you can do that. There are prizes for $100, $250 and higher
levels of giving for individuals. Just “search” for NAMIWalks Houston or go to
namiwalks.org and then select Houston.
If you have questions, please email lorah.gough@gmail.com.

Blood Drive
Sunday, May 13 @ 8:00 AM
Community Room

Parent’s Night Out
Friday, May 4 & 11 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym

Faith will be hosting a blood drive on May 13!
Please remember to sign up in the lobby or online
at www.giveblood.org (organization 1037) so there
is adequate staff and minimal waiting time.

An evening full of activities for kids from ages 6
months to 12 years old. Please RSVP via email to
PNO@faithbellaire.org to ensure that we have a
spot for your kiddo. The cost is $15 per child. You
may pay in cash at the door or
online in advance
at faithbellaire.org/give and
select PNO.
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First Place 4 Health
By Mardi Mayerhoff, First Place 4 Health Leader
Summer is almost here and you may be planning a vacation to the beach or just some time away where
there is a swimming pool. Would you like to lose a few pounds before you leave? Maybe you want to get
healthier this summer with lots of outdoor time working in the yard or exercising in other ways. Or maybe
you want to do a Bible study to allow God to guide you through the trials of life. Did you know all of this
can happen at Faith Lutheran Church when you join the First Place 4 Health small group that meets on
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 PM in the Faith Center Room 306?
The orientation for the next session is on May 1 at which time Mardi Mayerhoff, the group leader, will
introduce the program, answer questions, and give you a chance to decide if FP4H is right for you.

The 12 week Bible study titled “Seek God First” will help you seek God’s guidance with your life’s
problems and opportunities. The “Live It” eating and exercise plan will help you improve your body for
service to him and to look and feel better on that vacation, in the pool, or while you are playing with your
children or grandchildren.
The group meets in the Faith Center room 306. For more information contact
Mardi Mayerhoff, 713-203-1875 or just come to the Orientation at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, May 1.

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, May 20 @ 9:45 AM
Sanctuary
On May 20 we will meet in the Sanctuary to
review, discuss, and approve the renovation
of the stained glass wall.

CALLING ALL GRAUATES
Sunday, May 20
We want to celebrate with you
on Sunday, May 20! We will be recognizing all of our
graduates at each worship service. Even if you will be
out of town, we would like to include you and your
accomplishment.
If you are graduating from High School, College, Grad
School, Tech School, Boot Camp, or any other school,
please contact John Vickery (jvickery@faithbellaire.org)
and include where you are graduating from and your
future educational or career goals.
.
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Your Final Exam
by Kelsey Vickery, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
As the days get warmer and almost everyone is outside enjoying the sunshine, I get to thinking about
my college aged friends who are in the midst of late-night, caffeine-fueled study sessions preparing
for a dreaded thing called finals! “Finals” is a word that strikes fear into the heart of all college
students (I know it did for me) but, they are also important tests at the same time. When I was a
college student, I often wondered if I was the only one who struggled or if I was the only one
unprepared and freaking out. Genesis 22 tells us that “God tested Abraham.” In other words, God
gave Abraham a big exam!
For those of us that need a review, God called Abraham out of his hometown, Ur, and into the land of Canaan.
Ur was an advanced city but had a culture that was rampant with idolatry. In this culture it showed great loyalty
to the gods to offer your child as a sacrifice. With that in mind, the test that Abraham was about to face was one
that would make great loyalty to a God who claimed to be different than the pagan gods. The test was simple,
yet would be one that would take great trust. ”Abraham,” God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom
you love and sacrifice him” (paraphrased from Genesis 22).
That’s the test, plain and simple. It’s a pass/fail exam! If Abraham obeyed and put his trust in the promises of
God, he passed; if he tried to save his son, he would fail. Earlier in Genesis, God promised Abraham and Sarah
(his wife) that they would have descendants that would outnumber the stars. We must keep in mind that both
Abraham and Sarah were very old and Isaac was their only son. Abraham does what God asks and at the very last
second, God calls out to him and tells him that it was just a test, and God sends a goat to be sacrificed rather
than his son.
So what does Abraham’s test have to do with us? While God won’t ask you to literally sacrifice a child on an
altar, he does often require us to reconsider the things in our lives that are precious to us. Think about it. Isaac
was God’s gift to Abraham and Sarah. All of God’s promises were wrapped up in that miracle child. How easy it
would have been for Abraham to love Isaac more than he loved God? Or to put it another way, how easy it
would have been to love the gift more than the giver? The test may be the same for you. God wants nothing in
your life to be more important or valuable that your relationship with him. So, as you face tests this month,
know that your tester loves you deeply and is ready to help you pass!

Affirmation of Baptism/Confirmation
Sunday, May 6
Sanctuary
We will celebrate the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism with the following teens and their families at the
Heritage (8:30 AM) service. Formation of Faith presentations at 9:45 AM in the Sanctuary.
Andy Allen, Audrey DeKunder, Dylan McGouldrick, Zachary Michaud, Taylor Schugart, William Walker.

Faith Schools
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by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools
The month of April was a busy one as we tried something new this year. We celebrated the Week of the
Young Child from April 16 through April 20. The Week of the Young Child™ is an annual celebration hosted by
the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) celebrating early learning, young
children, their teachers, and families.
Each day of the week had a theme: Music Monday, Tasty Tuesday, Work Together Wednesday, Artsy
Thursday and Family Friday. In honor of Work Together Wednesday and Family Friday, we asked each family to
design a paper quilt square that represented the family. Families used a variety of materials, and some went above and
beyond with their creations. We posted the quilt squares together and invited families to explore them. We celebrated
Music Monday with a sing-along with Mr. John and Mr. Daniel. They each played guitar and Mr. John even brought a neat
drum box. The children loved singing silly songs and hearing the instruments. Each day, we also distributed flyers to
parents about “why” certain activities are important for a child’s development. On Tasty Tuesday, we shared with families
how they could allow their children to participate in cooking projects. This was a very exciting and BUSY week of activities
that put the spotlight on learning.

Coming up, we will continue to celebrate teaching and learning through Teacher Appreciation Week. This year’s themes is
“V.I.T.” very important teachers. We will again have a week of events that show our teachers just how much we love them.
Our teachers work hard during the year and deserve this star treatment. Check out some pictures of our children and
teachers in action.
While May is the last month of our school year, we look forward to a busy summer. We will have a short break for teacher
training and cleaning the schools at the end of the month and will then jump right in to our Storybook Summer. Each week,
we will focus on one fun theme and book. We have also invited lots of special guests including the Mobile Dairy, the HMNS
Docent to Go Program and Nature Discovery Center’s Outreach program. We will have a full house – as we are currently
OVER enrolled. We will cap off every other week with our Splash Days and Popsicle parties. This is something that we all
look forward to as we head into the hot days of summer.
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—May 2018
8:30 AM

May 6

May 13

May 20

May 27

Acolyte

Zach Michaud

Ava Cauley

Zach Michaud

Elsa Becker

Crucifer

Dylan McGouldrick

Dylan McGouldrick

Nate Michaud

Alice Tian

Lector

William Walker

Karen Elsen

Bob Medlen

Sara Karow

Communion
Assistants

Andy Allen
Taylor Schugart

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

Asst Minister

Audrey DeKunder

Bob Medlen

Karen Elsen

Karen Elsen

Ushers

Brian Taylor
Scott Ramsey

Carl Watson
Doug Elsen

Carl Watson
Doug Elsen

Jeff Addicks
Troy Becker

Amy McNulty

Hannah Anderson

Helen Watson

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Children’s Church Leslie Parkan
Altar Guild

10:50 AM

Bob and Ida Medlen Bob and Ida Medlen

May 6

May 13

May 20

May 27

Acolytes

Andres Baerenwald Emma Voosen
Dillon Williams
Taylor Schugart

Aaron Allen
Andy Allen

Nicholas Walker
William Walker

Communion
Assistants

Diana Boihem
Karen Ellison

Lauren Apollo

Jon and Nancy Holmes

Lorah Gough
Roxy Funchess

Asst Minister

Daniel Farner

Daniel Farner

Sam Kennedy

Sam Kennedy

Ushers

Dave and Wendy
Farner

Jon and Nancy Holmes Cross Family

Children’s Church Kevondra Mathis
Altar Guild

Bob and Ida Medlen Bob and Ida Medlen

Jon and Nancy Holmes
Jasmine Gabriel

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond by
clicking “Decline” on the Planning Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon.
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Please Use Office Entrance During Office Hours

Unless a meeting or class has been scheduled on the calendar, all doors to our facilities are locked during office
hours.
We have a wonderful security system with a camera and intercom system at the office doors to the
administrative wing. The office staff will buzz you in if the office doors are locked. Please park in the parking lot
behind the church designated for Faith.
You may wonder why the doors are locked during the week. It’s a matter of security for staff, visitors, the Day
School, and Mother’s Day Out. The facility is large, and if all the doors are unlocked, it’s hard to know when
someone comes in. Thank you in
advance for understanding and for
using the office entrance during
office hours.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B

Rev. Kerry Nelson

Senior Pastor

Rev. Junfeng Tan

Associate Pastor

Bellaire, Texas 77401

Stacy Williams

Director of Operations

Dr. Clayton Faulkner

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Office: 713-664-3048

John Vickery

Director of Youth and Family

Fax: 713-664-3371

Kelsey Vickery

Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233

Kendolyn Pope

Director of Faith Schools

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726

Yu Cao

Office Coordinator

Avier Whitfield

Office Coordinator

FaithBellaire.org

Alan Balius

Organist/Choir Director

FaithDaySchool.org

Alicia Obando

Building Manager

FaithHouseHouston.org

Ana Rivas

Custodian

info@faithbellaire.org

Darrell Glenn

Facility Services

6

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM MOVE Summer Learning
9:45 AM Bishop Mike Rinehart
Presentation (FH)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM HS Night (400, 401)

27

GRADUATE SUNDAY
8:30 AM Heritage Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Congregational Meeting (Sanc)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM Young Adults @ Faith (400, 401)

20

MOTHER’S DAY
8:00 AM Blood Drive (300)
8:30 AM Heritage Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM HS Night (400, 401)
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Hand bell Choir (208)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM Young Adults @ Faith (400, 401)

Sun

7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:00 PM First Place for Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

MEMORIAL DAY/OFFICE CLOSED

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:00 PM First Place for Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

22

29

21

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Board Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Place for Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

15

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Place for Health (306)
8:00 PM AA (Men Only)

8

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (201)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

30

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

23

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
8:00 PM AA (300)

16

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:00 AM MDO Moms and Muffins
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Step @ Faith (201)
8:00 PM AA (300)

9

2
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:00 PM Social Ministry Board
Meeting (108)
8:00 PM AA (300)

1

Wed

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
1:00 PM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting
(108)
7:00 PM First Place for Health (306)
8:00 PM AA (Men Only)

Tue

28

9:30 AM ESL (101, 200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
Parents (401)

9:30 AM ESL (101, 200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
Parents (401)

7

14

9:30 AM ESL (101, 200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
Parents (401)
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC)

Mon

Thu
3

9:30 AM ESL (201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

24

9:30 AM ESL (201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

17

9:30 AM ESL (201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

10

9:30 AM ESL (201)
10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

May 2018 - Calendar of Events

4

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

25

18

6:00 PM Parents Night Out (FC)
7:00 PM Faith Chinese Gathering
(101)
8:00PM AA Co-Ed (300)

11

6:00 PM Parents Night Out (FC)
7:00 PM Faith Chinese Gathering
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Fri

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305,
306)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305,
306)
2:00 PM HS Confirmation Party
(Emerald Bowl)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305,
306)

CINCO DE MAYO
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305,
306)

Sat

26

19

12

5

